Step by Step Sanskrit Learning Programme — Month 16

Lesson 61.
Swara Sandhi and Visarga Sandhi.

ey / foariatey:

In my early days of enthusiastic Sanskrit studies, I picked up the
Panchatantra to 'improve’ my language skills. One look at the text... a long
never ending word that filled 25 lines (if I exaggerate, it is only for
effect...believe me, I do not lie. Ever.) and I figured that I had to get my
Sandhi rules firmly understood first.

Sandhi is the joining of two words into a single word. The last letter of a
word and the first letter of the adjoining word form one letter.

[N o RN
Sandhi-vicheda, HI«ld=dq: | describes the process by which one

letter ( whether single or cojoined) is broken to form two words. Part of
the broken letter remains as the last letter of the first word and part of
the letter forms the first letter of the next letter.
Over time I still find it easier to break words than to join them but here
are a few tips that have kept me in good stead either way:
1. Sandhis take place whenever there is a presence of a swara...a
vowel ; the presence of a consonant WITH a halanta ( for example

% ). the presence of a visarga (for example &: )
2. &= Siren's onll Trip up alert:
Whenever I seea ¥, 9, G, Q, Gﬁ, 35\1 9,2, 9, ¥, Sina"more or less"

long word, my antennae go up. Chances are that I have a Sandhi staring at
me in the face. I always potter around these letters to help me decide
whether the occasion has presented itself to break two words.

The more I read, the more I was convinced that there were a trillion
sandhi rules to follow. But ever so slowly it began to filter in that
amongst those trillion rules a few are oft repeated and they are the only
ones that one need really remember to follow Sanskrit classical texts.
Buy a book that lists all sandhi rules so that you can refer to it if you
come across an occasional sandhi that I have not dealt with. But for all
practical purposes, these are enough. Lesson 61 will deal with 1) a revision
of swara sandhi rules plus a few more new ones AND 2) with visarga
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sandhi rules. A tabular column works well for reference.

Swar Sandhi.
The name of The first | The second Result | Example
the sandhi word word should of the
should end | begin with: sandhi
in:
1. & AorSM | AoreT am BH + Teg: - Buea: |
afed form + arel = fommeff
Tors Tors g F + T = FAlR: |
oft + 231
= ST |
3 or S or H g +BEF[::'J—'|'|T-E?I[: |
T + T+ = TIEA: |
2. 7007 Aor3M |Tors q U+ = GQn |
gfeq T + 330 = THRT:
HordM |SorS i T4 + 329 = ghieT |
T + I = TTEIH: |
Aor3M |For I | TET+ W = HEf: |
S or AT 3 A dd + @R = ddehl{: |
3. 9% Hord |Tord q Y + OF: = AHE: |
~ N hn < =D <
Hle qd + WRAYH = qdR9YH_ |
N =\ ! N b
S or 3l Sl or ST I + HlgAH = SW[GAH
|
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TET + AT = HEIT |
3 or 3T xor R 3T 3"1+W%(‘rogo,’ro
( STE q becon:e difficult) =
prefix ) SUr=SId |
S or ST 5 A}, | SY + Q&I = SUIeR |
(S q
prefix )
4. T Tord vowel that is q 2 + 3T = T
e not an T or é
Jorw  |vowelthatis g |y . STTdr Fwammar |
not an 3 or &
% or vowel that is T ﬁa + 3T = ﬁﬁﬁﬂ
not an & or R
& vowel that is & &+ AR = FEA |
not <
5. I |iFd | T any vowel W |-
(except for 3 =+ 3fy - ad=atRy
aara + = aarEHQIa
if the € ending e
is that of a
declined noun.
Y any vowel AE. |+ o = AT |
qEH + Y = TEEY |
N any vowel ¥ q + 39: = G@: |
(except for N T /
+ 3qH = ¥[dldqH
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-
if the 31

ending is that
of a declined
noun.

