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1. Introduction : 
 
When certain groups of Aryans like Brahmins and Rajputs migrated from Iran to India they 
brought their culture and traditions.  
 
In this topic we are going to cover similar traditions and customs in different religions,  
community and country due to Aryan migration.    
 

2. Hand Palm Symbol : 
 
Early use of the Hand symbol has been traced to ancient Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq) as 
well as ancient Carthage (modern day Tunisia). The image of the open right hand is seen in 
Mesopotamian artifacts in the amulets of the goddess Ishtar or Inanna. Other symbols of 
divine protection based around the hand include the Hand-of-Venus (or Aphrodite), the Hand-
of-Mary, that was used to protect women from the evil eye and/or boost fertility and lactation, 
promote healthy pregnancies and strengthen the weak. In that time, women were under 
immense pressure and expectation to become mothers. The woman's upbringing was centered 
on becoming a mother as an exclusive role, and it indicated child bearing as necessary. It was 
also thought that marriage was a sense of protection for both the man and the woman. In 
Jewish culture, the Hand symbol is associated with the number five because of the five fingers 
depicted on the hand. 
 
One theory postulates a connection between the khamsa and the Mano Pantea (or Hand-of-
the-All-Goddess), an amulet known to ancient Egyptians as the Two Fingers. In this amulet, 
the Two Fingers represent Isis and Osiris and the thumb represents their child Horus. It was 
used to invoke the protective spirits of parents over their child. Another theory traces the 
origins of the Hand symbol to Carthage (Phoenicia, modern Tunisia) where the hand (or in 
some cases vulva) of the supreme deity Tanit was used to ward off the evil eye, due to her 
venereal disease which caused her to have continual vaginal infections which created an 
offensive smell. According to Bruno Barbatti, at that time this motive was the most important 
sign of apotropaic magic in the Islamic world, though many modern representations continue 
to show an obvious origin from sex symbolism. 
 
This relates to the belief that God exists in everything. Another meaning of this symbol relates 
to the sky god, Horus. It refers to the Eye of Horus, which means humans cannot escape from 
the eye of conscience. It says that the sun and moon are the eyes of Horus. The Hand of 
Fatima also represents femininity, and is referred as the woman's holy hand. It is believed to 
have extraordinary characteristics that can protect people from evil and other dangers.  
 
It is speculated that Jews were among the first to use this amulet due to their beliefs about 
the evil eye. The symbol of the hand appears in Kabbalistic manuscripts and amulets, doubling 
as the Hebrew letter "Shin", the first letter of "Shaddai", one of the names referring to 
God. The use of the hamsa in Jewish culture has been intermittent, utilized often by Jews 
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, then less and less over time into the 
mid-twentieth century. However, the notion of a protective hand has been present in Judaism 
dating all the way back to Biblical times, where it is referenced in Deuteronomy 5:15, stated in 
the Ten Commandments as the "strong hand" of God who led the Jews out of 
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Egypt. The hamsa is later seen in Jewish art as God's hand reaching down from heaven during 
the times of late antiquity, the Byzantine period, and even medieval Europe.  
 
Its use by Ashkenazi Jewish communities from this period is well-known, and evidence has also 
emerged of the hamsa being used by Jews from medieval Spain, often associated with 
"sympathetic magic". Historians such as Shalom Sabar believe that after the Jewish expulsion 
from Spain in 1492, exiled Jews likely used the hamsa as protection in the foreign lands they 
were forced to relocate to, however this assumption has been difficult to prove. According to 
Sabar, the hamsa has also been used later by Jews in Europe "as a distinctive sign of the 
priesthood, especially when they wished to show that a person was of priestly descent...".  
 
The khamsa holds recognition as a bearer of good fortune among Christians in the region as 
well. Levantine Christians call it the hand of Mary (Arabic: Kef Miryam, or the "Virgin Mary's 
Hand"). 34 years after the end of Islamic rule in Spain, its use was significant enough to 
prompt an episcopal committee convened by Emperor Charles V to decree a ban on the Hand 
of Fatima and all open right hand amulets in 1526.  
 
Symbolism and usage 
 
The Hand (Khamsa), particularly the open right hand, is a sign of protection that also 
represents blessings, power and strength, and is seen as potent in deflecting the evil eye. One 
of the most common components of gold and silver jewelry in the region, historically and 
traditionally, it was most commonly carved in jet or formed from silver, a metal believed to 
represent purity and hold magical properties. It is also painted in red (sometimes using the 
blood of a sacrificed animal) on the walls of houses for protection, or painted or hung on the 
doorways of rooms, such as those of an expectant mother or new baby. The hand can be 
depicted with the fingers spread apart to ward off evil, or as closed together to bring good 
luck. Similarly, it can be portrayed with the fingers pointing up in warding, or down to bestow 
blessings. Highly stylized versions may be difficult to recognize as hands, and can consist of 
five circles representing the fingers, situated around a central circle representing the palm. 
 
Used to protect against evil eye, a malicious stare believed to be able to cause illness, death or 
just general unluckiness, hamsas often contain an eye symbol. Depictions of the hand, the eye 
or the number five in Arabic (and Berber) tradition are related to warding off the evil eye, as 
exemplified in the saying khamsa fi ainek ("five [fingers] in your eye"). Raising one's right 
hand with the palm showing and the fingers slightly apart is part of this curse meant "to blind 
the aggressor". Another formula uttered against the evil eye in Arabic, but without hand 
gestures, is khamsa wa-khamis ("five and Thursday"). As the fifth day of the week, Thursday is 
considered a good day for magic rites and pilgrimages to the tombs of revered saints to 
counteract the effects of the evil eye. 

  
Due to its significance in both Arabic and Berber culture, the hamsa is one of the national 
symbols of Algeria and appears in its emblem. It is also the most popular among the 
different amulets (such as the Eye and the Hirz—a silver box containing verses of the Quran) 
for warding off the evil eye in Egypt. Egyptian women who live in baladi ("traditional") urban 
quarters often make khamaysa, which are amulets made up of five (khamsa) objects to attach 
to their children's hair or black aprons. The five objects can be made of peppers, hands, circles 
or stars hanging from hooks. 
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Although significant in Arabic and Berber culture, the Jewish people have long interpreted and 
adopted the symbol of the hand with great importance since the Ten Commandments. A 
portion of these commandments state that "Lord took Israel out of Egypt with a strong hand 
and an outstretched arm". The "strong hand" is representative of the hamsa which rooted its 
relevance in the community then. The helping hand exemplified God's willingness to help his 
people and direct them out of struggle. Around the time of the Byzantine period, artists would 
depict God's hand reaching from up above. God's hand from heaven would lead the Jewish 
people out of struggle, and the Jews quickly made a connection with the hamsa and their 
culture. The hand was identified in Jewish text, and acquired as an influential icon throughout 
the community. 
 
Amongst the Jewish people, the hamsa is a very respected, holy, and common symbol. It is 
used in the Ketubah, or marriage contracts, as well as items that dress the Torah such as 
pointers, and the Passover Haggadah. The use of the hand as images both in and out of the 
synagogue suggests the importance and relevance that the Jewish people associated with the 
hamsa. The hand decorated some of the most religious and divine objects and has since 
emerged from its uncommon phase. 
 
At the time of the establishment of the State of Israel, the hamsa became a symbol in 
everyday Israeli life, and to a degree, a symbol of Israel itself. It has come to be a symbol of 
secularity, and a trendy talisman; a "good luck" charm appearing on necklaces, keychains, 
postcards, telephone and lottery cards, and in advertisements. It is also a commonly used 
symbol by Jews outside of the Middle East, particularly in Jewish communities of the United 
States. It is also incorporated into high-end jewellery, decorative tilework and wall decorations. 

  
Similar to the Western use of the phrase "knock on wood" or "touch wood", a common 
expression in Israel is "Hamsa, Hamsa, Hamsa, tfu, tfu, tfu", the sound for spitting, supposedly 
to spit out bad luck. 

  
At the Mimouna, a Maghrebi Jewish celebration held after Passover, tables are laid with various 
symbols of luck and fertility, with an emphasis on the number "5", such as five pieces of gold 
jewelry or five beans arranged on a leaf of pastry. The repetition of the number five is 
associated with the hamsa amulet. 

  
In Morocco, the Hamsa is called 'Khamsa' or 'Khmisa' and is widely used as a protection from 
bad luck and evil people. The Hamsa is incorporated in many home decor items, but still, the 
most common use is in jewelry. In fact, most Moroccan women have at least one jewelry piece 
with a Hamsa. 

  
The Native American Southeastern Ceremonial Complex also contained images of a human 
hand with an eye in the palm. However, the meaning and purpose are unconfirmed. 
 
Source : 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamsa 
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Hand Symbol in different cultures : 
 
While the Hamsa Hand has been used in Judaism and the Islamic faith for hundreds of years, it 
dates back all the way to the Phoenicia civilization (2500 - 539 BC). It was used to represent 
the hand of the goddess Tanit to help ward off the Evil Eye and provide protection.   
 
The Hamsa Hand can then be traced back through the Islamic and Jewish faiths. The use of the 
hand in the Judaism dates back to Biblical times as it was referenced as the "strong Hand of 
God" in Deuteronomy. In the Ten Commandments , the “strong hand” is interpreted as the 
Hamsa and symbolizes the helping hand of God. 
 
The Hamsa Hand is also the national symbol of Algeria due to its significance in the Berber and 
Arabic cultures. It even appears in the country's emblem.  
 
Recently, the Hamsa Hand has been adopted by peace activists in the Middle East, where there 
is ongoing war and conflict. The Hamsa is used not only as a symbol of peace, but to show the 
similarities between religions. People of both Jewish and Arab cultures wear the Hamsa to bring 
people together and highlight the common ground shared by their religions.   
 

1. Hand Palm / Panja Symbol on Tombstones in  Hinduism : 
 
Mostly in all religions Hand symbol is also used to show women or female energy.  
 
The Hand Palm symbol is seen on the Tombstone of Rajputs and Brahmins who came from 
Iran. This Hand Palm symbol is commonly found in many religions.  
 
Tombstones are also known as viragals, natukals, paliyas, Padyo, kirti or chhaya sthambhs or 
simply sthambh, devalis, etc. in India.  
 
In Hinduism Tombstones are generally marked with a Hand symbol which shows as giving 
blessing. The tombstones are of ladies as well as gents but mostly the Hand symbol is on 
ladies Tombstone.  
 
These steles, issued largely from the fifth century CE onwards till about the 13th century, and 
in some cases till about the 18th century, are an important archaeological source of history of 
the medieval period. They bear testimonials from the past, which are sometimes puzzling, but 
often simple and straightforward. 
 
Tombstones in Gujarat are also known as Paliya, Padyo or Khambhi.  
 
The Paliya or Khambhi is a type of a memorial found in western India 
especially Saurashtra and Kutch regions of Gujarat state of India. They are also found 
in Sindh region of Pakistan. They mostly commemorates the death of a person. These stone 
monuments have symbols and inscriptions. There are several types of memorials including 
dedicated to warriors (mostly Charans), sailors, sati, animals and associated with folklore. 
They are important in ethnography and epigraphy.  
 
Those dedicated to warriors fall under the term hero stone, of which examples are found all 
over India. 
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Sati memorials : 
 
These memorials are associated with the royal families mostly. The females who died 
practicing Sati or Jauhar are commemorated with it. They are also associated with folklore and 
sometimes are worshiped as demigoddess. 

  
The memorials mostly depicts the right hand bent at 45 or 90 degrees in blessing gesture. 
Sometimes the memorials are depicted with hands and other symbols such as peacock and 
lotus. They are also depicted as the full figure of a woman giving blessings or 
in Namaskar position. The woman entering into the flames and having the body of his husband 
in her lap, the ritual of Sati practice, are depicted in some memorials. 

  
The example include the memorial of Surajkunwarba of Bhuchar Mori. They are found in Sindh 
region of Pakistan and Rajasthan state of India also.  
 

      
 

Tombstone of Brahmin Lady in Lakhtar, Gujarat, India 
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Tombstone of Rajput Lady Satara Dist. Maharashtra  
 

 
 

Tombstones of Rajputs  
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Tombstone of Rajput Ladies 
 

  
 

Tombstone of Rajput Lady  
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Types of memorial stones : 
 

 
 

Sati memorial between two warrior memorials. Sati memorial depicts bent right 
hand. Nirona, Kutch 

 
The memorials provides ethnographic information as well as epigraphy. They are social 
structures which commemorates and reveres heroes of the society. They are also important 
historical documents as well as a document of iconography which survived over centuries. It 
provide information about customs, cultures and beliefs of erstwhile societies. They also 
provides information of economic, religious or political events. These memorials are associated 
with ancestral worship so the local folklore associated with it can be identified and 
documented. They also give information about cultural traditions such as Sati. The types of 
clothes, weapons and vehicles of the time period can be also identified. As the memorial 
inscriptions has place and year, the evolution of language and method of recording time can 
also be documented. Rarely they are used to mark burial place of wealth as people would not 
desecrate the place of worship. 
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2. Hand Palm in Islam : 
 

 
 

Hamsa Hand 
 

 
 

Hamsa Hand 
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Tombstone with Hamsa Hand in Ahvaz Iran 
 
In the Islamic faith, the Hamsa is called the Hand of Fatima, after the daughter of the Prophet 
Muhammad. The five fingers of the hand also represent the Five Pillars of Islam, particularly by 
the Sunni denomination, while the Shia see it as a symbol of the Five People of the Cloak.   
 
There are several symbols of Shiite religiosity that can be displayed in everyday life. Connected 
to Muhammad's family, they are often not exclusive to Shiites, but particularly prominent 
among these Muslims. 
 
A prominent symbol is Dhu l-fiqar, the bifurcated sword of Ali, which is worn, for example, on 
necklaces. It also appears in poetry to symbolize Ali's bravery, in calligraphy in connection with 
the name Ali or the Arabic letters lam and mim (particularly significant in letter mysticism), or 
to mark a level in Sufi hierarchies. Several stories circulate that account for its origin. 
According to one version, the sword was given to Ali by Muhammad and an audible voice said 
that "there is no brave young except for Ali and there is no sword except for Dhu l-fiqar," a 
play on the Islamic profession of faith. Another version has it that the sword was brought down 
from heaven by Gabriel—a parallel to the Quran, which the archangel brought down to 
Muhammad. 
 
A symbol that also enjoys popularity in non-Shiite regions of the Islamic world, notably North 
Africa, is the hand of Fatima (khamsa), which, like Ali's sword, is believed to protect from the 
evil eye. According to the Shiite tradition, the five fingers symbolize Muhammad, Fatima, Ali, 
Hasan, and Husayn as well as the severed hand of Abbas when he tried to get water from the 
Euphrates for Husayn and his companions. 
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Green and black turbans are a distinctive Shiite symbol that is restricted to descendants of 
Muhammad. Prominent Shiite clerics such as the recently deceased Lebanese Fadlallah, who 
descended from Hasan, and the Iraqi scholar Sistani can be seen wearing black turbans. 
Intaziyah plays, the heroes wear green as the color of paradise, while the villains wear red to 
suggest that their clothes are soaked with the blood of the martyrs. 
 
Even though there is a long tradition of painting human figures in the Islamic world, such 
images are largely absent from Sunni sacred spaces. Decorative traditions in mosques often 
rely on calligraphy, and the names of Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hasan, Husayn, or only Ali are 
often displayed in Shiite sacred buildings, where pictures of Muhammad and Ali are also 
sometimes displayed. Sometimes they are present in invocations such as the frequently 
uttered Ya Ali (Arabic for O Ali). Other calligraphies use the names of God or Quranic verses 
referring to the Imams. These names and verses as well as prayers are attributed with magical 
power. They can be found on profane objects too such as astrolabes. 
 
Source : 
 
https://www.patheos.com/library/shia-islam/ritual-worship-devotion-symbolism/symbolism 
 
What Does the Hamsa Hand Look Like? : 
 
The Hamsa Hand is shaped as an open right palm and generally depicted in two styles. The 
first looks just like a regular hand with a thumb and pinkie finger, while the second, more 
popular style depicts a hand with two symmetrical thumbs. An open palm is universally 
recognized as a symbol of protection as well as representing strength, blessings and power. 
There are also much more stylized depictions of the Hamsa which include five circles, which 
represent the fingers of the hand, placed around a central circle, which represents the open 
palm. 
 
The hand can be worn with the fingers either facing up or down and is often worn as an amulet 
on a necklace. The meaning of the Hamsa Hand is different depending on which way the 
fingers face. When worn facing down, the Hamsa lets more goodness, luck, fertility and 
abundance into your life. When the hand is worn facing up, it is a more powerful symbol of 
protection against the Evil Eye and negative energy.   
 
The meaning of the Hamsa Hand can also vary depending on what symbols are depicted within 
the hand itself. The centre of the Hamsa is often filled with another symbol to represent a 
more specific meaning or offering for the owner. The most common symbols found within the 
hand are eyes and fish. 
 
Hand with Eye : 
 
One of the most common depictions is the 'hand with eye' design. The eye in the centre of the 
Hamsa Hand offers further protection for the owner as it "sees everything".  
 
Hand with fish : 
 
A fish symbol is also quite commonly found on the Hamsa as fish symbolize good luck. Fish are 
also immune to the effects of the Evil Eye as they live in water, so having a fish symbol on the 
Hamsa also provides more protection for the wearer.  
 
The Hamsa Hand is often found on pieces of jewelry and is very popular in both Middle Eastern 
and Western cultures. It is often found in the form of an amulet, with the Eye and Hirz (a silver 
box which holds verses of the Quran). You also find the Hamsa Hand depicted on key rings, 
home decor items, and wall art. 
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3. Judaism : 
 
In Judaism, the Hand symbol is also referred to as the Hand of Miriam, to represent the sister 
of Moses and Aaron. It also symbolizes the Hand of God, the five books of the Torah, and the 
fifth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, "Hey", which is one of God's holy names. The symbol, and 
its association with the number five, remind the owner of the Hamsa to use their five senses 
when they praise God. The Hamsa Hand is a very holy and respected symbol in the Jewish 
faith and is commonly used in marriage contracts, or “Ketubah”, as well as during Passover.  
 

4. Christianity : 
 
In Christianity, the meaning of the Hand symbolizes strength, power and femininity. It is 
referred to as the Hand of Mary, after the Virgin Mary, and is usually depicted with a fish 
symbol in the center. 
 

5. Buddhism : 
 
The Buddhist faith believes that the Hand symbol symbolizes the different senses, chakras and 
energies that flow within one's body. Each finger represents a different element, or chakra, 
which include the fire, air, ethereal, earth and water elements, as well as the solar plexus, 
heart, throat, root, and sacral chakras. 
 

3. Green Atlas Cloth : 
 

 
 

Atlas Cloth 
 

Green Atlas Cloth is in Hinduism, Muslims and Green cloth in zoroastrians.   
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Green Atlas Cloth : 
 
The tradition of Pir is in Shia Muslims, Hinduism and Zoroastrianism.  
 
Zoroastrians use Green cloth in wedding ceremony. 
 
Green Color in Islam : 

The colour green has a special place in Islam. It is used in the decoration of mosques, the 
bindings of Qur'ans, the silken covers for the graves of Sufi saints, and in the flags of various 
Muslim countries. Green has been associated with Islam for many centuries. The colour green 
was the colour used by Muhammad’s tribe on their flags. According to Muslims the colour 
green symbolizes nature and life. In the Qur'an (Surah 76:21), it is said that the inhabitants of 
paradise will wear green garments of fine silk. The colour green has been considered especially 
Islamic for centuries. Crusaders avoided using any green in their coats of arms, so that they 
could not possibly be mistaken for their Muslim opponents in the heat of battle. 
 
