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Lesson 48. Introduction to Sandhi.  
 

Ever tried to say àit and @k together as FAST as your tongue will allow ? 

No? Well, try it. What did you get? àTyek!!! My dears, what you have just 

done is a siNx ,  

Classical Sanskrit came up with Sandhi and Samaas as a natural development 
of the spoken language.  
Sandhi brings words together in the manner described above.  
Here is how Samaas emerged.......What with every word having to be 
vibhaktiofied before being used, people felt that if root words were put 
together (without first adding the vibhakti) the whole worrisome effort of 
having to remember the vibhaktis could ( almost but not quite) be dispensed 

with. For example, instead of saying  ramSy æata for Ram's brother, why not 

just say ramæata ? 

Also, they were sure that people were smart enough to figure out the 
resultant new word. For example  i could describe someone's doe eyed 

beauty by simply saying m&glaecnI instead of a long and winding 

m&gSy laecne #v laecne ySya> sa , 
Do you see how simple it can really be? The difficulty is in breaking the 
Samaas and Sandhi to make words of sense. THAT, my dears,  requires 
practice and we shall begun right now.  

Sandhi and Samaas are HUGE topics to be covered all in one go. So it's 
easier on the brain, our one and only intellectual faculty, if we do a little bit 
at a time. 
 
Let's handle just a little Sandhi today. 
Sandhi is combining words arithmetically. You take the last letter of the 
first word and ADD it to the first letter of the next word to form a single 
word. 

Naturally, the letters may be either vowels Svr s or consonants VyÃn s. 
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If you combine two swaras, you have a SvrsiNx> , 

If you combine two vyanjanas, you have a VyÃnsiNx> , 

And if a visarga is involved in the matchmaking, you have a ivsgRsiNx> ,  

Each sandhi is further divided into "sub" sandhis. 

 i wish to handle only the SvrsiNx> in the next few lessons. VyÃnsiNx> can be 

covered later. 
 

SvrsiNx> 
Have a look at the swaras: 
 

A Aa # $ % ^ \ \&  ¤ ¥ @ @e Aae AaE , 
 
Some of these are pronounced with very little effort. They take about a 

second to be spoken aloud. These are called ÿSvSvra>  and are... A # % \ ¤ 

, 

Those that need two seconds to be pronounced are called dI"RSvra> and are... 

Aa $ ^ \& ¥ @ @e Aae and AaE , 
Sometimes, it is required to pronounce swaras three times longer than the 

ÿSvSvra>   and they are then called PlutSvra> ,  

These are how they are represented: A3 , #3 , %3 , \3 , ¤3 , @3 , @e3 , Aae3  

and AaE3 , 
 
You will now see how Aa is actually a longer pronunciation of A , In that 

sense they become sv[R .....letters of the same kind/type. 



 Step by Step Sanskrit Learning Programme – Month 11 

Level 1 - Month 11 lessons 48 – 50 B 
www.chitrapurmath.net © Shri Chitrapur Math 2002-2013 

298/312

 ƒ and ƒÄ  ,  „  and … , † and †¼ ,  ¤  and ¥  , each pair is a sv[R ,  
 
Having understood this, we are in a position to study one form of SvrsiNx> 

called the Sv[RdI"RsiNx> , 
 
 
 
1. Sv[RdI"RsiNx>      
 These are the rules to follow: 
 
             First word ending in          Next word beginning with   Results in 

1. ‚/‚þ + ‚/‚þ = ‚þ 
2. ƒ/ƒÄ + ƒ/ƒÄ = ƒÄ 
3. „/… + „/… = … 
4. †/ †¼ + †/ †¼ =  †¼ 

 
Now let's work with examples ; 
 

1.   xmR  + AwR> = xmaRwR> ,   

 Do you remember that xmR  is actually a x!  + A  + r! +  m! + A ? Go back to 

Lesson 2 for a quick revision. The A in xmR   adds to the A in AwR>  to give 

the Aa and arrives at the final word xmaRwR> ,   

        ved + ANt> = vedaNt> , 

        c + Aip = caip , 

 dya + AanNd = dyanNd , 

 iv*a + AwIR  = iv*awIR , 
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 dev + Aaly  = devaly , 
 

2.    muin  +  #NÔ> = munINÔ> , 

 hir  +  $z> = hrIz> , 

 lúmI +  $Zvr  =  lúmIZvr , 

 mhI + #NÔ>  =  mhINÔ> , 
 
3. Similarly you will have gué + %pdez> = guêpdez> , 
 
4.  ipt&  + \[m! =  ipt¨[m! , 
Shall we move onto our exercises? 
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Lesson 48 A. Exercises with Sv[RdI"RsiNx> ,        
Do the Sandhi of the following: 