¥ 55|

N any vowel g ql + o7F: - IEF: |
I + ST = IJFET /T
A |
6. Tien A declined | o S T + o = FIAST |
noun ending
- instea 3 - @)
S an Ml + O = Qs |
- dof A
or an 3l
7 wEg ary | @ prefix aconjugated | g i 39 + TR = @ |
' ending in an | verb beginning lided
elided. ST = YN
37 with an Tor an ST+ - !
-
Sl
8. UEicpTE | fgEEe fg@= word j“”dh" F 4 Ol = T @
c oes
afy words where its first not 6+ gﬁ\'[ =76+ Eﬁ\'[
ending in letter is a take
%, 3. q vowel. place
Indeclinabl | vowel Sandhi 31'&7'\[ ST
es (3TFs) does
not LCIE§
ending in an take
. N
an 3T or an place | ST G5
N

Level 1 - Month 16 Lessons 61

www.chitrapurmath.net

© Shri Chitrapur Math 2002-2013

384/389




Step by Step Sanskrit Learning Programme — Month 16

I came across very peculiar sandhis during the course of my study.
Unfortunately, I have not been able to find a rule in grammar texts that
authenticates such sandhis. However, I'll place them before you and if
you do come across references regarding this please let me know so that
I may share it with others.

1. Words that end in 31/3T and when combined with words beginning
with 31/3T  have sometimes been written like this:

q + A = qEIsiy

o + A = JEASH

el + o0 = EelSH

The occurrence of two STATREITG s (SS ) together tell you that an 31T is

present at that point.
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Visarga Sandhi:
Before we do the Visarga Sandhi, it is important to have a table that
differentiates the soft consonants from the hard ones.

EY 9 T 28 &
q EX ST 8 <L
Z 3 EX [} oL
i q £ g 1
L ® LS e 1
4 S S8 4

JL AL 9 &

The shaded consonants are the W-E@H’I’I’%{ - hard consonants.

The rest are Hg - gl - soft consonants.

The following table should be helpful

visarga

preceded by

followed by

results in

Hq

any soft

consonant OR 3

coalesces into (for

a soft consonant) OR
=

SIS (foran3T)

&+ MY = HISTY |

An indeclinable any vowel OR any
(3TE9) ending in an soft consonant

is replaced by {_

. except for I It + ¥ = FTA |
g s+ I3[ =
gl |

An indeclinable I visarga is dropped and

(31e99) ending in an

the 31 becomes =11
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A g + TS = AT |
Thi vocative case, | any vowel OR any changes to T,
e | of o soft consonant ~ - e

. Md: +deq = Yddwq |
ending noun
o any vowel except | is elided

~l| %+ IqM = & + 39
|

T any vowel OR any | is elided

soft consonant

AT + T = IS W
|
aql: + IT=Sted =

o

Td«d |

any vowel except ¥,

any vowel OR any
soft consonant

changes into {

ST except { Gl + = = FEANIC |
any short vowel o the short vowel
except & becomes long
o haN
¥[OTd: + TId = ¥]9dl
T |
any vowel changes into
q\’ Q\ 1 ﬂ\ 1
Z\’ a\’ q\ ’
4. % q!
s‘[\’ q\’ H\ ﬂ\ 1 q\l H\ l

Level 1 - Month 16 Lessons 61
www.chitrapurmath.net

© Shri Chitrapur Math 2002-2013

387/389




Step by Step Sanskrit Learning Programme — Month 16

A SN ]
aH: + EI'T{\TI% =
THEET |
QU |
as:/ Any consonant or | elision of the visarga.
vowel except for | o mafiy |
: -
Name of | visarga follow | effect | example
the preceded |ed by
sandhi | by
1.39 |3 y AR | H: o+ T - TR |
A fe |efs | &+ fodld - & foard |
o q AT | BH: + I = IE I |
a I AT | T + T = TR0 I
= N NN
3 o AT | dol: + G = ATl G|
o A |eMS |+ AW = FAST
q: o+ AW = AUy |
2.9 | & 4 |eWd |FH:+d=-AREd |
a: e |+ O - TR |
3 9 |S™ | &+ A= Fd
3. &cd | S AT | VI + I = TR
3 g E_Q'S AS: + grr d = ".‘E[\ﬂdgcrr d |
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T T Y IE: CERUCEES: CUcHl
4.9 | e A | I | HIEA: + JARTSIA = AIEA ANl

|

3 3 HE | TH: + T9OId = TH T991d |

3 3 AT | FH:+IdME =& A4 |

M | ST | = + IEMied = Y A™Td |

qSM: + ANTBled = ATST AFTTSled
|

a: | T | AT + AFTESled = a1 TT=Bied |

Level 1 - Month 16 Lessons 61
www.chitrapurmath.net

389/389

© Shri Chitrapur Math 2002-2013