The Green atlas cloth Chaddar is put on Pir in Dargah by Shia Muslims. Brahmins and Rajputs 
came to India from Iran, some Brahmins who came from Iran put Green Atlas cloth on 
Tombstone of lady (sati).     

 
 

4. Trident Symbol : 
 

1. Hinduism : 
 
In Hinduism Trident also known as Trishul mainly represents as weapon of Lord Shiv and 
Goddess Durga. It also means symbol of destroying negativity, negative forces and evil 
 

 
 

Trishul 
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Lord Shiv 
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Goddess Durga 
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2. Islam : 
 
In Islam Trident symbol means allah.  
 

 
 

Allah 
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3. Trident Symbol in Iran : 
 

 
 
Here, you can see the Allah / Trident symbol in poster on wall. The photo is of Baloch people of 
Sistan Balochistan provience Iran. 

Trident can be found in Hinduism as well in Ancient of Persia and other countries.  
 

 
 

Trident Symbol in Bonwoo Ancient Cave Laristan, Iran 
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4. Persia : 
 
Pre 1307 flags : 
 

 
 

Kayihan Khanate 
 
The Ottoman Empire started off in the Anatolian Beyliks as the Ottoman Beylik, also known as 
the Kayihan Khanate. They were Pagans that worshipped Tengri idols. The founder of the 
Ottoman empire, Osman I changed his name to the Sunni Muslim name ‘Osman’, a Turkish 
pronunciation of ʿUthmān, in the later years of his life. His original name was Atouman. 

 
 

Flag of the Ottoman Beylik (1299–1375) 
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Their flag contained the Tengri Crescent. The Ottoman Star and Crescent is a derivative of the 
Tengri Crescent. The Turks began to pretend they were Muslims when they knew they couldn’t 
take over Muslim lands as as Pagans, because their rule would always be illegitimate to the 
mass Muslim population. They began announcing themselves as Muslims while being crypto-
Pagans that continued to worship Tengri gods. 
 

 
 

Turkish Tengri Flag 
 

 
 

Ottoman flag (1914–1923) 
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Modern pseudo-Muslim flag of Turkey 
 
Anatolian beyliks : 
 
Anatolian beyliks (Turkish : Anadolu beylikleri, Ottoman Turkish: Tavâif-i mülûk, Beylik Turkish 
pronunciation: [bejlic]) were small principalities (or petty kingdoms) in Anatolia governed 
by Beys, the first of which were founded at the end of the 11th century. A second more 
extensive period of foundations took place as a result of the decline of the Seljuq Sultanate of 
Rûm in the second half of the 13th century. 
 
One of the beyliks, that of the Osmanoğlu from the Kayi tribe of the Oghuz Turks, from its 
capital in Bursa completed its conquest of other beyliks by the late 15th century, becoming 
the Ottoman Empire. 
 
The word "beylik" denotes a territory under the jurisdiction of a Bey, equivalent in other 
European societies to a "Lord". 
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A map of independent Turkic beyliks in Anatolia during the 14th century 
 
History : 
 
Following the 1071 Seljuq victory over the Byzantine Empire at the Battle of Manzikert and the 
subsequent conquest of Anatolia, Oghuz clans began settling in present-day Turkey. The Seljuq 
Sultanate's central power established in Konya was largely the result of using these clans 
under Beys called uç bey or uj begi especially in border areas to ensure safety against the 
Byzantines; uç is a Turkish term for a border territory equivalent to marches, thus uç beyi is 
similar to margrave in Europe. These clans, led by beys, would receive military and financial 
aid from the Seljuqs in return for their services and full allegiance. 
 
Seljuq power deteriorated with the Mongol invasions from the east. The Ilkhanate commanders 
in Anatolia then gained strength and authority and this encouraged the beys to declare 
sovereignty. With the fall of Seljuq centralized power in Konya, many beys joined forces with 
the atabegs (former Seljuq leaders) and other religious Muslim leaders and warriors 
from Persia and Turkistan which were fleeing the Mongols that were invading the Byzantine 
empire. To maintain control of their new territory, these reestablished beys employed Ghazi 
warriors from Persia and Turkestan, who also fled the Mongols. The ghazis fought under the 
inspiration of either a mullah or a general, trying to assert Islamic power, their assaults of the 
reestablished beys upon the Byzantine Empire reaching even further expanded the power 
sphere of the beyliks. 
 
As the Byzantine empire weakened, their cities in Asia Minor could resist the assaults of the 
beyliks less and less, and many Turks gradually settled in the western parts of Anatolia. As a 
result, many more beyliks were founded in these newly conquered western regions who 
entered into power struggles with the Byzantines, the Genoese, the Knights Templar as well as 
between each other. 
 
By 1300, Turks had reached the Aegean coastline, held momentarily two centuries before. In 
the beginning, the most powerful states were the Karamanids and the Germiyanids in the 
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central area. The Beylik of Osmanoğlu Dynasty who were later to found the Ottoman 
Empire was situated to the northwest, around Söğüt, and was a small and at that stage, 
insignificant power. Along the Aegean coast, from north to south, 
stretched Karasids, Sarukhanids, Aydinids, Menteşe and Teke principalities.  
 
The Jandarids (later called Isfendiyarids) controlled the Black Sea region 
around Kastamonu and Sinop. 

  
Under its eponymous founder, Osman I, the Beylik of Osmanoğlu expanded at Byzantine 
expense south and west of the Sea of Marmara in the first decades of the 14th century. With 
their annexation of the neighboring Beylik of Karasi and their advance into Roumelia as of 
1354, they soon became strong enough to emerge as the main rivals of Karamanids, who at 
that time were thought to be the strongest. Towards the end of the 14th century, the 
Ottomans advanced further into Anatolia by acquiring towns, either by buying them off or 
through marriage alliances. Meanwhile, the Karamanids assaulted the Ottomans many times 
with the help of other beyliks, Mamluks, Aq Qoyunlu ("White Sheep Turkomans"), 
Byzantines, Pontics and Hungarians, failing and losing power every time. By the close of the 
century, the early Ottoman leaders had conquered large parts of land from Karamanids and 
other less prominent beyliks. These had a short respite when their territories were restored to 
them after the Ottoman defeat suffered against Tamerlane in 1402 in the Battle of Ankara. 
 
But the Ottoman state quickly collected itself under Mehmed I and his son Murad II, who re-
incorporated most of these beyliks into Ottoman territory in a period of about 25 years. The 
final blow for the Karamanids was struck by Mehmed II who conquered their lands and re-
assured a homogeneous rule in Anatolia. The further steps towards a single rule by the 
Ottomans were taken by Selim I who conquered territories of Ramadanids and Dulkadirids in 
1515 during his campaign against the Mamluks, and his son Süleyman the Magnificent who 
more or less completely united the present territories of Turkey (and much more) in his 1534 
campaign. Many of the former Anatolian beyliks became the basis for administrative 
subdivisions in the Ottoman Empire. 
 
List of beyliks : 
 
Beyliks founded after Manzikert (1071) : 
  
In the list below, only the beyliks that were founded immediately after the Battle of 
Manzikert in 1071, mostly situated towards the Eastern Anatolia, and who were vassals (or 
sometimes at war) to the centralized power of Seljuq Sultanate of Rûm based in Konya are 
listed. 
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Founded after the Battle of Manzikert : 
 
Beylik's name Capital city Duration of rule 

Beylik of Smyrna İzmir 1081–1098 

Shah-Armens (also called Ahlatshahs) Ahlat 1110–1207 

Artuqids (three branches) Hasankeyf, Mardin, Harput 1102-1409 

Danishmend Sivas 1071–1178 

Dilmaçoğlu Bitlis 1085 - 1398 

İnaloğlu Diyarbekir 1095–1183 

Mengujekids Erzincan, later Divriği 1072–1277 

Saltukids Erzurum 1072–1202 

Çubukoğulları Harput 1085-1112 
 
Beyliks founded after Köse Dağ (1243) : 
 
A second group beyliks that emerged as a result of the weakening of this central state under 
the Mongol blow with the Battle of Köse Dağ in 1243 which had the indirect consequence of 
extending the Turkic territory in Western Anatolia toward the end of the 13th century. 
 
Founded after the Battle of Köse Dağ : 
 
Beylik's name Capital city Duration of rule 

Afshar Erzurum 1480-1534 

Ahiler  Ankara c. 1290-1362 

Alaiye Alanya 
1293-1471 as 
vassals 
to Karamanids 

Aydinids Birgi, later Ayasluğ (Selçuk) 1300–1425 

Canik Samsun- Amasya and the vicinity ?-1460 

Jandarids (later 
called Isfendiyarids) 

Eflani, later Kastamonu, last Sinop 1291–1461 

Chobanids Kastamonu (preceding the Jandarids) 1211–1309 

Dulkadirids Elbistan, later Maraş 1348–1522 

Eretnids Sivas, later Kayseri 1335–1390 

Erzincan Erzincan 1379–1410 

Eshrefids Beyşehir 1285–1326 

Germiyanids Kütahya 1300–1429 

Hamidids Eğirdir 1300–1391 

Kadi Burhan al-Din Sivas (replacing the Eretnids) 1381–1398 
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Beylik's name Capital city Duration of rule 

Karamanids Larende (Karaman) 1250-1487 

Karasids/Karası Balıkesir, later Bergama and Çanakkale 1296–1357 

Ladik (also 
called İnançoğlu, 
dependent to Sahib Ataids 
and Germiyanids) 

Denizli 1262–1391 

Menteşe Milas 1261–1424 

Beylik of 
Osmanoğulları (later 
the Ottoman Empire) 

Söğüt, 
later Bursa, Dimetoka, Edirne and Istanb
ul 

1299-1922 

Pervâneoğlu Sinop 1277-1322 

Sahib Ataids Afyonkarahisar 1275–1341 

Sarukhanids Manisa 1300–1410 

Teke (issued from 
the Hamidids) 

Antalya, later Korkuteli 1321–1423 

Beylik of Dobruja Babadag 1281-1299 
 
Society : 
 
Language : 
 
Combined with the Seljuqs and the immigration of Turkic tribes into the Anatolian mainland, 
the Anatolian Beyliks spread Turkic language and Islamic culture in Anatolia. Unlike the 
Seljuqs, whose language of administration was Persian, the Anatolian beyliks adopted spoken 
Turkic as their formal literary language. The Turkish language achieved widespread use in 
these principalities and reached its highest sophistication during the Ottoman era. 
  
Art : 
 

 
 

İsa Bey Mosque in Selçuk near İzmir, built by the Beylik of Aydınids in 1375 



 

25 
 

In spite of their limited sources and the political climate of their era, art during the Anatolian 
beyliks flourished, probably building the basis for Ottoman art. Although the artistic style of the 
Anatolian beyliks can be considered as representatives of a transition period 
between Seljuks and Ottomans, new trends were also acquired. Especially wandering 
traditional crafts artists and architects helped spread these new trends and localized styles to 
several beyliks across Anatolia, which resulted in innovative and original works particularly in 
architecture. Wood and stone carving, clay tiles and other similar decorative arts of the Seljuqs 
were still used, however with the influence of the pursuit for new spaces and its reflections in 
other arts as well. 
 
Some representative examples of the Anatolian beyliks' architecture are İlyas Bey 
Mosque at Balat (Milet) (1404), İsabey Mosque at Selçuk (1375), Ulucami 
Mosque at Birgi (1312) built by the Aydın beylik. The above mosques, although being 
successors of Seljuq architecture, differ greatly in the increase of decorations in the interior 
and exterior spaces and the different placement of the courtyards and minarets. Karaman 
beylik also left noteworthy architectural works, such as Ulucami 
Mosque in Ermenek (1302), Hatuniye Madrassa in Karaman (1382), Akmedrese 
Madrassa in Niğde (1409), all of which respect a new style that considers and incorporates the 
exterior surroundings also. One of the first examples of the Anatolian beylik architecture 
hinting at the forming of the Ottoman architecture that aims at uniting the interior space 
beneath one big dome and forming a monumental architectural structure is Ulucami 
Mosque in Manisa (1374) built by the Saruhan beylik. Also worth noting is the increase in 
constructions of madrassas that points at the beyliks' attaching greater importance to sciences. 
 
Source : 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatolian_beyliks 
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5. Tengrism : 
 

 
 

A Central Asian–Eurasian Steppe and partly Siberian–East Asian religion 
 
Supreme deity  
 
Tengri 
 
Other deities/spirits 
 
Turkic 
 
Mongolic 
 
Movements 
 
Aiyy Faith 
 
Mongolian Tengerism 
 
Tengir Ordo 
 
Related movements 
 
Burkhanism 
 
Hungarian Native Faith 
 
Korean shamanism 
 
Manchu shamanism 
 
Siberian shamanism 
 
Vattisen Yaly 
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People 
 
Askar Akayev 
 
Nihal Atsız 
 
Shagdaryn Bira 
 
Grigory Gurkin 
 
Mongush Kenin-Lopsan 
 
Dastan Sarygulov 
 
Olzhas Suleimenov 
 
Galsan Tschinag 
 
Priests 
 
Qam/böö 
 
Táltos 
 
Scriptures 
 
Orkhon and Bain Tsokto inscriptions 
 
Irk Bitig 
 
Epics 
 
Holy places 
 
Belukha 
 
Burkhan Khaldun 
 
Jengish Chokusu 
 
Otgontenger 
 
Ovoos 
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Toponyms 
 
Khan Tengri 
 
Tangra Mountains 
 
Tengger Desert 
 
Related conceptions 
 
Heaven worship 
 
Sky deity 
 
Turanism 
 
Tengrism, also known as Tengriism, Tenggerism, or Tengrianism, is an ancient and 
medieval Central Asian–Eurasian Steppe sky god Tengri-centered state religion as well as a 
number of modern Turko-Mongolic native religious movements and teachings. It was the 
prevailing religion of the Turks and Mongols (including Bulgars and Xiongnu), Huns, and, 
possibly, the Manchus and Magyars, as the religion of the several medieval states: Göktürk 
Khaganate, Western Turkic Khaganate, Eastern Turkic Khaganate, Old Great Bulgaria, Danube 
Bulgaria, Volga Bulgaria, and Eastern Tourkia (Khazaria). In Irk Bitig, Tengri is mentioned 
as Türük Tängrisi (God of Turks). According to many academics, at the imperial level, 
especially by the 12th–13th centuries, Tengrism was a monotheistic religion; most 
contemporary Tengrists present it as being monotheistic too. 
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Peak of Khan Tengri at sunset 
 
The forms of the name Tengri (Old Turkic: Täŋri ) among the ancient and modern Turks and 
Mongols are Tengeri, Tangara, Tangri, Tanri, Tangre, Tegri, Tingir, Tenkri, Teri, Ter, 
and Ture. The name Tengri ("the Sky") is derived from Old Turkic: Tenk   ("daybreak") or Tan 
("dawn"). Meanwhile, Stefan Georg proposed that the Turkic Tengri ultimately originates as a 
loanword from Proto-Yeniseian *tɨŋgVr- "high". Mongolia is sometimes poetically called the 
"Land of Eternal Blue Sky" (Munkh Khukh Tengriin Oron) by its inhabitants. 
 
Tengrism has been advocated in intellectual circles of the Turkic nations of Central Asia 
(Kyrgyzstan with Kazakhstan) and Russia (Tatarstan, Bashkortostan) since the dissolution of 
the Soviet Union during the 1990s. Still practiced, it is undergoing an organized revival 
in Buryatia, Sakha (Yakutia), Khakassia, Tuva and other Turkic nations 
in Siberia. Altaian Burkhanism and Chuvash Vattisen Yaly are movements similar to Tengrism. 
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Terminology and Relationship with shamanism : 
 
The word "Tengrism" is a fairly new term. The spelling Tengrism for the religion of the ancient 
Turks is found in the works of the 19th century Kazakh Russophone ethnographer Shoqan 
Walikhanov. The term was introduced into a wide scientific circulation in 1956 by Jean-Paul 
Roux and later in the 1960s as a term of English-language papers. 

  
Tengrianism is a reflection of the Russian term, Тенгрианство ("Tengriánstvo"). It is 
introduced by Kazakh poet and turkologist Olzhas Suleymenov in his 1975-year book AZ-and-
IA. Since the 1990s, Russian-language literature uses it in the general sense, as for instance, 
reported in 1996 ("so-called Tengrianism") in the context of the nationalist rivalry over Bulgar 
legacy. 

  
The spellings Tengriism, Tangrism, Tengrianity are also found from the 1990s. In 
modern Turkey and, partly, Kyrgyzstan, Tengrism is known as the Tengricilik or Göktanrı 
dini ("Sky God religion"); the Turkish gök (sky) and tanrı (God) correspond to the 
Mongolian khukh (blue) and Tengeri (sky), respectively. Mongolian Тэнгэр шүтлэг is used in a 
1999 biography of Genghis Khan.  
 
In the XX century, a number of scientists established the existence of a religious imperial 
khagan cult in the ancient Turkic and Mongolian states. The Turkish historian of religion Ziya 
Gökalp (1876–1924) wrote in his The History of Turkish Holy Tradition and Turkish 
Civilization that the religion of the ancient Turkic states could not be primitive shamanism, 
which was only a magical part of the religion of the ancient Türks (see a historiography of the 
problem: Alici 2011, pp. 137–39). 
 
The nature of this religion remains debatable. According to many scholars, it was 
the monotheistic with the god Kök-Tengri as the Supreme Being—an idea originally inspired by 
proponents of primitive monotheism, and later supported by a number of other academics (W. 
Schmidt; R. Pettazzoni; L. Gumilyov; G. Doerfer; H. Tanyu; and others). 

  
As a variant of this concept, Tengrism was a monotheistic religion only at the imperial level in 
aristocratic circles (among the Old Turks were two types of religions: shamanism and Tengri-
centered Tengrism, the first was a part of the second) and, perhaps, only by the 12th-13th 
centuries (a late form of development of ancient shamanism in the era of the Mongol 
empire). As Jean-Paul Roux put it, that this was a strong idea of the Turks and Mongols: "As 
there is only one God in Heaven, there can only be one ruler on the earth ..." 

  
Others point out that Tengri was not an Absolute, but only a god of the upper world, sky deity, 
in polytheistic shamanism. 

  
All the contemporary followers of Tengrism present it as the monotheistic.  
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The earliest known depiction of a Siberian shaman, drawn by the Dutch explorer Nicolaes 
Witsen, who wrote an account of his travels among Samoyedic- and Tungusic-speaking peoples 
in 1692. Witsen labeled the illustration as a "Priest of the Devil," giving this figure clawed feet 
to express what he thought were demonic qualities.  
 
Tengrism differs from Siberian shamanism in that the polities practicing it were not small 
bands of hunter-gatherers like the Paleosiberians but a continuous succession of pastoral, 
semi-sedentarized Khanates and empires from the Xiongnu Empire (founded 209 BC) till the 
Mongol Empire (13th century). Among Turkic peoples it was radically supplanted by Islam, 
while in Mongolia it survives as a synthesis with Tibetan Buddhism while surviving in purer 
forms around Lake Khovsgol and Lake Baikal. Unlike Siberian shamanism, which has no written 
tradition, Tengrism can be identified from Turkic and Mongolic historical texts like the Orkhon 
inscriptions, Secret History of the Mongols, and Altan Tobchi. However, these texts are more 
historically oriented and are not strictly religious texts like the scriptures and sutras of 
sedentary civilizations, which have elaborate doctrines and religious stories. 
 
On a scale of complexity Tengrism lies somewhere between the Proto-Indo-European 
religion (a pre-state form of pastoral shamanism on the western steppe) and its later form 
the Vedic religion.  
 