1. z»r + Aaïm =  
2. ˆ¼Å«µþ + ‚þ›þ›¸: = 
3. ¬þ¸þ + ‚þ›þ›¸: = 
4. ¹−Ÿþ + ‚þ¥þ¡þ: = 
5. ¹Šþ¹£ + ƒÄªþ: = 

6. ïI + ƒÄªþ: = 
7. œþþ¨þÄ·þú + ƒÄâþ·ø = 
8. Šþø¸þ¨þ£ú + ƒ¹·þ = 
9. žþþ›é + „¸¡þ: = 
10. Ÿþšé + „¥¥ø‰þ: = 
11. ¹œþ·þ¼ + †µþ: = 
12. Ÿþþ·þ¼ + †ˆÅþ£: = 

Do the siNxivCDed>  of the following. One has been done for you: 

    igrIZvr>  =  igir    +  $Zvr> 
   

1. suixNÔ>  

2. is<hasne  

3. rajanucr> 

4. ihmaly>  

5. kpIz> 
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Lesson 48 B. Answers to Lesson 48 A.    
 

siNx> 

1. z»r + Aaïm =  z»raïm , 

2. ˆ¼Å«µþ + ‚þ›þ›¸: =  k&:[anNd> , 

3. ¬þ¸þ + ‚þ›þ›¸: = sdanNd> , 

4. ¹−Ÿþ + ‚þ¥þ¡þ: = ihmaly> , 

5. ¹Šþ¹£ + ƒÄªþ: = igrIz> , 

6. ïI + ƒÄªþ: = ïIz> , 

7. œþþ¨þÄ·þú + ƒÄâþ·ø = pavRtI]te , 

8. Šþø¸þ¨þ£ú + ƒ¹·þ = gaedavrIit , 

9. žþþ›é + „¸¡þ: = _aanudy> , 

10. Ÿþšé + „¥¥ø‰þ: = mxULleo> , 

11. ¹œþ·þ¼ + †µþ: =  ipt¨[> , 

12. Ÿþþ·þ¼ + †ˆÅþ£: =  mat¨kar>,  
 

 siNxivCDed>     

1. suixNÔ>  =  suix + #NÔ> , 

2. is<hasne  =  is<h + Aasne , 

3. rajanucr> =  raja + Anucr , 

4. ihmaly> =  ihm + Aaly> , 

5. kpIz> =  kip + $z> , 
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Lesson 49. gu[siNx> , 
 

In this sub-section of SvrsiNx> , we find an addition of swaras that are not 

sv[R , 
These are the rules to follow: 
 
             First word ending in          Next word beginning with   Results in 

1. ‚/‚þ + ƒ/ƒÄ = @ 

2. ‚/‚þ + „/… = AaE 
3. ‚/‚þ + †/ †¼ = Ar! 
4. ‚/‚þ + l& = Al! 

 
Here are examples for each of them:  
 

1. dev + #NÔ>  =  deveNÔ> , 

2. sUyR + %dy> =  sUyaeRdy> , 

3. sPt + \i;> =  sPti;R> , 

4. tv + l&kar> =  tvLkar> , 
 
Shall we try our hand at gu[siNx>  in Lesson 49 A? 
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Lesson 49 A. Exercises with gu[siNx> , 
Do the Sandhi for the following: 

1. Ÿþ−þ + ƒÄªþ: = 
2. £Ÿþþ + ƒÄªþ: = 
3. ›þ + ƒ¹·þ = 
4. Ÿþ−þ + ƒÄæþ£: = 
5. ¡þŸé›þþ + „¸ˆÅŸþÃ = 
6. Šþ�Ž + „œþ¹£ = 
7. ¹−·þ + „œþ¸½ªþ: = 
8. �þ›Í + „¸¡þ: = 
9. Ÿþ−þ + †¹«þ: = 

10. raja + †¹«þ: = 
11. ˆ¼Å«µþ + †¹Ö: = 
12. ̈ þ«þþÄ + †·é: =  

13. mala + ¥þ¼ˆÅþ£: = 

 

Do the siNxivCDed>  of the following.  

 

%peNÔ>  

tvaeimR 

äüi;R 

mhaedy> 

g¼aedkm! 

cNÔaedy> 

ymunaeimR 

nrez> 
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xmeRNÔ> 

pué;aeTtm> 
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Lesson 49 B. Answers to Lesson 49 A. 
 

              siNx> 
 

1. Ÿþ−þ + ƒÄªþ: = mhez> ,  

2. £Ÿþþ + ƒÄªþ: = rmez> , 

3. ›þ + ƒ¹·þ = neit , 

4. Ÿþ−þ + ƒÄæþ£: = mheZvr> ,   

5. ¡þŸé›þþ + „¸ˆÅŸþÃ = ymunaedkm! , 

6. Šþ�Ž + „œþ¹£ = gCDaepir , 

7. ¹−·þ + „œþ¸½ªþ: = ihtaepdez> , 

8. �þ›Í + „¸¡þ: = cNÔaedy> , 

9. Ÿþ−þ + †¹«þ: = mhi;R , 

10. raja + †¹«þ: = raji;R , 

11. ˆ¼Å«µþ + †¹Ö: = k&:[iÏR> , 

12. ̈ þ«þþÄ + †·é: =  v;RtuR> , 

13. mala + ¥þ¼ˆÅþ£: =  malLkar> , 

 

       siNxivCDed>    
  

1. %peNÔ> = %p  + #NÔ> , 

2. tvaeimR = tv  + %imR> , 

3. äüi;R = äüa + \i;> , 
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4. mhaedy> =  mha + %dy> , 