The eastern steppe where Tengrism developed had more centralized, hierarchical polities than 
the western steppe. Tengrism has been noted as more centralized, less polytheistic, less myth-
intensive and more historically focused than the paganism that grew out of the western Proto-
Indo-European religion. Nonetheless, the chief god Tengri ("Heaven") is considered strikingly 
similar to the Indo-European sky god *Dyḗus, and the structure of the reconstructed Proto-
Indo-European religion is closer to that of the early Turks than to the religion of any people of 
Near Eastern or Mediterranean antiquity. 

  
The term "shamanism" was first applied by Western anthropologists as outside observers of 
the ancient religion of the Turks and Mongols, as well as those of the neighbouring Tungusic 
and Samoyedic-speaking peoples. Upon observing more religious traditions across the world, 
some Western anthropologists began to also use the term in a very broad sense. The term was 
used to describe unrelated magico-religious practices found within the ethnic religions of other 
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parts of Asia, Africa, Australasia and even completely unrelated parts of the Americas, as they 
believed these practices to be similar to one another. 
 

 
 

Russian postcard based on a photo taken in 1908 by S.I. Borisov, showing a female 
shaman, of probable Khakas ethnicity. 
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Buryat shaman performing a libation 
 
Terms for 'shaman' and 'shamaness' in Siberian languages : 
 

 'shaman': saman (Nedigal, Nanay, Ulcha, Orok), sama (Manchu). The variant /šaman/ (i.e., 
pronounced "shaman") is Evenk (whence it was borrowed into Russian). 
 

 'shaman': alman, olman, wolmen (Yukagir) 
 

 'shaman': [qam] (Tatar, Shor, Oyrat), [xam] (Tuva, Tofalar) 
 

 The Buryat word for shaman is бөө (böö) [bøː], from early Mongolian böge.  
 

 'shaman': ńajt (Khanty, Mansi), from Proto-Uralic *nojta (c.f. Sámi noaidi) 
 

 'shamaness': [iduɣan] (Mongol), [udaɣan] (Yakut), udagan (Buryat), udugan (Evenki,  
Lamut), odogan (Nedigal). Related forms found in various Siberian languages 
include utagan, ubakan, utygan, utügun, iduan, or duana. All these are related to the 
Mongolian name of Etügen, the hearth goddess, and Etügen Eke 'Mother Earth'. Maria 
Czaplicka points out that Siberian languages use words for male shamans from diverse roots, 
but the words for female shaman are almost all from the same root. She connects this with the 
theory that women's practice of shamanism was established earlier than men's, that "shamans 
were originally female." 
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Buryat scholar Irina S. Urbanaeva developed a theory of Tengrist esoteric traditions in Central 
Asia after the collapse of the Soviet Union and the revival of national sentiment in the former 
Soviet republics of Central Asia.  
 
Historical Tengrism : 
 

 
 
 

Tengri in Old Turkic script (written from right to left as Тeŋiri) 
 

 
 

Kul Tigin monument, 8th century 
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For the first time the name Tengri recorded in Chinese chronicles from the 4th century BC as 
the sky god of the Xiongnu, it takes the Chinese form 撑犁 (Cheng-li). 
 
The cult of Heaven-Tengri is fixed by the Orkhon, or Old Turkic script used by 
the Göktürks ("celestial Turks") and other early khanates during the 8th to 10th centuries. 

 

 
 
Seal from Güyüg Khan's letter to Pope Innocent IV, 1246. The first four words, from top to 
bottom, left to right, read "möngke ṭngri-yin küčündür" – "Under the power of the eternal 
heaven". The words "Tngri" (Tengri) and "zrlg" (zarlig) exhibit vowel-less archaism. 
 
Tengrism was the religion of the several medieval states: Göktürk Khaganate, Western Turkic 
Khaganate, Old Great Bulgaria, Danube Bulgaria, Volga Bulgaria, and Eastern Tourkia 
(Khazaria) Turkic beliefs contains the sacral book Irk Bitig from Uyghur Khaganate. 

  
Tengrism also played a large role in the religion of Mongol Empires as the primary 
statespirituality. Genghis Khan and several generations of his followers were Tengrian believers 
and "Shaman-Kings" until his fifth-generation descendant, Uzbeg Khan, turned to Islam in the 
14th century. Old Tengrist prayers have come to us from the Secret History of the 
Mongols (13th century). The priests-prophets (temujin) resevied them, according to faiths, 
from the great deity/spirit Munkh Tenger.  
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A traditional Kyrgyz yurt in 1860 in the Syr Darya Oblast. Note the lack of a 
compression ring at the top 

 
The original Mongol khans, followers of Tengri, were known for their tolerance of other 
religions. Möngke Khan, the fourth Great Khan of the Mongol Empire, said: "We believe that 
there is only one God, by whom we live and by whom we die, and for whom we have an 
upright heart. But as God gives us the different fingers of the hand, so he gives to men diverse 
ways to approach him." ("Account of the Mongols. Diary of William Rubruck", religious debate 
in court documented by William of Rubruck on May 31, 1254). 
 
The cult of Heaven was probably the similar with Tengrism among the Tungusic peoples, 
which, together with the Turks and the Mongols, belong to the hypothetical Altaic language 
family, especially those who had their statehood as Manchus (the sky deity in Manchu 
shamanism colled Apka Enduri). 

  
According to Hungarian archaeological research, the religion of the Magyars (Hungarians) until 
the end of the 10th century (before Christianity) was Tengrism. 

  
Tengrists view their existence as sustained by the eternal blue sky (Tengri), the fertile mother-
earth spirit (Eje) and a ruler regarded as the holy spirit of the sky. Heaven, earth, spirits of 
nature and ancestors provide for every need and protect all humans. By living an upright, 
respectful life, a human will keep his world in balance and perfect his personal Wind Horse, or 
spirit. The Huns of the northern Caucasus reportedly believed in two gods: Tangri Han (or 
Tengri Khan), considered identical to the Persian Esfandiyār and for whom horses were 
sacrificed, and Kuar (whose victims are struck by lightning). 
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Traditional Tengrism persists among the Mongols and in some Turko-Mongolian regions of 
Russia (Sakha, Buryatia, and Tuva) in parallel with other religions. 

  
Orkhon inscriptions : 
 
According to the Orkhon inscriptions, Tengri played a big role in choices of the kaghan, and in 
guiding his actions. Many of these were performed because "Heaven so ordained" (Old 
Turkic: Teŋіri yarïlqaduq üčün  ). 

 
Arghun's letters : 
 

 
 
Arghun Khan's 1289 letter to Philip the Fair, in classical Mongolian script. The letter was given 
to the French king by Buscarel of Gisolfe. 
 
Arghun expressed the association of Tengri with imperial legitimacy and military success. The 
majesty (suu) of the khan is a divine stamp granted by Tengri to a chosen individual through 
which Tengri controls the world order (the presence of Tengri in the khan). In this letter, 
"Tengri" or "Mongke Tengri" ("Eternal Heaven") is at the top of the sentence. In the middle of 
the magnified section, the phrase Tengri-yin Kuchin ("Power of Tengri") forms a pause before it 
is followed by the phrase Khagan-u Suu ("Majesty of the Khan"): 
 
Under the Power of the Eternal Tengri. Under the Majesty of the Khan (Kublai Khan). Arghun 
Our word. To the Ired Farans (King of France). Last year you sent your ambassadors led by 
Mar Bar Sawma telling Us: "if the soldiers of the Il-Khan ride in the direction of Misir (Egypt) 
we ourselves will ride from here and join you", which words We have approved and said (in 
reply) "praying to Tengri (Heaven) We will ride on the last month of winter on the year of the 
tiger and descend on Dimisq (Damascus) on the 15th of the first month of spring." Now, if, 
being true to your words, you send your soldiers at the appointed time and, worshipping 
Tengri, we conquer those citizens (of Damascus together), We will give you Orislim 
(Jerusalem). How can it be appropriate if you were to start amassing your soldiers later than 
the appointed time and appointment? What would be the use of regretting afterwards?  
 
Also, if, adding any additional messages, you let your ambassadors fly (to Us) on wings, 
sending Us luxuries, falcons, whatever precious articles and beasts there are from the land of 
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the Franks, the Power of Tengri (Tengri-yin Kuchin) and the Majesty of the Khan (Khagan-u 
Suu) only knows how We will treat you favorably. With these words We have sent Muskeril 
(Buscarello) the Khorchi. Our writing was written while We were at Khondlon on the sixth 
khuuchid (6th day of the old moon) of the first month of summer on the year of the cow.  
 

 
 

1290 letter from Arghun to Pope Nicholas IV 
 
Arghun expressed Tengrism's non-dogmatic side. The name Mongke Tengri ("Eternal Tengri") 
is at the top of the sentence in this letter to Pope Nicholas IV, in accordance with Mongolian 
Tengriist writing rules. The words "Tngri" (Tengri) and "zrlg" (zarlig, decree/order) are still 
written with vowel-less archaism: 
 
... Your saying "May [the Ilkhan] receive silam (baptism)" is legitimate. We say: "We the 
descendants of Genghis Khan, keeping our own proper Mongol identity, whether some receive 
silam or some don't, that is only for Eternal Tengri (Heaven) to know (decide)." People who 
have received silam and who, like you, have a truly honest heart and are pure, do not act 
against the religion and orders of the Eternal Tengri and of Misiqa (Messiah or Christ).  
 
Regarding the other peoples, those who, forgetting the Eternal Tengri and disobeying him, are 
lying and stealing, are there not many of them? Now, you say that we have not received silam, 
you are offended and harbor thoughts of discontent. [But] if one prays to Eternal Tengri and 
carries righteous thoughts, it is as much as if he had received silam. We have written our letter 
in the year of the tiger, the fifth of the new moon of the first summer month (May 14th, 1290), 
when we were in Urumi. 
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Tengrism in the Secret History of the Mongols : 
 

 
 

Mount Burkhan Khaldun is a place where Genghis Khan regularly prayed to Tengri 
 
Tengri is mentioned many times in the Secret History of the Mongols, written in 1240. The 
book starts by listing the ancestors of Genghis Khan starting from Borte Chino (Blue Wolf) born 
with "destiny from Tengri". Bodonchar Munkhag the 9th generation ancestor of Genghis Khan 
is called a "son of Tengri". When Temujin was brought to the Qongirat tribe at 9 years old to 
choose a wife, Dei Setsen of the Qongirat tells Yesugei the father of Temujin (Genghis Khan) 
that he dreamt of a white falcon, grasping the sun and the moon, come and sit on his hands.  
 
He identifies the sun and the moon with Yesugei and Temujin. Temujin then encounters Tengri 
in the mountains at the age of 12. The Taichiud had come for him when he was living with his 
siblings and mother in the wilderness, subsisting on roots, wild fruits, sparrows and fish. He 
was hiding in the thick forest of Terguun Heights. After three days hiding he decided to leave 
and was leading his horse on foot when he looked back and noticed his saddle had fallen.  
 
Temujin says "I can understand the belly strap can come loose, but how can the breast strap 
also come loose? Is Tengri persuading me?" He waited three more nights and decided to go out 
again but a tent-sized rock had blocked the way out. Again he said "Is Tengri persuading me?", 
returned and waited three more nights. Finally he lost patience after 9 days of hunger and 
went around the rock, cutting down the wood on the other side with his arrow-whittling knife, 
but as he came out the Taichiud were waiting for him there and promptly captured 
him. Toghrul later credits the defeat of the Merkits with Jamukha and Temujin to the "mercy of 
mighty Tengri" (paragraph 113). 
 
Khorchi of the Baarin tells Temujin of a vision given by "Zaarin Tengri" where a bull raises dust 
and asks for one of his horns back after charging the ger cart of Jamukha (Temujin's rival) 
while another ox harnessed itself to a big ger cart on the main road and followed Temujin, 
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bellowing "Heaven and Earth have agreed to make Temujin the Lord of the nation and I am 
now carrying the nation to you". Temujin afterward tells his earliest companions Boorchi and 
Zelme that they will be appointed to the highest posts because they first followed him when he 
was "mercifully looked upon by Tengri" (paragraph 125). In the Battle of Khuiten, Buyuruk 
Khan and Quduga try using zad stones to cause a thunderstorm against Temujin but it 
backfires and they get stuck in slippery mud. They say "the wrath of Tengri is upon us" and 
flee in disorder (paragraph 143).  
 
Temujin prays to "father Tengri" on a high hill with his belt around his neck after defeating the 
Taichiud at Tsait Tsagaan Tal and taking 100 horses and 50 breastplates. He says "I haven't 
become Lord thanks to my own bravery, but I have defeated my enemies thanks to the love of 
my father mighty Tengri". When Nilqa Sengum the son of Toghrul Khan tries to convince him 
to attack Temujin, Toghrul says "How can I think evil of my son Temujin? If we think evil of 
him when he is such a critical support to us, Tengri will not be pleased with us". After Nilqa 
Sengum throws a number of tantrums Toghrul finally relents and says "I was afraid of Tengri 
and said how can I harm my son. If you are really capable, then you decide what you need to 
do". 

 
When Boorchi and Ogedei return wounded from the battle against Toghrul, Genghis Khan 
strikes his chest in anguish and says "May Eternal Tengri decide" (paragraph 172). Genghis 
Khan tells Altan and Khuchar "All of you refused to become Khan, that is why I led you as 
Khan. If you would have become Khan I would have charged first in battle and brought you the 
best women and horses if high Khukh Tengri showed us favor and defeated our enemies". After 
defeating the Keraits Genghis Khan says "By the blessing of Eternal Tengri I have brought low 
the Kerait nation and ascended the high throne" (paragraph 187).  
 
Genghis sends Subutai with an iron cart to pursue the sons of Togtoa and tells him "If you act 
exposed though hidden, near though far and maintain loyalty then Supreme Tengri will bless 
you and support you" (paragraph 199). Jamukha tells Temujin "I had no trustworthy friends, 
no talented brothers and my wife was a talker with great words. That is why I have lost to you 
Temujin, blessed and destined by Father Tengri." Genghis Khan appoints Shikhikhutug chief 
judge of the Empire in 1206 and tells him "Be my eyes to see and ears to hear when I am 
ordering the empire through the blessing of Eternal Tengri" (paragraph 203).  
 
Genghis Khan appoints Muqali "Gui Wang" because he "transmitted the word of Tengri when I 
was sitting under the spreading tree in the valley of Khorkhunag Jubur where Hotula Khan 
used to dance" (paragraph 206). He gives Khorchi of the Baarin 30 wives because he promised 
Khorchi he would fulfill his request for 30 wives "if what you say comes true through the mercy 
and power of Tengri" (paragraph 207). 
 
Genghis mentions both Eternal Tengri and "heaven and earth" when he says "By the mercy of 
Eternal Tengri and the blessing of heaven and earth I have greatly increased in power, united 
all the great nation and brought them under my reins" (paragraph 224). Genghis orders Dorbei 
the Fierce of the Dorbet tribe to "strictly govern your soldiers, pray to Eternal Tengri and try to 
conquer the Khori Tumed people" (paragraph 240).  
 
After being insulted by Asha Khambu of the Tanguts of being a weak Khan Genghis Khan says 
"If Eternal Tengri blesses me and I firmly pull my golden reins, then things will become clear at 
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that time" (paragraph 256). When Asha Khambu of the Tangut insults him again after his 
return from the Khwarezmian campaign Genghis Khan says "How can we go back (to Mongolia) 
when he says such proud words?  
 
Though I die I won't let these words slip. Eternal Tengri, you decide" (paragraph 265). After 
Genghis Khan "ascends to Tengri" (paragraph 268) during his successful campaign against the 
Tangut (Xi Xia) the wheels of the returning funeral cart gets stuck in the ground and Gilugdei 
Baatar of the Sunud says "My horse-mounted divine lord born with destiny from Khukh Tengri, 
have you abandoned your great nation?" Batu Khan sends a secret letter to Ogedei 
Khan saying "Under the power of the Eternal Tengri, under the Majesty of my uncle the Khan, 
we set up a great tent to feast after we had broken the city of Meged, conquered the Orosuud 
(Russians), brought in eleven nations from all directions and pulled on our golden reins to hold 
one last meeting before going our separate directions" (paragraph 275).  
 
Contemporary Tengrism : 
 

 
 

White Sülde Tngri temple in the town of Uxin Banner in Inner Mongolia, China 
 
A revival of Tengrism has played a role in search for native spiritual roots and Pan-
Turkism ideology since the 1990s, especially, in Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, some 
autonomous republics of the Russian Federation (Tatarstan, Bashkortostan, Buryatia, Yakutia, 
and others), among the Crimean Karaites and Crimean Tatars.   
 
After 1908 Young Turk Revolution, and especially the proclamation of the Republic in 1923, a 
nationalist idleology of Turanism and Kemalism contributed to the revival of Tengrism. Islamic 
censorship was abolished, which allowed an objective study of the pre-Islamic religion of the 
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Turks. The Turkish language was purified of Arabic, Persian and other borrowings. A number of 
figures, if they did not officially abandon Islam, but adopted Turkic names, such as Mustafa 
Kemal Atatürk (Atatürk — "father of Turks") and the historian of religion and ideologist of the 
Kemalist regime Ziya Gökalp (Gökalp — "sky hero"). 
 

 
 

Nihâl Atsız (1905–1975), one of the first ideologists of modern Tengrism 
 
The prominent Turkish writer and historian Nihal Atsiz was Tengrist and the ideologue of 
Turanism. The followers of Tengrism in the paramilitary organisation Grey Wolves, mainly 
inspired by his work, replace the Arabic designation of the god "Allah" with the Turkish "Tanri" 
in the oath and pronounce: "Tanrı Türkü Korusun" (Tengri, bless the Türks!). 

  
The most famous modern ideologues and theorists of Tengrism are Igor Achkinazi (1954–
2006), Murad Adji [ru] (1944–2018), Sabetkazy Akatai [kk] (1938–2003), Aron 
Atabek [ru], Nurmagambet Ayupov [kk] (1955–2010), Rafael Bezertinov, Shagdaryn 
Bira, Firdus Devbash [ru], Yosif Dmitriev (Trer) [ru] (1947–2018), Mongush Kenin-
Lopsan, Auezkhan Kodar [kk] (1958–2016), Choiun Omuraliyev, David Rebi [ru] (1922–
2019), Dastan Sarygulov, and Olzhas Suleimenov. 

  
The poet, literary critic and Turkologist Olzhas Suleimenov, the eulogist of the Kazakh national 
identity, in his book AZ-and-IA that was banned after publication in 1975 in Soviet Kazakhstan, 
USSR, presented Tengrism ("Tengrianstvo") as one of most ancient religions in the world.  
 
Tengrism has very few active adherents, but its revival of a ethnic religion reached a larger 
audience in intellectual circles. Former Presidents of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev and 
Kyrgyzstan Askar Akayev have called Tengrism the national, "natural" religion of the Turkic 
peoples. So, during the 2002 trip to Khakassia, Russia, Akayev spoke out that a xisit to 
the Yenisei River and the runic steles constituted "a pilgrimage to a holy place for the Kyrgyz" 
just as the pilgrimage to Mecca. Presenting Islam as foreign to the Turkic peoples, as Semitic 
religion together with Christianity and Judaism, adherents are found primarily among the 
nationalistic parties of Central Asia. Tengrism may be interpreted as a Turkic version 
of Russian neopaganism, which is already well-established. It partly semilar to the new 
religious movements, such as New Age. 
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In Tatarstan, the only Tengrist periodical Beznen-Yul (Our Path) appeared in 1997, and also 
works a theorist of Tengrist movement Rafael Bezertinov. He writes:  
 
Today it’s hard to even say who the modern Turks and Mongols. Their names are 90% Arabic, 
Persian, Greek, Jewish, etc; religion is Semitic (Arabic, Christian, Jewish) and Indian; many do 
not know their philosophy and traditions; live by the laws and lifestyle of the West; clothes and 
their food is western; the alphabet is western; forgotten your kind and ancestors; they do not 
know the history of their folk; many city residents do not speak their native language. Who are 
they really and what do they have own for today? Only hereditary genes ... 
 

 
 

Tengrist "Aiyy Faith" temple House of Purification (Yakut: Арчы Дьиэтэ) (2002) 
in Yakutsk, Russia, taken away by the authorities. 

  
The Yakut philologist Lazar Afanasyev-Teris, PhD has founded Tengrist organisation "Kut-Siur" 
(at present, Aiyy Faith) in the 1990–1993. The headquarters of the International Fund of 
Tengri Research is also located in Yakutsk. 
  
Several Kyrgyz politicians are advocating Tengrism to fill a perceived ideological void. Dastan 
Sarygulov, secretary of state and former chair of the Kyrgyz state gold-mining company, 
established in 2005 the Tengir Ordo—a civic group promoting the values and traditions of 
Tengrism—and an International scientific center of Tengrist studies. He based on the ideas of 
one of the first ideologists of pre-Islamic religion in the post-Soviet space, the Kyrgyz writer 
Choiun Omuraliyev alias Choiun uulu Omuraly, described in his book Tengrism (1994). 

  
Another Kyrgyz proponent of Tengrism, Kubanychbek Tezekbaev, was prosecuted for inciting 
religious and ethnic hatred in 2011 with statements in an interview describing Kyrgyz mullahs 
as "former alcoholics and murderers". 
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At the same time, the Kyrgyz authorities do not go for the official registration of "Tengirchilik" 
(Теңирчилик) and other Tengrist associations. 

  
They are related to Tengrism or are part of it also movements within the framework of the 
anti-shamanistic Burkhanism (Ak Jang) that arose in 1904 in Altai and the ethnic faith Vattisen 
Yaly in Chuvashia, Russia.  
 
Articles on Tengrism have been published in social-scientific journals. In 2003 in Bishkek, 
the Tengir Ordo Foundation held the first international scientific symposium on Tengrism 
"Tengrism—the worldview of the Altaic peoples". The conference "Tengrism as a new factor for 
the identity construction in Central Asia" was organized by the French Institute for Central Asia 
Studies in Almaty, Kazakhstan, 25 February 2005.  
 
Since 2007, every two years, International scientific conferences "Tengrism and the epic 
heritage of Eurasian nomads: origins and modernity" have been held in Russia, Mongolia and 
other countries (the first was sponsored by the Ministry of Culture and Spiritual Development 
of the Sakha Republic (Yakutia). 

  
Symbols and holy places : 
 

 
 

One of main symbols of Tengrism 
 
A symbol used by many Tengrists, representing the runic spelling of god Tengri and "shangrak" 
(an equilateral cross in a circle), depicting the roof opening of a yurt, and a shaman's drum. 
 
Many world-pictures and symbols are attributed to folk religions of Central Asia and Russian 
Siberia. Shamanistic religious symbols in these areas are often intermixed. For example, 
drawings of world-pictures on Altaic shamanic drums.  
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Mongolian shamanism Temdeg symbol 
 

 
 

Shangrak—top of the yurt—symbol of Tengrism 
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Belukha Mountain (Üch-Sümer) in Altai 
 
The tallest mountain peaks usually became sacred places. Since the time of the Turkic 
Khaganate, this is Otgontenger in Mongolia—perhaps, the Otuken of the old inscriptions, state 
ceremonies are held were. Among others: Belukha (or Üch-Sümer) in Russia's Altai, Khan 
Tengri alias Jengish Chokusu in Kyrgyzstan (not to be confused with the modern Khan 
Tengri), and Burkhan Khaldun in Mongolia, associated with the name of Genghis Khan. 
Symbolic mountains are man-made shrines-ovoos. 
 
Beliefs : 
 
God : 
 
Kök Tengri (Blue Sky) is the Supreme Being, the One, the creator of everything. Usually it is 
understood pantheistically/panentheistically as a non-anthropomorphic Absolute, a concept 
identical to Taoist Tao, Indian Para Brahman, ancient Greek Apeiron, or Unified Field of modern 
science. 

  
All other deities are revered as Tengri's manifestations or spirits of the elements. Such, for 
instance, the pantheon of the ancient Turks: Yer-Sub, Umay, Erlik, 
Earth, Water, Fire, Sun, Moon, Star, Air, Clouds, Wind, Storm, Thunder and Lightning, Rain 
and Rainbow.  
 
Three-world cosmology : 
 
(This section's factual accuracy is disputed) 
 
As in most ancient beliefs, there is a "celestial world", the ground and an "underworld" in 
Tengrism. The only connection between these realms is the "Tree of Worlds" that is in the 
center of the worlds. 
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The celestial and the subterranean world are divided into seven layers (the underworld 
sometimes nine layers and the celestial world 17 layers). Shamans can recognize entries to 
travel into these realms. In the multiples of these realms, there are beings, living just like 
humans on the earth. They also have their own respected souls and shamans and nature 
spirits. Sometimes these beings visit the earth, but are invisible to people. They manifest 
themselves only in a strange sizzling fire or a bark to the shaman.  
 
According to the adherence of Tengrism, the world is not only a three-dimensional 
environment, but also a rotating circle. Everything is bound by this circle and the tire is always 
renewed without stopping. The three dimensions of the Earth consists of the movement of the 
sun, the season which are constantly moving, and the souls of all creatures that are born again 
after death. 

  
Heavenly world : 
 
The celestial world has many similarities with the earth, but as undefiled by humans. There is a 
healthy, untouched nature here, and the natives of this place have never deviated from the 
traditions of their ancestors. This world is much brighter than the earth and is under the 
auspices of Ulgen another son of Tengri. Shamans can also visit this world. 

  
On some days, the doors of this heavenly world are opened and the light shines through the 
clouds. During this moment, the prayers of the shamans are most influential. A shaman 
performs his imaginary journey, which takes him to the heavens, by riding a black bird, a deer 
or a horse or by going into the shape into these animals. Otherwise he may scale the World-
Tree or pass the rainbow to reach the heavenly world.  
 
Subterranean world : 
 
There are many similarities between the earth and the underworld and its inhabitants resemble 
humans, but have only two souls instead of three. They lack the "Ami soul", that produces 
body temperature and allows breathing. Therefore, they are pale and their blood is dark. The 
sun and the moon of the underworld give far less light than the sun and the moon of the earth. 
There are also forests, rivers and settlements underground. 

  
Erlik Khan (Mongolian: Erleg Khan), one of the sons of Tengri, is the ruler of the underworld. 
He controls the souls here, some of them waiting to be reborn again. Extremely evil souls were 
believed to be extinguished forever in Ela Guren. If a sick human is not dead yet, a shaman 
can move to the underworld to negotiate with Erlik to bring the person back to life. If he fails, 
the person dies. 

  
Souls : 
 
It is believed that people and animals have many souls. Generally, each person is considered 
to have three souls, but the names, characteristics and numbers of the souls may be different 
among some of the tribes: For example, for Samoyeds, a Uralic tribe living in the north of 
Siberia, believe that women consist of four and men of five souls. Since animals also have 
souls, humans must respect animals. 
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According Paulsen and Jultkratz, who conducted research in North America, North 
Asia and Central Asia by Paulsen and Jultkratz, explained two souls of this belief are the same 
to all people : 
 

 Nefes (Breath or Nafs, life or bodily spirit) 
 

 Shadow soul / Free soul 
 
There are many different names for human souls among the Turks and the Mongols, but their 
features and meanings have not been adequately researched yet. 
 

 Among Turks: Özüt, Süne, Kut, Sür, Salkin, Tin, Körmös, Yula 
 

 Among Mongols: Sünesün, Amin, Kut, Sülde 
 
In addition to these spirits, Jean Paul Roux draws attention to the "Özkonuk" spirit mentioned 
in the writings from the Buddhist periods of the Uighurs. 
 
Julie Stewart, who devoted her life to research in Mongolia described the belief in the soul in 
one of her articles: 
 

 Amin ruhu :  
 
Provides breathing and body temperature. It is the soul which invigorates. (The Turkish 
counterpart is probably Özüt) 
 

 Sünesün ruhu :  
 
Outside of the body, this soul moves through water. It is also the part of soul, which 
reincarnates. After a human died, this part of the soul moves to the world-tree. When it is 
reborn, it comes out of a source and enters the new-born. (Also called Süne ruhu among 
Turks) 
 

 Sülde ruhu :  
 
It is the soul of the self that gives a person a personality. If the other souls leave the body, 
they only loss consciousness, but if this soul leaves the body, the human dies. This soul resides 
in nature after death and is not reborn. 

  
Tengrism and Buddhism : 
 
The 17th century Mongolian chronicle Altan Tobchi (Golden Summary) contains references to 
Tengri. Tengrism was assimilated into Mongolian Buddhism while surviving in purer forms only 
in far-northern Mongolia. Tengrist formulas and ceremonies were subsumed into the state 
religion. This is similar to the fusion of Buddhism and Shinto in Japan. The Altan Tobchi 
contains the following prayer at its very end : 
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Aya gaihamshig huvilgaan bogdos 
haadiin yazguuriig odii todii 
tuuhnees 
Ayag ha tehimlig shashnaa dara 
Luvsandanzan guush beer 
Ahui ih uls zalgan uztugei hemeen 
hicheen bichuulsen tuugeer 
Amitan buhen tsagaan buyanaar 
ezlen, amin nasan urt bolood 
Amgalan jargalantan boltugai 
Erht Tengerees isht haadiin sahiusan 
beer saitar tetgen ivgeej 
Evedchin, zud, totgor, tsag busiin 
uhel ustan amarlij 
Ed tavaar delgeren, ur taria arvidan, 
nasan buyan nemj 
Enh esen amar jargalan, osge hur 
met olzii hutag orshtugai 

Aya! The origin of the 
marvelous divine Khans from 
miscellaneous histories 
Collected by the faith-professing 
monk Luvsandanzan guush 
[Buddhist title] 
Written with effort so that the 
great nation may read for 
generations. By it, 
May all beings rule through 
white virtue, living long lives 
And become possessors of 
peace and happiness 
With the spirits of the Khans 
descended from mighty Tengri 
blessing thoroughly 
May sickness, zud, obstacles 
and untimely death be removed 
and pacified 
May merchandise spread, crops 
flourish and longevity increase 
May peaceful health and 
happiness prevail, and 
auspicious luck come like rain 

 
Tengrism and Islam : 
 
Tengrism is based on personal relationship with God and spirits and personal experiences, 
which cannot be fixiated in writings; thus there can be no prophet, holy scripture, place of 
worship, clergy, dogma, rite and prayers. In contrast, Islam is based on a written corpus. 
Doctrines and religious law derive from the Quran and are explained by hadith. In this regard, 
both belief systems are fundamentally distinct. Turks usually encountered and assimilated their 
beliefs to Islam via Sufism. Turks probably identified Dervishes as something akin to 
shamans. First contact between shamanistic Turks and Islam took place during the Battle of 
Talas against the Chinese Tang dynasty. Turkic Tengrism further influenced parts of Sufism 
and Folk Islam, especially Alevism with Bektashi Order. Many shamanistic beliefs were 
considered as genuinely Islamic by many average Muslims and are still prevalent today. 

  
Muslim Turkic scholar Mahmud al-Kashgari, around the year 1075, whom he considered 
Tengrists as "infidel", offered this view: "The infidels — may God destroy them! — call the sky 
Tengri, also anything that is imposing in their eyes call Tengri, such as a great mountain or 
tree, and they bow down to such things." 

  
Tengrists oppose Islam, Christianity and Judaism as Semitic religions imposing a foreign 
religion to the Turks. And, according to some ones, by praying to the god of Islam the Turkic 
peoples would give their energy to the Jews and not to themselves (Aron Atabek [ru]). It 
excludes the experiences of other nations, but offers Semitic history as if it were the history of 
all humanity. The principle of submission (both in Islam as well as in Christianity) is 
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disregarded as one of the major failings. It allows rich people to abuse the ordinary people and 
makes human development stagnant. They advocate Turanism and abandonment of Islam as 
an Arab religion (Nihal Atsiz and others). Prayer from the heart can only be in native language, 
not Arabic. On the contrary, others assert that Tengri is indeed synonymous with Allah and 
that Turkic ancestors did not leave their former belief behind, but simply accepted Allah as new 
expression for Tengri.  
 
Aron Atabek draws attention to how the Islamization of the Kazakhs and other Turkic peoples 
was carried out: runic letters were destroyed, physically persecuted shamans, national musical 
instruments were burned and playing on them was condemned, etc.  
 
Tengrism and Christianity : 
 
Hulegu Khan sent a letter in Latin to King Louis IX of France on April 10, 1262 from his capital 
Maragheh in Iran. Kept in the Vienna National Library as MS 339 it is both an invitation for 
joint operations against the Mamluks as well as an imperious command to submit. The letter 
provides key insights into the Mongols' understanding of Tengrism's relationship to Christianity 
as well as furnishing one of the first Latin transcriptions of Tengri. Only a few sentences from 
the lengthy letter are shown below (those with relevancy to Tengrism) : 
 

Deus...locutus est auo nostro 
Chingischan per Temptemgri 
(nomen quod interpretatur propheta 
dei) 
eiusdem cognatum futuros euentus 
miraculose temporum reuelans 
eidem per dictumi Teptemgri 
nunciando 
significans: “In excelsis ego sum 
deus omnipotens solus et te super 
gentes et regna constitui 
dominatorem 
Nos igitur per uirtutem Mengutengri 
(id est dei uiui) Huyleu cham, dux 
milicie Mungalorum 
illustri regi Francorum Ludwico 
uniuersis et singulis tocius regni 
Francie Barachmar (id est salutem) 
Nunciando predictam reuelationem 
notificamus ut nobis mandatum dei 
uiui exegentibus eo indubitancius 
acquiescere uelitis quo potestatem 
nostram ab ipso Mengutengri 
collatam diligencius consideretis 
 
papam Francorum regem uel 
imperatorem fuisse credidisse, sed 
postea 

God...spoke to our grandfather 
Genghis Khan by Teb Tengri 
(meaning Prophet of God) 
His relative, miraculously 
revealing the future through the 
same Teb Tengri 
Saying: "On high, I alone am 
God Almighty and made you 
lord over peoples and 
kingdoms" 
We, by the power of 
Mengutengri (living God), 
Hulegu Khan, leader of the 
Mongol army 
To Louis, illustrious King of the 
Franks and to all France, 
Barachmar (greetings) 
Revealing the above revelation 
we notify you to follow the 
command of God 
Considering well that we 
received our power from the 
same Mengutengri 
 
We thought the Pope was a King 
of France or an emperor, but 
later, 
After diligent enquiry, 
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diligentiori inquisitione habita 
intelleximus ipsum esse uirum 
sanctum deum iugiter orantem 
pro nationibus uniuersis ipsius 
Misicatengrin (id est filii dei uiui) 
 
Mangutengri (id est in uiuo deo) 
eternaliter sine fine ualete 
Datum in ciuitate Maraga anno 
decimo, Nochoe, die decima mensis 
Aprilis 

understood he is a holy man 
who prays to God incessantly 
On behalf of all the nations of 
Misicatengrin (that is the son of 
the living God) 
 
Mangutengri (that is, the living 
God) eternally without end 
farewell 
Given in the city of Maragha the 
tenth year, Nochoe (dog year), 
April 10th 

 
The letter largely propounds the usual Mongol ideology and understanding of Tengrism with 
mentions of the supreme shaman Kokochu Teb Tengri. All meanings of Tengri including the 
sky, the most high God and "a god" are implied in the letter. Jesus Christ is 
called Misicatengrin or Messiah-Tengri in the letter. The Misica is from Syriac mshiha (Messiah, 
Christ) as opposed to Arabic masih. Another Syriac word in the letter is Barachmar (greetings). 
This points to the well-known Nestorian heritage within the Mongol Empire which used Syriac 
as its liturgical language. The Mongolian letter of Arghun Khan to Pope Nicholas IV (1290) also 
uses the word Misica for Christ. William of Rubruck reported that Arig Boke, brother of Hulegu 
Khan, used the word Messiah near Karakorum in 1254 (Then they began to blaspheme against 
Christ, but Arabuccha stopped them saying: "You must not speak so, for we know that the 
Messiah is God").  
 
There are elements of syncretism between Tengrism and Nestorian Christianity with 
overlapping notions of monotheism and a traditional view of Christ as Misicatengrin probably 
dating back to the Keraite conversion in 1007. In Hulegu's letter Tengrism takes the 
overarching, non-dogmatic role and contains Nestorianism as a compatible subset, in line with 
the religious pluralism practiced by the Mongols. Hulegu himself was not strictly a Christian, 
although his wife, his general Kitbuqa and mother were Nestorians. He was a Tengriist whose 
Nestorian interests were of the Mongol, syncretic type. His successor Abaqa Khan would take 
part in the Ninth Crusade with the future King Edward of England in 1271 and also storm 
the Krak des Chevaliers in February 1281 with the Hospitallers of Margat. 
 
Source : 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tengrism 
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6. Ghoonghat and Islamic Veils : 
 
There has been a tradition in India of women covering their head or face using Odhni or 
Ghoonghat. This tradition is only in culture of people who have migrated from other countries 
and lived in India.  
 
The tradition of covering face or head is also seen in Islam.  
 

1. Ghoonghat : 
 

 
 

Woman performing folk dance in Ghoonghat 
 
A ghoonghat (ghunghat, ghunghta, ghumta, odhni, laaj, chunari, jhund) is a headcovering 
or headscarf, worn in the Indian subcontinent, by some married Hindu, Jain and Sikh women 
to cover their heads, and often their faces. Generally aanchal or pallu, the loose end of a sari is 
pulled over the head and face to act as a ghunghat. A dupatta (long scarf) is also commonly 
used as a ghungat. Today, facial veiling by Hindu women as part of everyday attire is now 
mostly limited to the Hindi Belt region of India, particularly Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar. 
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Facial veiling is not sanctioned in Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, and Sikhism but some sections 
of the society from the 1st century B.C. advocated the use of the veil for married women, 
which came to be known as ghoonghat. It has been both romanticized and criticized in 
religious and folk literature.  
 
Etymology : 
 
The word ghoongat, ghunghat or ghunghta is derived from Avagunthana (Sanskrit: अवगु ठन) 

meaning veil, hiding and cloak and Oguntheti (Pali: ओगु थे त) to cover, veil over and hide.  

 
History : 
 

 
 

Woman in ghoonghat; Rajput miniature painting from Bundi, Rajasthan, India 
 
The ghoongat, ghunghat or ghunghta veil evolved from ancient Avagunthana in (Sanskrit: 
अवगु ठन) veil, hiding and cloak. Early Sanskrit literature has a wide vocabulary of terms for the 

veils used by women, such as avagunthana meaning cloak-veil, uttariya meaning shoulder-
veil, adhikantha pata meaning neck-veil, and sirovas-tra meaning head-veil. 

  
In the post-Gupta period, Śūdraka, the author of Mṛcchakatika set in the fifth century BC, 
mentions that some females wore a thin head-veil (avagunthana) to conceal and beautify their 
coiffures. This hair-net of various colors was called as jālaka and it was used to keep the hair 
from being ruffled by breezes. However, this female hair-dress was not used by women every 
day and at every time. It was worn on special occasions like marriage or at the time of going 
out. Śūdraka notes that a married woman was expected to put on a veil while moving in the 
public. This may indicate that it was not necessary for unmarried females to put on a veil.  
 