5. g¼aedkm! = g¼a + %dkm! , 

6. cNÔaedy> = cNÔ + %dy> , 

7. ymunaeimR = ymuna + %imR> , 

8. nrez> = nr + $z> , 

9. xmeRNÔ> = xmR + #RNÔ> , 

10. pué;aeTtm> = pué; + %Ttm> , 
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Lesson 50. v&iÏsiNx> , 
 

Here we go a step further. We add ‚/‚þ  to the gu[ to give us a v&iÏ , 

These are the rules to follow: 
 
             First word ending in          Next word beginning with   Results in 

1. ‚/‚þ + @ / @e = @e 
2. ‚/‚þ + Aae / AaE = AaE  

 
Here are examples for each of them:  
 

1. @k + @km!  = @kEkm! , 

2. tSy + Aaedn>  = tSyaEdn> , 
 
The exercises with the v&iÏsiNx>   are in Lesson 50 A. 
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Lesson 50 A. Exercises with the v&iÏsiNx> , 

              siNx>  
1. ‚°þ + ‡«þ: = 
2. œþª¡þ + ‡·þ·þÃ = 
3. Šþ�Ž + ‡ˆÅ°þ = 
4. Ÿþ›é«¡þ + ‡½Æ¡þŸþÃ = 
5. ¬þ¸þ + ‡¨þ = 
6. ¬þ¸þ + ‚ø�þ¹¬¨þ·þþ = 
7. ·þ˜þþ + ‡¨þ = 
8. ¸½¨þ + ‚ù¸þ¡þÄŸþÃ = 
9. ˆÅþ¡þÄ + ‚ù¹�þ·¡þŸþÃ = 
10. ̧ ºŠšþ + ‚ø¸›þŸþÃ = 

11. ma + @vm!  = 

12. k&:[ + AaETk{Q(m!  = 

13.  A* + @v = 
 

       siNxivCDed> 

1. tvEZvyRm! 

2. g¼aEx> 

3. mmaE;xm! 

4. mhEZvyRm! 

5. mhaETsuKym! 

6. tÇEkda 

7. ydEv 

8. nEv 
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9. d¯:q!vEtt! 

10. ra:q+EKym!  
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Lesson 50 B. Answers to Lesson 50 A. 

              siNx>  

1. ‚°þ + ‡«þ: = AÇE;> , 

2.  œþª¡þ + ‡·þ·þÃ =  pZyEtt! , 

3.  Šþ�Ž + ‡ˆÅ°þ = gCDEkÇ , 

4.  Ÿþ›é«¡þ + ‡½Æ¡þŸþÃ = mnu:yEKym! , 

5.  ¬þ¸þ + ‡¨þ = sdEv , 

6.  ¬þ¸þ + ‚ø�þ¹¬¨þ·þþ =  sdaEjiSvta , 

7.  ·þ˜þþ + ‡¨þ =  twEv , 

8.  ¸½¨þ + ‚ù¸þ¡þÄŸþÃ = devaEdayRm! , 

9. ˆÅþ¡þÄ + ‚ù¹�þ·¡þŸþÃ =  kayaERicTym! , 

10. ̧ ºŠšþ + ‚ø¸›þŸþÃ = duGxaEdnm! , 

14. ma + @vm!  = mEvm! , 

15. k&:[ + AaETk{Q(m!  = k&:[aETk{Q(m! , 

11.  A* + @v = A*Ev , 
 

       siNxivCDed>  

1. tvEZvyRm! =  tv + @eZvyRm!  , 

2. g¼aEx> =  g¼a + Aaex> , 

3. mmaE;xm! =  mm + AaE;xm! , 

4. mhEZvyRm! =  mha + @eZvyRm!  , 

5. mhaETsuKym! =  mha + AaETsuKym! , 
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6. tÇEkda =  tÇ + @kda , 

7. ydEv =  yda + @v , 

8. nEv =  n + @v , 

9. d¯:q!vEtt! =  d¯:q!va + @tt!  , 

10. ra:q+EKym! =  ra:q+ + @eKym!  , 
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Summing Up Month 11. 
 
  
This is probably the shortest summing up yet: 
 By the end of Month 11, you will know 

1. Most of the Swara Sandhi. 
 
Told you. 
 
 
 