In Mṛcchakatika, courtesan Vasantasena's mother, having received ornaments for her daughter 
from a wealthy suitor to keep her as his mistress, she sends Vasantasena with her maid, asks 
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her to go in the carriage bedecked with ornaments and to put on her avagunthana veil. This 
instruction is taken to signify that a courtesan who has accepted a suitor, had to use a veil in 
public similar to married women. At the end of the play when Vasanthasena is legally wedded, 
she receives the title "Vadhūśabda" meaning "title of a bride" simultaneously with the veil 
"vasantasenām avagunthya" meaning "a token of honorable marriage". In the same literature, 
courtesans' maid servant Madanika marries her lover Sarvilaka, a thief who changes his ways. 
Her new husband says to her that she has achieved what is difficult to acquire: "Vadhūśabda 
avagunthanam" meaning "the title and veil of a bride". 

 
In the Pratimānātaka, a play by Bhāsa (3 - 4 CE) describes in context of 
the Avagunthana cloak-veil that "ladies may be seen without any blame [for the parties 
concerned] in a religious session, in marriage festivities, during a calamity and in a forest". The 
same sentiment is more generically expressed in Nāgānanda and Priyadarśikā by Harsha, 
where maidens were expected to wear no veil; it was donned only after the marriage. Later, 
the veil was referred to by the same term, avagunthana, in Śiśupālavadha and 
the Dashakumaracharita. According to commentator Sankara, the ladies of Sthanvisvara used 
to go about covering their faces with a veil.  
 
In Buddhist Mahayana literature, Lalitavistara Sūtra written in the 3rd century CE, young 
bride Yasodharā objected to observe veiling (oguntheti/oguṇthikā) in front of respected elders. 
This was taken to be a sign of immodesty and willfulness, as people criticized her and 
gossiped. When she became aware of this, Yasodharā came before the assembled court and 
defended herself in a long statement: "Those whose thoughts have no cover, no shame or 
decorum or any virtue, those who gossip, may cover themselves with a thousand garments, 
yet they walk the earth naked. But those who veil their minds, control their senses, and have 
no thought for any other except their husband, why should they veil their faces?" Yasodharā's 
parents-in-law were delighted with their daughter-in-law's proud statement and gave her two 
white garments covered with jewels. 

  
The Lalitavistara Sūtra reflects changing times around the 3rd century CE and Buddhists' 
attempt to counter this growing practice, as there is no mention of this entire incident in early 
Buddhist Theravada literature. However, the mention of face veil in any literature was mostly 
restricted to the royal and noble ladies. 
 
In Valmiki's Ramayana dated between the 5th century BCE to the first century BCE, 
Prince Rama asks his wife Sita to unveil herself so that the gathered citizens of Ayodhya can 
take a look at them before they go in exile to the forest; there is no mention of Sita veiling 
herself again after this incident. At the end of the epic, hearing the news of Ravana's death, his 
queens giving up to lamentations rush outside without their Avagunthana, in which chief 
queen Mandodari surrounding his corpse says "Why do you not get angry, beholding me, 
having put off my veil, walk out on foot by the city gate? Do you behold your wives who have 
thrown off their veils. Why are you not angry seeing them all come out of the city?" Thus, it is 
notable that royal women avoided public gaze and veiling was expected to be worn only by 
married women.  
 
In Abhijñānaśākuntalam by Kālidāsa, written between the 3rd and 4th century CE, when the 
heroine arrives at King Duhsanta's palace, seeking to take up her wifely status, the king first 
remarks "Kā svid avagunthanavati" meaning "who is this veiled one?" and immediately 
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forbears to look at her, with the words "Anirvarnaniyam parakalatram" meaning "The wife of 
another is not to be inspected." This largely indicates that Avagunthana was a sign of a 
respectable married woman, and was a married woman's raiment.  
 
Medieval period : 
 
n Kathāsaritsāgara written in the 11th century AD, heroine in the 
story Ratnaprabhā protesting: "I consider that the strict seclusion of women is a folly produced 
by jealousy. It is of no use whatsoever. Women of good character are guarded only by their 
own virtue and nothing else." Rational opposition against veiling and seclusion from spirited 
ladies resulted in the system not becoming popular for several centuries. However, it is notable 
that some section of society from the 1st century B.C. advocated the use of the veil for 
married women. There is no proof that a large section of society observed strict veiling until 
the medieval period. 

  
Under the Islamic Mughal Empire, various aspects of veiling and seclusion of women was 
adopted, such as the concept of Purdah and Zenana, partly as an additional protection for 
women. Purdah became common in the 15th and 16th century, as 
both Vidyāpati and Chaitanya mention it.[30] Sikhism was highly critical of purdah; Guru Amar 
Das condemned it and rejected seclusion and veiling of women, which saw decline 
of purdah among most classes during this period. 
 

 
 

A Hindu bride with full veiling during Hindu wedding ceremony in Jaipur, Rajasthan, 
India 
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Significance : 
 
In ghoonghat practice, facial veiling observed by married women is known as Laaj (Sanskrit: 
ल जा, Lajja - modesty, honor, shame). In veiling practice, it literally means "To keep (one's) 

modesty, shame and honor". Earliest attested word Laaj in context of veiling is found 
in Valmiki's Ramayana as lajjaavaguNThanaan describing Mandodari. However, it is unclear 
whether it refers to facial veiling.  
 
During a marriage ceremony, the bride wears a veil given by her parents. Later, during the 
ceremony the bride's mother-in-law covers her face with ghoonghat; she therefore 
simultaneously wears the veil given by her parents and that from her in-laws, symbolizing her 
passing from the protection of one's household to another.  
 
Muh Dikhai (Devanagari: मूह दखाई, first gaze) is a post-wedding ceremony, where the bride is 

formally introduced to the groom's relatives and extended family. The ceremony takes place 
once the bride arrives in her new home; each family member lifts her veil, looks at the bride 
and gives her a welcoming gift. She receives Shagun from her mother-in-law, which is typically 
jewelry, clothing and silverware. After this ceremony the bride observes full veiling for the next 
few months or until her parents-in-law advise her to unveil.  
 
Post-1900s : 
 
During the early 1900s, women of royal and aristocratic class were first to abandon strict 
veiling in public. However, the head was loosely veiled due to sensitivity towards the custom 
during changing times. The other classes soon followed; it lingered on in some parts of India 
until well after the 1940s. Facial veiling has gradually declined, and is mostly limited to parts of 
Hindi-speaking areas today. In ghungat, a woman will veil her face from all men to whom she's 
related by marriage and who are senior to her husband. This would include, for example, her 
husband's father, elder brother and uncles. The effect of ghungat is to limit a young woman's 
interaction with older men.  
 
In 2004, the India Human Development Survey (IHDS) found that 55% of women in India 
practice some form of ghoonghat, majority of them in Hindi-speaking states. The survey found 
that some women may cover their face fully but for others, partial covering of the face is more 
a nod to propriety than a large impediment.  
 
Source : 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghoonghat#:~:text=A%20ghoonghat%20(ghunghat%2C%20gh
unghta%2C,heads%2C%20and%20often%20their%20faces. 
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Odhni : 
 

 
 

Odhni 
 
Some women also cover their head with a long piece of cloth known as dupatta known as 
Odhni.  
 

2. Islam : 
 

 
 
In Islamic culture, women often wear veils as a signifier of religious or cultural tradition or as a 
show of personal modesty. The type of veils worn differs based on cultural and religious 
variances. 
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 The Shayla is a long, rectangular scarf popular in the Gulf region. It is wrapped around the 
head and tucked or pinned in place at the shoulders. 
 

 The Hijab or Hejab is a square scarf that covers the head and neck but leaves the face clear. 
The hijab is worn in many countries and sects of Islam, and is the most common form of 
veiling in western countries. The hijab can be seen in many colors and styles. 
 

 The Al-amira is a two-piece veil. It consists of a close fitting cap, usually made from cotton or 
polyester, and an accompanying tube-like scarf. 
 

 The Khimar is a long, cape-like veil that hangs down to just above the waist. A popular style 
in Egypt, the Khimar covers the hair, neck and shoulders completely, but leaves the face clear. 
 

 The Chador, worn by Iranian women when outside the house, is a full-body cloak. It is often 
accompanied by a smaller headscarf underneath. 
 

 The Niqab is a veil for the face that leaves the area around the eyes clear. However, this may 
be obscured by a separate eye veil. It is worn with an accompanying headscarf, such as a 
khimar. 
 

 The Burqa is the most concealing of all Islamic veils. It covers the entire face and body, 
leaving just a mesh screen to see through. There have been attempts to ban both the niqab 
and burka in some European countries. 
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7. Ancient Bharat and Persian Clothes : 
 
A time was there when Persia (Iran) and Bharat (India) was same land. This is the reason why 
we find certain similarity in clothes which is as follows :   
 

1. India : 
 
Ancient Indian Men Clothes : 
 

 
 

Ancient Warriors of Bharat (India) 
 

During Ancient times Rajputs and Brahmins used to wear Dhoti instead of trouser. Rajputs 
were warriors and King.  
 
Brahmins were Temple Priest, Adviser to King, Minister, Teacher or a Monk.  
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Dhoti 
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Indian Women Clothes : 
 

 
 

Rajput Women 
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Rajput Women 
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Rajput Women Queen 
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Rajput Women Warrior 
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2. Iran : 
 
Ancient Iranian Men : 

 

 
 

Achaemenid Immortal Army or Immortal Guard 
 

 
 

  Archers of the Royal Persian Guard of Darius from the Hall of Artaxerxes II at Susa. 
Hand-colored halftone of an illustration (5th century BC) 
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Installation of statues of Achaemenid soldiers in Saadabad 
 

 
 

Achaemenid Soldier's 
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Bistoun 
 
Here, we can clearly see the similarity between the clothes worn by Rajputs and Brahmins and 
warriors during Achaemenid time in Persia (Iran). 
 
Iranian Women : 
 

 
 

Kurd Women 
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Gilan Women 
 

 
 

Ancient Iran Queen 
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8. Swastik : 
 
The Swastik is an ancient Aryan symbol representing luck and prosperity. Swastik symbol can 
be found in many countries and religions.  
 
The swastik or sauwastik — as a character, 卐 (right-facing or clockwise) or 卍 (left-
facing or counterclockwise) respectively — is a geometrical figure and an ancient religious 
icon in the cultures of Eurasia. It is used as a symbol of divinity and spirituality in Indian 
religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. In the Western world, it was a symbol of 
auspiciousness and good luck until the 1930s when the right-facing tilted form became a 
feature of Nazi symbolism as an emblem of the Aryan race. As a result of World War II and the 
Holocaust, many people in the West still strongly associate it 
with Nazism and antisemitism. Swastik still continues to be used as a symbol of good luck and 
prosperity in Hindu and Buddhist countries such as Nepal, India, Mongolia, and China. Swastik 
is very commonly used in Hindu marriage ceremonies. 
 
The word swastik comes from Sanskrit: वि तक, romanized: svástika, meaning 'conducive to 

well being'. In Hinduism, the right-facing symbol (卐) is called swastik, 
symbolizing surya ('sun'), prosperity and good luck, while the left-facing symbol (卍) is 
called sauvastika, symbolizing night or tantric aspects of Kali. In Jainism, a swastik is the 
symbol for Suparshvanatha – the seventh of 24 Tirthankaras (spiritual teachers and saviours), 
while in Buddhism it symbolizes the auspicious footprints of the Buddha. In several 
major Indo-European religions, the swastik symbolizes lightning bolts, representing 
the thunder god and the king of the gods, such as Indra in Vedic Hinduism, Zeus in the ancient 
Greek religion, Jupiter in the ancient Roman religion, and Thor in the ancient Germanic 
religion.  
 
The swastik is an icon which is widely found in both human history and the modern world. In 
various forms, it is otherwise known (in various European languages) as 
the fylfot, gammadion, tetraskelion, or cross cramponnée (a term in Anglo-
Norman heraldry); German: Hakenkreuz; French: croix gammée; Italian: croce uncinata. 
In Mongolian it is called Хас (khas) and mainly used in seals. In Chinese it is called 萬字 
(wànzì) meaning 'all things symbol', pronounced manji in Japanese and manja (만자) 
in Korean. A swastik generally takes the form of a cross, the arms of which are of equal length 
and perpendicular to the adjacent arms, each bent midway at a right angle. The symbol is 
found in the archeological remains of the Indus Valley Civilization  and Samarra, as well as in 
early Byzantine and Christian artwork.  
 
The right-facing swastik 卐 was adopted by several organizations in pre–World War I Europe, 
and later by the Nazi Party and Nazi Germany before World War II. It was used by the Nazi 
Party to symbolize German nationalistic pride. To Jews and other victims and enemies of Nazi 
Germany, it became a symbol of antisemitism and terror. In many Western countries, the 
swastik is now viewed as a symbol of racial supremacism and intimidation because of its 
association with Nazism. Reverence for the swastik symbol in Asian cultures, in contrast to the 
West's stigmatization of the symbol, has led to misinterpretations and misunderstandings.  
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1. Etymology and nomenclature  : 
 

 
 

Drawing of a swastik on the Snoldelev Stone (9th century) 
 
The word swastik is derived from the Sanskrit root swasti, which is composed of : 
 

 Su (सु) – good, well, auspicious 

 
 Asti (अि त) – "to be" or "there is" 

 
The word swastik has been used in the Indian subcontinent since 500 BCE. Its appearance in 
English dates to the 19th century, replacing gammadion from Greek γαμμάδιον. It is 
alternatively spelled in contemporary texts as svastika,[21] and other spellings were 
occasionally used in the 19th and early 20th century, such as suastika. It was derived from 
the Sanskrit term (Devanagari वि तक), which transliterates to svastika under the commonly 

used IAST transliteration system, but is pronounced closer to swastik when letters are used 
with their English values. An important early use of the word swastik in a European text was in 
1871 with the publications of Heinrich Schliemann, who discovered more than 1,800 ancient 
samples of the swastik symbol and its variants while digging the Hisarlik mound near the 
Aegean Sea coast for the history of Troy. Schliemann linked his findings to the 
Sanskrit swastik. 

  
The word swasti occurs frequently in the Vedas as well as in classical literature, meaning 
'health, luck, success, prosperity', and it was commonly used as a greeting. The final ka is a 
common suffix that could have multiple meanings. According to Monier-Williams, a majority of 
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scholars consider it a solar symbol. The sign implies something fortunate, lucky, or auspicious, 
and it denotes auspiciousness or well-being. 

  
The earliest known use of the word swastik is in Panini's Ashtadhyayi which uses it to explain 
one of the Sanskrit grammar rules, in the context of a type of identifying mark on a cow's 
ear. Most scholarship suggests that Panini lived in or before the 4th-century BCE, possibly in 
6th or 5th century BCE.  
 
Other names for the symbol include :  
 

 Tetragammadion (Greek: τετραγαμμάδιον) or cross gammadion (Latin: crux gammata; 
French: croix gammée), as each arm resembles the Greek letter Γ (gamma)  
 

 Hooked cross (Hakenkreuz), angled cross (Winkelkreuz), or crooked cross (Krummkreuz) 
 

 Cross cramponned, cramponnée, or cramponny in heraldry, as each arm resembles 
a crampon or angle-iron (German: Winkelmaßkreuz) 
 

 Fyifot, chiefly in heraldry and architecture 
 

 Tetraskelion (Greek: τετρασκέλιον), literally meaning 'four-legged', especially when composed 
of four conjoined legs (compare triskelion/triskele [Greek: τρισκέλιον]) 
 

 Whirling logs (Navajo, Native American): can denote abundance, prosperity, healing, and luck 
 

2. Appearance : 
 

 
 
Left: the left-facing sauwastika is a sacred symbol in the Bon and Mahāyāna 
Buddhist traditions. Right: the right-facing swastik appears commonly 
in Hinduism , Jainism and Sri Lankan Buddhism. 

  
All swastiks are bent crosses based on a chiral symmetry – but they appear with 
different geometric details: as compact crosses with short legs, as crosses with large arms and 
as motifs in a pattern of unbroken lines. One distinct representation of a swastik, as a double 
swastik or swastik made of squares, appears in a Nepalese silver mohar coin of 1685, kingdom 
of Patan (NS 805) KM# 337. 
  
Chirality describes an absence of reflective symmetry, with the existence of two versions that 
are mirror images of each other. The mirror-image forms are typically described as: 
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 Left-facing (卍) and right-facing (卐); 
 

 Left-hand (卍) and right-hand (卐). 
 
The left-facing version is distinguished in some traditions and languages as a distinct symbol 
from the right-facing and is called the "sauwastika". 
 
The compact swastik can be seen as a chiral irregular icosagon (20-sided polygon) with 
fourfold (90°) rotational symmetry. Such a swastik proportioned on a 5 × 5 square grid and 
with the broken portions of its legs shortened by one unit can tile the 
plane by translation alone. The Nazi Hakenkreuz used a 5 × 5 diagonal grid, but with the legs 
unshortened.  
 

3. Varieties of swastiks : 
 

     
     

Croix gammée Kruszwica's 
mursunsydän 

Broken sun 
cross 

Fylfot Ashanti nkonti
m 

     

     
     

Manji Battersea 
Shield Thames 

swastik 

Sauwastika Gammadion Cross 
cramponnée 

     
 

   

 

     
 Lauburu Double-arm 

swastik 
Aztec swastik  
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4. Written characters : 
 

 
 

卍 and 卐 characters 
 
The sauwastika was adopted as a standard character in Chinese, "卍" (pinyin: wàn) and as 
such entered various other East Asian languages, including Chinese script. In Japanese the 
symbol is called "卍" (Hepburn: manji) or "卍 字" (manji). 
 
The sauwastika is included in the Unicode character sets of two languages. In the Chinese 
block it is U+534D 卍 (left-facing) and U+5350 for the swastik 卐 (right-facing); The latter has 
a mapping in the original Big5 character set, but the former does not (although it is in Big5+). 
In Unicode 5.2, two swastik symbols and two sauwastikas were added to the Tibetan block: 
swastik U+0FD5 || RIGHT-FACING SVASTI SIGN, U+0FD7 || RIGHT-FACING SVASTI SIGN 
WITH DOTS, and sauwastikas U+0FD6 || LEFT-FACING SVASTI SIGN, U+0FD8 || LEFT-FACING 
SVASTI SIGN WITH DOTS.  
 

5. Meaning of the symbol : 
 
European hypotheses of the swastik are often treated in conjunction with cross symbols in 
general, such as the sun cross of Bronze Age religion. Beyond its certain presence in the 
"proto-writing" symbol systems, such as the Vinča script, which appeared during the Neolithic. 
 

 

 

Mosaic swastik in excavated Byzantine church in Shavei Tzion (Israel) 

 

 
 
 
 



 

74 
 

6. North pole : 
 
According to René Guénon, the swastik represents the north pole, and the rotational 
movement around a centre or immutable axis (axis mundi), and only secondly it represents 
the Sun as a reflected function of the north pole. As such it is a symbol of life, of the vivifying 
role of the supreme principle of the universe, the absolute God, in relation to the cosmic order. 
It represents the activity (the Hellenic Logos, the Hindu Om, the Chinese Taiyi, "Great One") of 
the principle of the universe in the formation of the world. According to Guénon, the swastik in 
its polar value has the same meaning of the yin and yang symbol of the Chinese tradition, and 
of other traditional symbols of the working of the universe, including the letters Γ (gamma) 
and G, symbolizing the Great Architect of the Universe of Freemasonic thought.  
 
According to the scholar Reza Assasi, the swastik represents the north ecliptic north 
pole centred in ζ Draconis, with the constellation Draco as one of its beams. He argues that 
this symbol was later attested as the four-horse chariot of Mithra in ancient Iranian culture. 
They believed the cosmos was pulled by four heavenly horses who revolved around a fixed 
centre in a clockwise direction. He suggests that this notion later flourished in 
Roman Mithraism, as the symbol appears in Mithraic iconography and astronomical 
representations. 

  
According to the Russian archaeologist Gennady Zdanovich, who studied some of the oldest 
examples of the symbol in Sintashta culture, the swastik symbolizes the universe, representing 
the spinning constellations of the celestial north pole centred in α Ursae Minoris, specifically 
the Little and Big Dipper (or Chariots), or Ursa Minor and Ursa Major. Likewise, according to 
René Guénon the swastik is drawn by visualising the Big Dipper/Great Bear in the four phases 
of revolution around the pole star. 
  

7. Comet : 
 

 
 

Detail of Astrology Manuscript, ink on silk, 2nd century BCE, Han, unearthed from 
Mawangdui tomb 3rd, Chansha, Hunan Province, China 
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(here you can also see Trident / Trishul along with Swastik in the above image) 
 
In his book Comet (1985), Carl Sagan reproduces a Han-dynasty Chinese manuscript 
(the Book of Silk, 2nd century BCE) that shows comet tail varieties: most are variations on 
simple comet tails, but the last shows the comet nucleus with four bent arms extending from 
it, recalling a swastik. Sagan suggests that in antiquity a comet could have approached so 
close to Earth that the jets of gas streaming from it, bent by the comet's rotation, became 
visible, leading to the adoption of the swastik as a symbol across the world. 

  
Bob Kobres in his 1992 paper Comets and the Bronze Age Collapse contends that the swastik-
like comet on the Han-dynasty silk comet manuscript was labeled a "long tailed pheasant star" 
(dixing) because of its resemblance to a bird's foot or footprint, the latter comparison also 
being drawn by J.F.K. Hewitt's observation on page 145 of Primitive Traditional History: vol. 
1. as well as an article concerning carpet decoration in Good Housekeeping. Kobres goes on to 
suggest an association of mythological birds and comets also outside China. 
 

8. Prehistory : 
 

 
 

A 3,200 year old swastik necklace excavated from Marlik, Gilan province, 
northern Iran 

 
The earliest known swastik is from 10,000 BCE – part of "an intricate meander pattern of 
joined-up swastiks" found on a late paleolithic figurine of a bird, carved from mammoth ivory, 
found in Mezine, Ukraine. It has been suggested that this swastik may be a stylized picture of 
a stork in flight. As the carving was found near phallic objects, this may also support the idea 
that the pattern was a fertility symbol.  
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The Samarra bowl, at the Pergamonmuseum, Berlin. The swastik in the centre of the 
design is a reconstruction 

 
Mirror-image swastiks (clockwise and anti-clockwise) have been found on ceramic pottery in 
the Devetashka cave, Bulgaria, dated to 6,000 BCE.  
 
Some of the earliest archaeological evidence of the swastik in the Indian subcontinent can be 
dated to 3,000 BCE. Investigators have also found seals with "mature and geometrically 
ordered" swastiks that date to before the Indus Valley Civilisation (3300–1300 BCE). Their 
efforts have traced references to swastiks in the Vedas at about that time. The investigators 
put forth the theory that the swastik moved westward from India to Finland, Scandinavia, 
the Scottish Highlands and other parts of Europe. In England, neolithic or Bronze Age stone 
carvings of the symbol have been found on Ilkley Moor, such as the Swastik Stone. 
 
Swastiks have also been found on pottery in archaeological digs in Africa, in the area 
of Kush and on pottery at the Jebel Barkal temples, in Iron Age designs of the 
northern Caucasus (Koban culture), and in Neolithic China in 
the Majiabang and Majiayao cultures. 
 
Other Iron Age attestations of the swastik can be associated with Indo-European cultures such 
as the Illyrians, Indo-Iranians, Celts, Greeks, Germanic peoples and Slavs. In Sintashta 
culture's "Country of Towns", ancient Indo-European settlements in southern Russia, it has 
been found a great concentration of some of the oldest swastik patterns. 
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The swastik is also seen in Egypt during the Coptic period. Textile number T.231-1923 held at 
the V&A Museum in London includes small swastiks in its design. This piece was found at Qau-
el-Kebir, near Asyut, and is dated between CE 300 and 600.  
 
The Tierwirbel (the German for "animal whorl" or "whirl of animals") is a characteristic motif in 
Bronze Age Central Asia, the Eurasian Steppe, and later also in Iron 
Age Scythian and European (Baltic and Germanic) culture, showing rotational symmetric 
arrangement of an animal motif, often four birds' heads. Even wider diffusion of this "Asiatic" 
theme has been proposed, to the Pacific and even North America (especially Moundville).  
 

 
 

The petroglyph with swastiks, Gegham mountains, Armenia 
  

 
 

Swastik seals from the Indus Valley Civilization preserved at the British Museum 
  

 
 
The Victorian-era reproduction of the Swastik Stone on Ilkley Moor, which sits near 

the original to aid visitors in interpreting the carving 
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Historical use : 
 
In Asia, the swastik symbol first appears in the archaeological record around 3000 BCE in 
the Indus Valley Civilization. It also appears in the Bronze and Iron Age cultures around the 
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. In all these cultures, the swastik symbol does not appear to 
occupy any marked position or significance, appearing as just one form of a series of similar 
symbols of varying complexity. In the Zoroastrian religion of Persia, the swastik was a symbol 
of the revolving sun, infinity, or continuing creation. It is one of the most common symbols on 
Mesopotamian coins. 

  
The icon has been of spiritual significance to Indian religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism and 
Jainism. The swastik is a sacred symbol in the Bön religion, native to Tibet. 
 

9. South Asia : 
 
Jainism : 

 
Jain symbol (Prateek) containing Swastik 

 
In Jainism, it is a symbol of the seventh tīrthaṅkara, Suparśvanātha. In 
the Śvētāmbara tradition, it is also one of the aṣṭamaṅgala or eight auspicious symbols. All Jain 
temples and holy books must contain the swastik and ceremonies typically begin and end with 
creating a swastik mark several times with rice around the altar. Jains use rice to make a 
swastik in front of statues and then put an offering on it, usually a ripe or dried fruit, a sweet 
(Hindi: मठाई miṭhāī), or a coin or currency note. The four arms of the swastik symbolize the 

four places where a soul could be reborn in the cycle of birth and death –
 svarga "heaven", naraka "hell", manushya "humanity" or tiryancha "as flora or fauna" – before 
the soul attains moksha "salvation" as a siddha, having ended the cycle of birth and death and 
become omniscient.  
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Hinduism : 
 

   
   

Hindu swastik Sauwastika Bengali Hindu 
swastik 

 
The swastik is an important Hindu symbol. The swastik symbol is commonly used before 
entrances or on doorways of homes or temples, to mark the starting page of financial 
statements, and mandalas constructed for rituals such as weddings or welcoming a newborn. 

  
The swastik has a particular association with Diwali, being drawn in rangoli (coloured sand) or 
formed with deepak lights on the floor outside Hindu houses and on wall hangings and other 
decorations.  

 
In the diverse traditions within Hinduism, both the clockwise and counterclockwise swastik are 
found, with different meanings. The clockwise or right hand icon is called swastik, while the 
counterclockwise or left hand icon is called sauvastika. The clockwise swastik is a solar symbol 
(Surya), suggesting the motion of the sun in India (the northern hemisphere), where it 
appears to enter from the east, then ascend to the south at midday, exiting to the west. The 
counterclockwise sauvastika is less used; it connotes the night, and in tantric traditions it is an 
icon for the goddess Kali, the terrifying form of Devi Durga. The symbol also represents 
activity, karma, motion, wheel, and in some contexts the lotus. Its symbolism for motion and 
Sun may be from shared prehistoric cultural roots, according to Norman McClelland.  
 
Swastik shaped temple tank : 
 
A swastik shaped temple tank built in 800 CE by Kamban Araiyan during the reign 
of Dantivarman is outside the temple complex of Pundarikakshan Perumal Temple(Vishnu 
temple) in Thiruvallarai, Tiruchirappalli, India. It is one of the important monuments 
of Pallava dynasty. 
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A swastik is typical in Hindu temples : 
 

 
 

Goa Lawah Hindu temple entrance in Bali, Indonesia 
 

 
 

A Hindu temple in Rajasthan, India 
 
Buddhism : 
 

 
 

Swastik with 24 beads, primarily used in Malaysian Buddhism 
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In Buddhism, the swastik is considered to symbolize the auspicious footprints of the Buddha. It 
is an aniconic symbol for the Buddha in many parts of Asia and homologous with the dharma 
wheel. The shape symbolizes eternal cycling, a theme found in samsara doctrine of Buddhism.  
 
The swastik symbol is common in esoteric tantric traditions of Buddhism, along with Hinduism, 
where it is found with Chakra theories and other meditative aids. The clockwise symbol is more 
common, and contrasts with the counter clockwise version common in the Tibetan Bon 
tradition and locally called yungdrung.  
 

10. East Asia : 
 

 
 

Hachisuka Masakatsu family crest, known as the Hachisuka swastik 
 
Swastik-like symbols were in use in China already in Neolithic scripts. The paired swastik 
symbols (leftwise and rightwise) are included, at least since the Liao Dynasty (CE 907–1125), 
as part of the Chinese writing system (卍 and 卐) and are variant characters for 萬 or 万 (wàn in 
Mandarin, 만 (man) in Korean, Cantonese, and Japanese, vạn in Vietnamese) meaning 
"myriad", "all", or "eternity". The swastik marks the beginning of many Buddhist scriptures. In 
East Asian countries, the left-facing character is often used as symbol for Buddhism and marks 
the site of a Buddhist temple on maps. 
 

  

 
 

Mongolian shamanism "Khas" symbol 
 
In Chinese, Japanese, and Korean the swastik is also a homonym of the number 10,000, and is 
commonly used to represent the whole of creation, e.g. "the myriad things" in the Tao Te 
Ching. During the Tang dynasty, Empress Wu Zetian (684–704) decreed that the swastik 
would also be used as an alternative symbol of the Sun. 

  



 

82 
 

When the Chinese writing system was introduced to Japan in the 8th century, the swastik was 
adopted into the Japanese language and culture. It is commonly referred as the manji (lit. 
"10,000-character"). Since the Middle Ages, it has been used as a mon by various Japanese 
families such as Tsugaru clan, Hachisuka clan or around 60 clans that belong to Tokugawa 
clan. On Japanese maps, a swastik (left-facing and horizontal) is used to mark the location of a 
Buddhist temple. The right-facing swastik is often referred to as the gyaku manji (逆卍, lit. 
"reverse swastik") or migi manji (右卍, lit. "right swastik"), and can also be called kagi 
jūji (鉤十字, literally "hook cross"). 
 

 
 

Swastik and Longevity pattern on a building in the Forbidden City, China. Similar 
designs can be found throughout the Imperial City 

 
In Chinese and Japanese art, the swastik is often found as part of a repeating pattern. One 
common pattern, called sayagata in Japanese, comprises left- and right-facing swastiks joined 
by lines. As the negative space between the lines has a distinctive shape, the sayagata pattern 
is sometimes called the key fret motif in English.  
 

11. Northern Europe : 
 
Sami : 
 
An object very much like a hammer or a double axe is depicted among the magical symbols on 
the drums of Sami shamans, used in their religious ceremonies before Christianity was 
established. The name of the Sami thunder god was Horagalles, thought to derive from "Old 
Man Thor" (Þórr karl). Sometimes on the drums, a male figure with a hammer-like object in 
either hand is shown, and sometimes it is more like a cross with crooked ends, or a swastik.  
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Germanic Iron Age : 
 

 
 

Four swastiks in an ornament of a bucket found with the Oseberg ship (c. 800 CE) 
 
The swastik shape (also called a fylfot) appears on various Germanic Migration 
Period and Viking Age artifacts, such as the 3rd-century Værløse Fibula from Zealand, 
Denmark, the Gothic spearhead from Brest-Litovsk, today in Belarus, the 9th-
century Snoldelev Stone from Ramsø, Denmark, and numerous Migration 
Period bracteates drawn left-facing or right-facing. 

  
The pagan Anglo-Saxon ship burial at Sutton Hoo, England, contained numerous items bearing 
the swastik, now housed in the collection of the Cambridge Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology. The swastik is clearly marked on a hilt and sword belt found at Bifrons in Kent, 
in a grave of about the 6th century. 
 
Hilda Ellis Davidson theorized that the swastik symbol was associated with Thor, possibly 
representing his Mjolnir – symbolic of thunder – and possibly being connected to the Bronze 
Age sun cross. Davidson cites "many examples" of the swastik symbol from Anglo-Saxon 
graves of the pagan period, with particular prominence on cremation urns from the cemeteries 
of East Anglia. Some of the swastiks on the items, on display at the Cambridge Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology, are depicted with such care and art that, according to 
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Davidson, it must have possessed special significance as a funerary symbol. The runic 
inscription on the 8th-century Sæbø sword has been taken as evidence of the swastik as a 
symbol of Thor in Norse paganism. 
 
Slavic : 
 
 

           
 

Hands of Svarog (Polish: Ręce 
Swaroga) with swastiks; 

Thunder Cross or Cross of Perun, 
clockwise and counterclockwise 

 
 

 
Kolovrat (Russian: коловрат "spinning 
wheel"); (Polish: słoneczko "little sun") 
 

 

 
 

14th-century silesian Halier coin with "spinning wheel", Duchy of Nysa 
 
According to painter Stanisław Jakubowski the "little sun" (Polish słoneczko) is an Early 
Slavic pagan symbol of the Sun, he claimed it was engraved on wooden monuments built near 
the final resting places of fallen Slavs to represent eternal life. The symbol was first seen in his 
collection of Early Slavic symbols and architectural features, which he named Prasłowiańskie 
motywy architektoniczne (Polish: Early Slavic Architectural Motifs). His work was published in 
1923, by a publishing house that was then based in the Dębniki district of Kraków.  
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19th-century Russian embroidery, Tarnogsky District 
 
In Russia before World War I the swastik was a favorite sign of the last Russian 
Empress Alexandra Feodorovna. She placed it where she could for happiness, including 
drawing it in pencil on the walls and windows in the Ipatiev House – where the royal family 
was executed. There, she also drew a swastik on the wallpaper above the bed where the heir 
apparently slept. It was printed on some banknotes of the Russian Provisional 
Government (1917) and some sovznaks (1918–1922). In 1919 it was approved as insignia for 
the Kalmyk formations, and for a short period had a certain popularity amongst some artists, 
politics and army groups. Also it was present on icons, vestments and clerical clothing but in 
World War II it was removed, having become by association a symbol of the German 
occupation. 

  
In modern Russia, some neo-Nazis and also Rodnovers argue that the Russian name of the 
swastik is kolovrat (Russian: коловрат, literally "spinning wheel"), but there are no 
ethnographic sources confirming this. In vernacular speech the swastik was called differently; 
for example, "breeze" – as in Christianity, the swastik represents spiritual movement, descent 
of the Holy Spirit, and therefore the "wind" and "spirit", or ognevtsi ("little flames"), "geese", 
"hares" (a towel with a swastik was called as towel with "hares"), "little horses".  
 
The neo-Nazi Russian National Unity group's branch in Estonia is officially registered under the 
name "Kolovrat" and published an extremist newspaper in 2001 under the same name. A 
criminal investigation found the paper included an array of racial epithets. One Narva resident 
was sentenced to 1 year in jail for distribution of Kolovrat. The Kolovrat has since been used by 
the Rusich Battalion, a Russian militant group known for its operation during the War in 
Donbass. 

  
The alleged perpetrator of the Christchurch mosque shootings in Christchurch, New 
Zealand used the Kolovrat swastik on one of his dog tags alongside the Celtic Cross.  
 
Celts : 
 
The bronze frontispiece of a ritual pre-Christian (c. 350–50 BCE) shield found in the River 
Thames near Battersea Bridge (hence "Battersea Shield") is embossed with 27 swastiks in 
bronze and red enamel. An Ogham stone found in Anglish, Co Kerry, Ireland (CIIC 141) was 
modified into an early Christian gravestone, and was decorated with a cross pattée and two 
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swastiks. The Book of Kells (c. 800 CE) contains swastik-shaped ornamentation. At the 
Northern edge of Ilkley Moor in West Yorkshire, there is a swastik-shaped pattern engraved in 
a stone known as the Swastik Stone. A number of swastiks have been found embossed 
in Galician metal pieces and carved in stones, mostly from the Castro Culture period, although 
there also are contemporary examples (imitating old patterns for decorative purposes). 

  
Greco-Roman antiquity : 
 
Ancient Greek architectural, clothing and coin designs are replete with single or interlinking 
swastik motifs. There are also gold plate fibulae from the 8th century BCE decorated with an 
engraved swastik. Related symbols in classical Western architecture include the cross, the 
three-legged triskele or triskelion and the rounded lauburu. The swastik symbol is also known 
in these contexts by a number of names, especially gammadion, or rather the tetra-
gammadion. The name gammadion comes from its being seen as being made up of four Greek 
gamma (Γ) letters. Ancient Greek architectural designs are replete with the interlinking 
symbol. 
 
In Greco-Roman art and architecture, and in Romanesque and Gothic art in the West, isolated 
swastiks are relatively rare, and the swastik is more commonly found as a repeated element in 
a border or tessellation. The swastik often represented perpetual motion, reflecting the design 
of a rotating windmill or watermill. A meander of connected swastiks makes up the large band 
that surrounds the Augustan Ara Pacis. 
 
A design of interlocking swastiks is one of several tessellations on the floor of 
the cathedral of Amiens, France. A border of linked swastiks was a common Roman 
architectural motif, and can be seen in more recent buildings as a neoclassical element. A 
swastik border is one form of meander, and the individual swastiks in such a border are 
sometimes called Greek keys. There have also been swastiks found on the floors of Pompeii.  
 
Greco-Roman examples : 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

   
Greek tetraskelion Swastik meander pattern Swastik on a Greek 

silver stater coin 
from Corinth, 6th 

century BCE 
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Bronze 
Age Mycenaean "

doll" with 
human, solar and 
tetragammadion 

(swastik) 
symbols, Louvre 

Museum 

Greek helmet with 
swastik marks on the 

top part (circled), 350–
325 BCE from Taranto, 

found 
at Herculanum. Cabinet 

des Médailles, Paris. 

Two sauwastikas (opposite-
facing swastiks) on an ancient 
Greek kantharos, Attica, c. 780 

BCE 

 
 

 
 

Main mosaic of the Lullingstone Roman Villa, 1st century AD, depicting three 
swastiks 

 
Illyrians : 
 
The swastik was widespread among the Illyrians, symbolizing the Sun. The Sun cult was the 
main Illyrian cult; the Sun was represented by a swastik in clockwise motion, and it stood for 
the movement of the Sun.  
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Armenia : 
 

 
 

Khachkar with swastiks Sanahin, Armenia 
 
In Armenia the swastik is called the "arevakhach" and "kerkhach" (Armenian: կեռխաչ) and is 
the ancient symbol of eternity and eternal light (i.e. God). Swastiks in Armenia were founded 
on petroglyphs from the copper age, predating the Bronze Age. During the Bronze Age it was 
depicted on cauldrons, belts, medallions and other items. Among the oldest petroglyphs is the 
seventh letter of the Armenian alphabet – Է – "E" (which means "is" or "to be") – depicted as a 
half-swastik. 
 
Swastiks can also be seen on early Medieval churches and fortresses, including the principal 
tower in Armenia's historical capital city of Ani. The same symbol can be found on Armenian 
carpets, cross-stones (khachkar) and in medieval manuscripts, as well as on modern 
monuments as a symbol of eternity.  
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12. Medieval and early modern Europe : 
 
Swastik shapes have been found on numerous artifacts from Iron Age Europe.  
 
European use of the swastik : 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

Bashkirs symbol of the 
sun and fertility 

Etruscan pendant with 
swastik symbols, Bolsena, 
Italy, 700–650 BCE, Louvre 

Museum 

Ancient Roman mosaics 
of La Olmeda, Spain 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

Swastik on a Roman 
mosaic in Veli Brijun, 

Croatia 

Swastik on the Lielvārde 
Belt, Latvia 

 
In Christianity, the swastik is used as a hooked version of the Christian Cross, the symbol of 
Christ's victory over death. Some Christian churches built in the Romanesque and Gothic eras 
are decorated with swastiks, carrying over earlier Roman designs. Swastiks are prominently 
displayed in a mosaic in the St. Sophia church of Kiev, Ukraine dating from the 12th century. 
They also appear as a repeating ornamental motif on a tomb in the Basilica of St. Ambrose 
in Milan. 

  
A ceiling painted in 1910 in the church of St Laurent in Grenoble has many swastiks. It can be 
visited today because the church became the archaeological museum of the city. A proposed 
direct link between it and a swastik floor mosaic in the Cathedral of Our Lady of Amiens, which 
was built on top of a pagan site at Amiens, France in the 13th century, is considered unlikely. 
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The stole worn by a priest in the 1445 painting of the Seven Sacraments by Rogier van der 
Weyden presents the swastik form simply as one way of depicting the cross. 
 
Swastiks also appear in art and architecture during the Renaissance and Baroque era. The 
fresco The School of Athens shows an ornament made out of swastiks, and the symbol can also 
be found on the facade of the Santa Maria della Salute, a Roman Catholic church and minor 
basilica located at Punta della Dogana in the Dorsoduro sestiere of the city of Venice. 
 
In the Polish First Republic the symbol of the swastik was also popular with the nobility. 
According to chronicles, the Rus' prince Oleg, who in the 9th century attacked Constantinople, 
nailed his shield (which had a large red swastik painted on it) to the city's gates. Several noble 
houses, e.g. Boreyko, Borzym, and Radziechowski from Ruthenia, also had swastiks as 
their coat of arms. The family reached its greatness in the 14th and 15th centuries and its 
crest can be seen in many heraldry books produced at that time. The swastik was also a 
heraldic symbol, for example on the Boreyko coat of arms, used by noblemen in Poland and 
Ukraine. In the 19th century the swastik was one of the Russian Empire's symbols, and was 
used on coinage as a backdrop to the Russian eagle.  
 
A swastik can be seen on stonework at Valle Crucis Abbey, near Llangollen. 
 

 
 
Because the outer lines point counterclockwise instead of the swastik's clockwise-pointing 
ends, this is referred to as a sauwastika. This pattern can be found in a Venetian palace that 
likely follows a Roman pattern, at Palazzo Roncale, Rovigo 
 

 
 

A swastik composed of Hebrew letters as a mystical symbol from the 
Jewish Kabbalistic work "Parashat Eliezer" 
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Swastiks on the vestments of the effigy of Bishop William Edington (d. 1366) 
in Winchester Cathedral 

 
13. Africa : 

 
Swastiks can be seen in various African cultures. In Ethiopia the Swastik is carved in the 
window of the famous 12th Century rock-hewn church Lalibela. In Ghana, the swastik is 
among the adinkra symbols of the Akan peoples . Called nkontim, Swastiks could be found 
on Ashanti gold weights and clothing. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
Ashanti weight in Africa Nkontim adinkra symbol 

representing loyalty and 
readiness to serve 

Carved fretwork forming 
a swastik in the window 
of a Lalibela rock-hewn 

church in Ethiopia 
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14. Americas : 
 
The swastik is a Navajo symbol for good luck, also translated to "whirling log". The symbol was 
used on state road signs in Arizona.  
 

 
 

A postcard from 1907 showing the Navajo Good Luck symbol 
 

15. Early 20th century : 
 

 
 

Swastiks on the wedding dress as symbols of luck, British colony, 1910 
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In the Western world, the symbol experienced a resurgence following the archaeological work 
in the late 19th century of Heinrich Schliemann, who discovered the symbol in the site of 
ancient Troy and associated it with the ancient migrations of Proto-Indo-Europeans, whose 
proto-language was not coincidentally termed "Proto-Indo-Germanic" by German language 
historians. He connected it with similar shapes found on ancient pots in Germany, and 
theorized that the swastik was a "significant religious symbol of our remote ancestors", linking 
it to ancient Teutons, Greeks of the time of Homer and Indians of the Vedic era. By the early 
20th century, it was used worldwide and was regarded as a symbol of good luck and success. 
 
Schliemann's work soon became intertwined with the political völkisch movements, which used 
the swastik as a symbol for the "Aryan race" – a concept that theorists such as Alfred 
Rosenberg equated with a Nordic master race originating in northern Europe. Since its 
adoption by the Nazi Party of Adolf Hitler, the swastik has been associated with Nazism, 
fascism, racism in its (white supremacy) form, the Axis powers in World War II, and the 
Holocaust in much of the West. The swastik remains a core symbol of neo-Nazi groups. 
 
The Benedictine choir school at Lambach Abbey, Upper Austria, which Hitler attended for 
several months as a boy, had a swastik chiseled into the monastery portal and also the wall 
above the spring grotto in the courtyard by 1868. Their origin was the personal coat of arms of 
Abbot Theoderich Hagn of the monastery in Lambach, which bore a golden swastik with slanted 
points on a blue field. The Lambach swastik is probably of Medieval origin.  
 

16. Europe : 
 
Britain : 
 

 
 

Theosophical Seal 
 
In the 1880s the Theosophical Society adopted a swastik as part of its seal, along with an Om, 
a hexagram or star of David, an Ankh and an Ouroboros. Unlike the much more recent Raëlian 
movement, the Theosophical Society symbol has been free from controversy, and the seal is 
still used. The current seal also includes the text "There is no religion higher than truth." The 
British author and poet Rudyard Kipling used the symbol on the cover art of a number of his 
works, including The Five Nations, 1903, which has it twinned with an elephant. 
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Denmark : 
 

 
 

Carlsberg's Elephant Tower 
 
The Danish brewery company Carlsberg Group used the swastik as a logo from the 19th 
century until the middle of the 1930s when it was discontinued because of association with the 
Nazi Party in neighbouring Germany. In Copenhagen at the entrance gate, and tower, of the 
company's headquarters, built in 1901, swastiks can still be seen. The tower is supported by 
four stone elephants, each with a swastik on each side. The tower they support is topped with 
a spire, in the middle of which is a swastik. 

  
Iceland : 
 
The Swastik, or the Thor's hammer as the logo was called, was used as the logo for H/f. 
Eimskipafjelag Íslandsfrom founding day in 1914 until the Second World War when it was 
discontinued and changed to read only the letters Eimskip. 
 
Ireland : 
 
The Swastik Laundry was a laundry founded in 1912, located on Shelbourne Road, Ballsbridge, 
a district of Dublin, Ireland. In the fifties Heinrich Böll came across a van belonging to the 
company while he was staying in Ireland, leading to some awkward moments before he 
realized the company was older than Nazism and totally unrelated to it. The chimney of the 
boiler-house of the laundry still stands, but the laundry has been redeveloped. 
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Finland : 
 

 
 

Tursaansydän/Mursunsydämet variants 
 
In Finland, the swastik (vääräpää meaning 'crooked-head', and later hakaristi, meaning 'hook-
cross') was often used in traditional folk-art products, as a decoration or magical symbol on 
textiles and wood. The swastik was also used by the Finnish Air Force until 1945, and is still 
used on air force flags. 
 
The tursaansydän, an elaboration on the swastik, is used by scouts in some instances, and by 
a student organization. The Finnish village of Tursa uses the tursaansydän as a kind of a 
certificate of authenticity on products made there, and is the origin of this name of the symbol 
(meaning 'heart of Tursa'), which is also known as the mursunsydän ('walrus-heart'). 
Traditional textiles are still made in Finland with swastiks as parts of traditional ornaments. 
 

17. Finnish military : 
 

    
    

The aircraft 
roundel and 

insignia of the 
Finnish Air force 
from 1918–1945 

 

The flag of 
the Finnish Air 
Force Academy 

 

The Lotta 
Svärd emblem 

designed by Eric 
Wasström in 1921 

 

Order of the Cross 
of Liberty of 

Finland 
 

 
The Finnish Air Force used the swastik as an emblem, introduced in 1918, until January 
2017[131]. The type of swastik adopted by the air-force was the symbol of luck for the Swedish 
count Eric von Rosen, who donated one of its earliest aircraft; he later became a prominent 
figure in the Swedish nazi-movement. 
 
The swastik was also used by the women's paramilitary organization Lotta Svärd, which was 
banned in 1944 in accordance with the Moscow Armistice between Finland and the allied Soviet 
Union and Britain. 
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The President of Finland is the grand master of the Order of the White Rose. According to the 
protocol, the president shall wear the Grand Cross of the White Rose with collar on formal 
occasions. The original design of the collar, decorated with 9 swastiks, dates from 1918 and 
was designed by the artist Akseli Gallen-Kallela. The Grand Cross with the swastik collar has 
been awarded 41 times to foreign heads of state. To avoid misunderstandings, the swastik 
decorations were replaced by fir crosses at the decision of president Urho Kekkonen in 1963 
after it became known that the President of France Charles De Gaulle was uncomfortable with 
the swastik collar. 
 
Also a design by Gallen-Kallela from 1918, the Cross of Liberty has a swastik pattern in its 
arms. The Cross of Liberty is depicted in the upper left corner of the standard of the President 
of Finland.  
 
In December 2007, a silver replica of the World War II-period Finnish air defence's relief ring 
decorated with a swastik became available as a part of a charity campaign. 

  
The original war-time idea was that the public swap their precious metal rings for the state air 
defence's relief ring, made of iron. 
 
In 2017, the old logo of Finnish Air Force Command with Swastik was replaced by a new logo 
showing golden eagle and a circle of wings. However, the logo of Finland's air force academy 
still keeps the swastik symbol. 

  
Latvia : 
 

 
 

Latvian Air Force roundel until 1940 
 
The swastik is an ancient Baltic thunder cross symbol (pērkona krusts; also fire 
cross, ugunskrusts), used to decorate objects, traditional clothing and in archaeological 
excavations. Latvia adopted the swastik, for its Air Force in 1918/1919 and continued its use 
until the Soviet occupation in 1940. The cross itself was maroon on a white background, 
mirroring the colors of the Latvian flag. Earlier versions pointed counter-clockwise, while later 
versions pointed clock-wise and eliminated the white background. Various other Latvian 
Army units and the Latvian War College (the predecessor of the National Defence Academy) 
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also had adopted the symbol in their battle flags and insignia during the Latvian War of 
Independence. A stylized fire cross is the base of the Order of Lāčplēsis, the highest military 
decoration of Latvia for participants of the War of Independence. The Pērkonkrusts, an ultra-
nationalist political organization active in the 1930s, also used the fire cross as one of its 
symbols. 
 
Lithuania : 
 
As in Latvia, the symbol is a traditional Baltic ornament, found on relics dating from at least 
the 13th century.  
 
Poland : 
 
The traditional symbols of the Podhale Rifles include the edelweiss flower and the Mountain 
Cross, a swastik symbol popular in folk culture of the Polish mountainous regions. The units of 
Podhale Rifles, both historical and modern, are notable for their high morale and distinctive 
uniforms.  
 
Sweden : 
 

 
 

ASEA logo before 1933 
 
The Swedish company ASEA, now a part of ABB, in the late 1800s introduced a 
company logo featuring a swastik. The logo was replaced in 1933, when Adolf Hitler came to 
power in Germany. During the early 1900s, the swastik was used as a symbol of electric 
power, perhaps because it resembled a waterwheel or turbine. On maps of the period, the sites 
of hydroelectric power stations were marked with swastiks. 
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Norway : 
 

 
 

Wrought iron gate of the Oslo Municipal Power Station, 1932 
 
The headquarters of the Oslo Municipal Power Station was designed by architects Bjercke and 
Eliassen in 1928–31. Swastiks adorn its wrought iron gates. The architects knew the swastik as 
a symbol of electricity and were probably not yet aware that it had been usurped by the 
German Nazi party and would soon become the foremost symbol of the German Reich. The fact 
that these gates survived the cleanup after the German occupation of Norway during WW II is 
a testimony to the innocence and good faith of the power plant and its architects. 

  
18. North America : 

 
The swastik motif is found in some traditional Native American art and iconography. 
Historically, the design has been found in excavations of Mississippian-era sites in 
the Ohio and Mississippi River valleys, and on objects associated with the Southeastern 
Ceremonial Complex (S.E.C.C.). It is also widely used by a number of southwestern tribes, 
most notably the Navajo, and plains nations such as the Dakota. Among various tribes, the 
swastik carries different meanings. To the Hopi it represents the wandering Hopi clan; to the 
Navajo it is one symbol for the whirling log (tsin náálwołí), a sacred image representing a 
legend that is used in healing rituals. A brightly colored First Nations saddle featuring swastik 
designs is on display at the Royal Saskatchewan Museum in Canada. 

  
The Passamaquoddy Native American tribe, now located in the state of Maine and in Canada, 
used an elongated swastik on their war canoes in the American colonial period as well as 
later. A carving of a canoe with a Passamaquody swastik was found in a ruin in the Argonne 
Forest in France, having been carved there by Moses Neptune, an American soldier of 
Passamaquody heritage, who was one of the last American soldiers to die in battle in World 
War I. 
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Old and new versions of the 45th Infantry Division 
 
Before the 1930s, the symbol for the 45th Infantry Division of the United States Army was a 
red diamond with a yellow swastik, a tribute to the large Native American population in the 
southwestern United States. It was later replaced with a thunderbird symbol. 
 
A swastik shape is a symbol in the culture of the Kuna people of Kuna Yala, Panama. In Kuna 
tradition it symbolizes the octopus that created the world, its tentacles pointing to the four 
cardinal points.  

 
In February 1925, the Kuna revolted vigorously against Panamanian suppression of their 
culture, and in 1930 they assumed autonomy. The flag they adopted at that time is based on 
the swastik shape, and remains the official flag of Kuna Yala. A number of variations on the 
flag have been used over the years: red top and bottom bands instead of orange were 
previously used, and in 1942 a ring (representing the traditional Kuna nose-ring) was added to 
the center of the flag to distance it from the symbol of the Nazi party. 

  
The town of Swastik, Ontario, Canada, is named after the symbol. 
 
From 1909 to 1916, the K-R-I-T automobile, manufactured in Detroit, Michigan, used a right-
facing swastik as their trademark. 
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19. The swastik in North America : 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

Chief William Neptune 
of the Passamaquoddy, 

wearing a headdress 
and outfit adorned with 

swastiks 
 

Illustration of 
the Horned Serpent by 
artist Herb Roe based 
on an engraved shell 

cup from Spiro, 
Oklahoma 

 

Chilocco Indian 
Agricultural 

School basketball team 
in 1909. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
Fernie Swastiks women's hockey 

team, 1922 
 

The Buffum tool company of 
Louisiana used the swastik as its 

trademark. It went out of 
business in the 1920s 
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20. Nazism : 
 
Use in Nazism : 
 

  
  

The flag of the National 
Socialist German Worker's 
Party (Nazi Party, NSDAP) 

 

The national flag 
of Germany (1935–1945), 

which differs from the NSDAP 
flag in that the swastik is off-

center 
 

 
 

  
  

Divisional insignia of the 5th 
SS Panzer Division Wiking 

 

Divisional insignia of 11. SS-
Freiwilligen-

Panzergrenadier-Division 
"Nordland" 

 
 
The swastik was widely used in Europe at the start of the 20th century. It symbolized many 
things to the Europeans, with the most common symbolism being of good luck and 
auspiciousness. In the wake of widespread popular usage, in post-World War I Germany, the 
newly established Nazi Party formally adopted the Hakenkreuz (German: [ˈhaːkn̩kʁɔʏts], 
meaning "hooked-cross") in 1920. The emblem was a black "Hooked Cross" (hooks branching 
clockwise) rotated 45 degrees on a white circle on a red background. This insignia was used on 
the party's flag, badge, and armband. 
 
In his 1925 work Mein Kampf, Adolf Hitler writes that: "I myself, meanwhile, after innumerable 
attempts, had laid down a final form; a flag with a red background, a white disk, and a black 
Hakenkreuz in the middle. After long trials I also found a definite proportion between the size 
of the flag and the size of the white disk, as well as the shape and thickness of the 
Hakenkreuz." 
 
When Hitler created a flag for the Nazi Party, he sought to incorporate both the Hakenkreuz 
and "those revered colors expressive of our homage to the glorious past and which once 
brought so much honor to the German nation". (Red, white, and black were the colors of 
the flag of the old German Empire.) He also stated: "As National Socialists, we see our 
program in our flag. In red, we see the social idea of the movement; in white, the nationalistic 
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idea; in the Hakenkreuz, the mission of the struggle for the victory of the Aryan man, and, by 
the same token, the victory of the idea of creative work."  

 
The swastik was also understood as "the symbol of the creating, effecting life" (das Symbol des 
schaffenden, wirkenden Lebens) and as "race emblem of Germanism" (Rasseabzeichen des 
Germanentums).  
 
The concept of racial hygiene was an ideology central to Nazism, though it is scientific 
racism. High-ranking Nazi theorist Alfred Rosenberg noted that the Indo-Aryan peoples were 
both a model to be imitated and a warning of the dangers of the spiritual and racial "confusion" 
that, he believed, arose from the proximity of races. The Nazis thus co-opted the sign as a 
symbol of the Aryan master race, although the use of the swastik as an Aryan symbol dates 
back to the late-19th century writings of Émile-Louis Burnouf. Following many other writers, 
the German nationalist poet Guido von List believed it was a uniquely Aryan symbol. 

  
Before the Nazis, the swastik was already in use as a symbol of German völkisch nationalist 
movements (Völkische Bewegung). 
 

 
 

Flag of the Order of the New Templars 
 
José Manuel Erbez says : 
 
The first time the swastik was used with an "Aryan" meaning was on 25 December 1907, when 
the self-named Order of the New Templars, a secret society founded by Lanz von Liebenfels, 
hoisted at Werfenstein Castle  (Austria) a yellow flag with a swastik and four fleurs-de-lys.  

 
However, Liebenfels was drawing on an already-established use of the symbol. 
 
On 14 March 1933, shortly after Hitler's appointment as Chancellor of Germany, the NSDAP 
flag was hoisted alongside Germany's national colors. As part of the Nuremberg Laws, the 
NSDAP flag – with the swastik slightly offset from center – was adopted as the sole national 
flag of Germany on 15 September 1935. 
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Use by anti-Nazis : 
 

 
 

No-Nazism sign 
 

 
 

World War II-era British poster 
 
During World War II it was common to use small swastiks to mark air-to-air victories on the 
sides of Allied aircraft, and at least one British fighter pilot inscribed a swastik in his logbook 
for each German plane he shot down. 

  
Post–World War II stigmatization : 
 
Because of its use by Nazi Germany, the swastik since the 1930s has been largely associated 
with Nazism. In the aftermath of World War II it has been considered a symbol of hate in the 
West, and of white supremacy in many Western countries. 

  
As a result, all use of it, or its use as a Nazi or hate symbol, is prohibited in some countries, 
including Germany. Because of the stigma attached to the symbol, many buildings that have 
used the symbol as decoration have had the symbol removed. In some countries, such as the 
United States (in the 2003 case Virginia v. Black), the highest courts have ruled that the local 
governments can prohibit the use of swastik along with other symbols such as cross burning, if 
the intent of the use is to intimidate others. 
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Germany : 
 
The German and Austrian postwar criminal code makes the public showing of 
the Hakenkreuz (the swastik), the sig rune, the Celtic cross (specifically the variations used by 
white power activists), the wolfsangel, the odal rune and the Totenkopf skull illegal, except for 
scholarly reasons. It is also censored from the reprints of 1930s railway timetables published 
by the Reichsbahn. The swastiks on Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain temples are exempt, as religious 
symbols cannot be banned in Germany.  

 
A controversy was stirred by the decision of several police departments to begin inquiries 
against anti-fascists. In late 2005 police raided the offices of the punk rock label and mail 
order store "Nix Gut Records" and confiscated merchandise depicting crossed-out swastiks and 
fists smashing swastiks. In 2006 the Stade police department started an inquiry against anti-
fascist youths using a placard depicting a person dumping a swastik into a trashcan. The 
placard was displayed in opposition to the campaign of right-wing nationalist parties for local 
elections. 

  
On Friday, 17 March 2006, a member of the Bundestag, Claudia Roth reported herself to the 
German police for displaying a crossed-out swastik in multiple demonstrations against Neo-
Nazis, and subsequently got the Bundestag to suspend her immunity from prosecution. She 
intended to show the absurdity of charging anti-fascists with using fascist symbols: "We don't 
need prosecution of non-violent young people engaging against right-wing extremism." On 15 
March 2007, the Federal Court of Justice of Germany (Bundesgerichtshof) held that the 
crossed-out symbols were "clearly directed against a revival of national-socialist endeavors", 
thereby settling the dispute for the future. 

  
On August 9, 2018, Germany lifted the ban on the usage of swastiks and other Nazi symbols in 
video games. "Through the change in the interpretation of the law, games that critically look at 
current affairs can for the first time be given a USK age rating," USK managing director 
Elisabeth Secker told CTV. "This has long been the case for films and with regards to the 
freedom of the arts, this is now rightly also the case with computer and videogames." 

  
21. Legislation in other European countries : 

 
Until 2013 in Hungary, it was a criminal misdemeanour to publicly display "totalitarian 
symbols", including the swastik, the SS insignia, and the Arrow Cross, punishable by custodial 
arrest. Display for academic, educational, artistic or journalistic reasons was allowed at the 
time. The communist symbols of hammer and sickle and the red star were also regarded as 
totalitarian symbols and had the same restriction by Hungarian criminal law until 2013.  
 
In Latvia, public display of Nazi and Soviet symbols, including the Nazi swastik, is prohibited in 
public events since 2013. However, in a court case from 2007 a regional court in Riga held that 
the swastik can be used as an ethnographic symbol, in which case the ban does not apply.  
In Lithuania, public display of Nazi and Soviet symbols, including the Nazi swastik, is an 
administrative offence, punishable by a fine from 150 to 300 euros. According to judicial 
practice, display of a non-Nazi swastik is legal.  
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In Poland, public display of Nazi symbols, including the Nazi swastik, is a criminal offence 
punishable by up to eight years of imprisonment. The use of the swastik as a religious symbol 
is legal.  
 
Attempted ban in the European Union : 
 
The European Union's Executive Commission proposed a European Union-wide anti-racism law 
in 2001, but European Union states failed to agree on the balance between prohibiting racism 
and freedom of expression.[178] An attempt to ban the swastik across the EU in early 2005 
failed after objections from the British Government and others. In early 2007, while Germany 
held the European Union presidency, Berlin proposed that the European Union should follow 
German Criminal Law and criminalize the denial of the Holocaust and the display of Nazi 
symbols including the swastik, which is based on the Ban on the Symbols of Unconstitutional 
Organizations Act. This led to an opposition campaign by Hindu groups across Europe against a 
ban on the swastik. They pointed out that the swastik has been around for 5,000 years as a 
symbol of peace. The proposal to ban the swastik was dropped by Berlin from the 
proposed European Union wide anti-racism laws on 29 January 2007. 

  
22. Latin America : 

 
The manufacture, distribution or broadcasting of the swastik, with the intent to propagate 
Nazism, is a crime in Brazil as dictated by article 20, paragraph 1, of federal statute 7.716, 
passed in 1989. The penalty is a two to five years prison term and a fine.  
 
The former flag of the Guna Yala autonomous territory of Panama was based on a swastik 
design. In 1942 a ring was added to the centre of the flag to differentiate it from the symbol of 
the Nazi Party (this version subsequently fell into disuse). 
  

23. United States : 
 
The public display of Nazi-era German flags (or any other flags) is protected by the First 
Amendment to the United States Constitution, which guarantees the right to freedom of 
speech. The Nazi Reichskriegsflagge has also been seen on display at white supremacist events 
within United States borders. 

  
As with many neo-Nazi groups across the world, the American Nazi Party's used the swastik as 
part of its flag before its first dissolution in 1967. The symbol was chosen by the organization's 
founder, George L. Rockwell. It was "re-used" by successor organizations in 1983, without the 
publicity Rockwell's organization enjoyed. 
 
The swastik, in various iconographic forms, is one of the hate symbols identified in use 
as graffiti in US schools, and is a part of the 1999 US Department of Education's emergency 
school-wide response trigger. 

  
In 2010 the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) downgraded the swastik from its status as a Jewish 
hate symbol, saying "We know that the swastik has, for some, lost its meaning as the primary 
symbol of Nazism and instead become a more generalized symbol of hate". 
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Media : 
 
In 2010, Microsoft officially spoke out against use of the swastik by players of the first-person 
shooter Call of Duty: Black Ops. In Black Ops, players are allowed to customize their name 
tags to represent, essentially, whatever they want. The swastik can be created and used, 
but Stephen Toulouse, director of Xbox Live policy and enforcement, stated that players with 
the symbol on their name tag will be banned (if someone reports it as inappropriate) from 
Xbox Live. 

  
In the Indiana Jones Stunt Spectacular in Disney Hollywood Studios in Orlando, Florida, the 
swastiks on German trucks, aircraft and actor uniforms in the reenactment of a scene 
from Raiders of the Lost Ark were removed in 2004. The swastik has been replaced by a 
stylized Greek cross. 

  
Nazi imagery was adapted and incorporated into the 2016 sci-fi movie 2BR02B: To Be or 
Naught to Be. Its inclusion was to subliminally draw parallels between the movie's Federal 
Bureau of Termination and Nazi Germany, and also refer to Kurt Vonnegut's experiences as 
a POW and the influence World War II played in his imagining of a population-controlled future 
where authorities use gas chambers to terminate people. The Federal Bureau of Termination 
logo appears as a white geometric design with a black outline, centered on vertical banners, in 
reference to the Third Reich banners. These banners were initially red, until the crew felt the 
allusion was too strong. The movie's hospital was envisaged as the Bureau's branch that 
controlled birth, and their red cross was given 'wings' to transform it into a swastik, and link it 
to the Bureau's logo. 

  
24. Contemporary use : 

 
Asia : 
 
Central Asia : 
 
In 2005, authorities in Tajikistan called for the widespread adoption of the swastik as a 
national symbol. President Emomali Rahmonov declared the swastik an Aryan symbol, and 
2006 "the year of Aryan culture", which would be a time to "study and popularize Aryan 
contributions to the history of the world civilization, raise a new generation (of Tajiks) with the 
spirit of national self-determination, and develop deeper ties with other ethnicities and 
cultures". 
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East and Southeast Asia : 
 

  
 
Swastik on a temple in Korea (left, or top, on mobile 

browsers), and in Taiwan (right, or bottom) 
 

 
 

 
 

Symbol of Shanrendao, a Confucian-Taoism religious movement in northeast China 
 
In East Asia, the swastik is prevalent in Buddhist monasteries and communities. It is 
commonly found in Buddhist temples, religious artefacts, texts related to Buddhism and 
schools founded by Buddhist religious groups. It also appears as a design or motif (singularly 
or woven into a pattern) on textiles, architecture and various decorative objects as a symbol of 
luck and good fortune. The icon is also found as a sacred symbol in the Bon tradition, but in 
the left facing mode. 

  
Many Chinese religions make use of the swastik symbol, including Guiyidao and Shanrendao. 
The Red Swastik Society, which is the philanthropic branch of Guiyidao, runs two schools in 
Hong Kong (the Hong Kong Red Swastik Society Tai Po Secondary School and the Hong Kong 
Red Swastik Society Tuen Mun Primary School) and one in Singapore (Red Swastik School). All 
of them show the swastik in their logos. 
 
Among the predominantly Hindu population of Bali, in Indonesia, the swastik is common in 
temples, homes and public spaces. Similarly, the swastik is a common icon associated with 
Buddha's footprints in Theravada Buddhist communities of Myanmar, Thailand and Cambodia.  
In Japan, the swastik is also used as a map symbol and is designated by the Survey Act and 
related Japanese governmental rules to denote a Buddhist temple.  
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The city of Hirosaki in Aomori Prefecture designates this symbol as its official flag, which 
stemmed from its use in the emblem of the Tsugaru clan, the lords of Hirosaki Domain during 
the Edo period. 
 
Indian subcontinent : 
 

 
 

Seal of Bihar 
 
In Bhutan, India, Nepal and Sri Lanka, the swastik is common. Temples, businesses and other 
organisations, such as the Buddhist libraries, Ahmedabad Stock Exchange and the Nepal 
Chamber of Commerce, use the swastik in reliefs or logos. Swastiks are ubiquitous in Indian 
and Nepalese communities, located on shops, buildings, transport vehicles, and clothing. The 
swastik remains prominent in Hindu ceremonies such as weddings. The left 
facing sauwastika symbol is found in tantric rituals. 

  
Musaeus College in Colombo, Sri Lanka, a Buddhist girls' school, has a left facing swastik in 
their school logo. 
 
In India, Swastik and Swastik, with their spelling variants, are first names for males and 
females respectively, for instance with Swastik Mukherjee. The Seal of Bihar contains two 
swastiks. 
 
In Bhutan, swastik motif is found in its architecture, fabric and religious ceremonies. 
 
Western misinterpretation of Asian use : 
 
Since the end of the 20th century, and through the early 21st century, confusion and 
controversy has occurred when consumer goods bearing the traditional Jain, Buddhist, or 
Hindu symbols have been exported to the West, notably to North America and Europe, and 
have been interpreted by consumers as bearing a Nazi symbol. This has resulted in several 
such products having been boycotted or pulled from shelves. 
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When a ten-year-old boy in Lynbrook, New York, bought a set of Pokémon cards imported from 
Japan in 1999, two of the cards contained the left-facing Buddhist swastik. The boy's parents 
misinterpreted the symbol as the right-facing Nazi swastik and filed a complaint to the 
manufacturer. Nintendo of America announced that the cards would be discontinued, 
explaining that what was acceptable in one culture was not necessarily so in another; their 
action was welcomed by the Anti-Defamation League who recognised that there was no 
intention to offend, but said that international commerce meant that, "Isolating [the Swastik] 
in Asia would just create more problems." 

  
In 2002, Christmas crackers containing plastic toy red pandas sporting swastiks were pulled 
from shelves after complaints from consumers in Canada. The manufacturer, based in China, 
said the symbol was presented in a traditional sense and not as a reference to the Nazis, and 
apologized to the customers for the cross-cultural mixup. 

  
25. New religious movements : 

 
Besides its use as a religious symbol in Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism, which can be traced 
back to pre-modern traditions, the swastik is also used by adherents of a large number of new 
religious movements which were established in the modern period. 
 

  
 
The Raëlian symbol with the swastik (left) and 

the alternative spiral version (right) 
 

 
The Raëlian Movement, whose adherents believe that extraterrestrials created all life on earth, 
use a symbol that is often the source of considerable controversy: an interlaced star of 
David and a swastik. The Raelians state that the Star of David represents infinity in space 
whereas the swastik represents infinity in time – no beginning and no end in time, and 
everything being cyclic. In 1991, the symbol was changed in order to remove the swastik, out 
of respect to the victims of the Holocaust, but as of 2007 it has been restored to its original 
form.  
 
The Tantra-based movement Ananda Marga (Devanagari: आन द माग, meaning Path of Bliss) 

uses a motif which is similar to the one used by the Raëlians, but in its case the apparent Star 
of David is defined as intersecting triangles with no specific reference to Jewish culture.  
 
The Falun Gong qigong movement uses a symbol that features a large swastik surrounded by 
four smaller (and rounded) ones, interspersed with yin-and-yang symbols.  
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The swastik is a holy symbol in Germanic Heathenry, along with the hammer of 
Thor and runes. This tradition – which is found in Scandinavia, Germany, and elsewhere – 
considers the swastik to be derived from a Norse symbol for the sun. Their use of the symbol 
has led people to accuse them of being a neo-Nazi group.  
 
A "fire cross" is used by the Baltic neo-
pagan movements Dievturība in Latvia and Romuva in Lithuania.  
 
A variant of the swastik, the eight-armed kolovrat, is a commonly-used symbol in Rodnovery, 
which is practiced in Slavic countries. It represents the sun and the creator deity Rod. 
 
Source : 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swastik#:~:text=The%20word%20swastik%20comes%20from,
or%20tantric%20aspects%20of%20Kali. 
 

26. Swastik in Iran : 
 
Zoroastrianism Swastik : 
 

 
 

3200 year old golden necklace found in Marlik, Iran 
 
Swastik is called “Garduneye Khorshid” (the circling of the sun) in Persian. 
 
Swastik is also a symbol of Zoroastrianism. 
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Swastiks in Iranian mosques : 
 

 
 

Swastiks in Iranian mosque 
 

 
 

Swastiks in Iranian mosque 
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Swastiks in Iranian mosque 
 

 
 

Swastiks in Iranian mosque 
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Swastiks in Iranian mosque 
 

27. Swastik in Various Places and Recognition : 
 
Iran / Persia : 
 
Persia is much larger than modern day Iran.  Basically, ‘Persia’ refers to the homeland 
of Persians, who since ancient times have used the term Aryan (hence, Iran) to describe 
themselves and their language : 
 

 
 

We will look at swastika use in what is now Iran and Tajikistan. 
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Mosque in Isfahan, Iran 
 

 
 

Ali’s name in tilework Kufic calligraphy, next to swastikas, Friday Mosque, Yazd 
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The column of Darvazeh Dowlat in Tehran 
 

 
 

The column of Darvazeh Dowlat in Tehran 
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Islamic Azad University, Bandar Abbas, Iran 
 

Tajikistan : 
 
Like other post-Soviet countries, Tajikistan has taken a fresh look its history following 
independence in 1991. The result is a state campaign to promote the notion that the Tajiks as 
a Aryan nation – and the widespread use of the swastik. 
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Iraq : 
 

 
 

“This is…on the wall of Baghdad’s oldest university which is older than Oxford – by a 
few years.” 
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Turkic Countries : 
 
Anatolian Peninsula (Modern Turkey) : 
 
This was the center of power of the Uthmani (“Ottoman”) Empire, which ruled over many 
Muslim territories for centuries. 
 

 
 

“The Great Mosque of Diyarbakır (Diyarbakır Ulu Camii / Mizgefta Mezin a Amedê), 
located in Diyarbakır, Turkey, is the oldest and one of the most significant mosques 
in Anatolia. The mosque is considered by some to be the fifth holiest site in Islam. It 
can accommodate up to 5,000 worshippers and is famous for hosting four different 

Islamic traditions.” 
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A part of the Topkapi Scroll “The Topkapi architectural design scroll is probably the best-
preserved and oldest scroll of this kind to have survived. Aproximated between 1500 – 1600 
made It is of great importance for an understanding of Timurid and Turkmen geometric design 
principles. The scroll is 29.5 meters long, with 114 drawings, it bears no date and is not 
signed. The drawings represent geometrical designs, murqanas designs and contain patterns 
and elements of square kufic. It entered the Ottoman imperial treasury at an unknown date 
and is now housed at the Topkapi Place Museum in Istanbul, Turkey.” 
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Sivas, Şifahiye Medresesi, Turkey 
 
“Sifaiye Medresesi is a medrese built in 1217 in Sivas, Turkey. It bears typical Seljuk features 
and was built by the Rûm Seljuk Sultan Kaykaus I, who was known for his fondness for the city 
of Sivas where he spent the large part of his period of reign. 
 
The complex consists of a Darüşşifa (Dâr al-Shifâ, literally “house of health”, a hospital) and 
the medrese where medicinal studies were also taught. The complex is also alternatively called 
under the sultan Izeddin Keykavus I’s name whose tomb is located within the compound.” 
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Uzbekistan : 
 

 
 

Entrance to the Poi Kalon Mosque, Uzbekistan 
 
Kashgar, China : 
 
Though controlled by China, Kashgar is predominately peopled by Muslim Uyghurs,  
a Turkic ethnic group living in Eastern and Central Asia. 
 

 
 

“Mosque in Kashgar, China, near the border of Pakistan” 
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Indian Subcontinent :  
 
The Indus River Valley civilization (mostly in modern Pakistan) is where the names ‘India’ and 
‘Hindu’ come from.  It is from this civilization that many religions like Hinduism, Jainism, 
Buddhism and Sikhism, famous for their use of the swastika, ultimately originated. 
 

 
 

Buddhism 
 
 

 
 

Hinduism 
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Sikh Deity Stand 

 
The Mughal (Mongol) dynasties which ruled India used this symbol in their architecture.  They 
either adopted its use from locals, or had already been using it. 
 

 
 

Sikandra. This is the “buland darwaaza” (great gate) leading to the gardens of the tomb of 
Akbar, the greatest, ablest, and probably the most enlightened of the Mughal emperors. Early 
17th century, local red sandstone with ornate marble inlay (including Koranic calligraphy in 
letters at least a foot high). 
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Andalus (modern Iberian Peninsula / Spain) : 
 
Andalus was a medieval Muslim cultural domain and territory occupying at its peak most of 
what are today Spain and Portugal.  
 

 
 

Al-Andalus & Christian Kingdoms 
 
The fact that Spain was the first [West Asian] country to acquire technical supremacy at the 
dawn of modern times and for a certain period dominate the world can only be explained by 
the [Muslim] contribution during the time of its colonization. (Diop, Cheikh Anta, Precolonial 
Black Africa (Chicago:  Lawrence Hill Books, 1987), p.36). 
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The Mosque of Cordoba, Andalus (Spain), construction completed in 987 CE 
 

Muslim Calligraphy : 
 

 
 

“All Sovereignty to Allah”, by Fatma Mohammad Abdel Rahim from the United Arab 
Emirates 
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By Ahmad Zeid 
 

 
 

Ahmad Zeid 
 

As you can see from the calligraphy especially, the swastik is a consequence of lines 
intersecting at right angles.  Muslims have historically avoided depicting living things in 
artwork, so geometric patterns are where they focused their creativity.  Perhaps at least some 
of the swastiks are unintentional apexes that allow uninterrupted patterns.  However, some are 
obviously a continuation of pre-Islamic use of the swastik by central Asian populations and 
their diaspora, which includes Arabia.   
 
Though the crescent was originally a secular symbol of authority for Muslim rulers, it is now 
often used to symbolize the Islamic faith. However, the crescent was not a symbol used 
for Islam by Muhammad or any other early Muslim rulers, as the Islamic religion is, in fact, 
against appointing “holy symbols” (so that during the early centuries of Islam, Muslim 
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authorities simply didn’t want any geometric symbols to be used to symbolize Islam, in the 
way that the cross symbolizes Christianity, the menorah was a commonly occurring symbol of 
Judaism, etc.). This is why early Islamic coins were covered with Arabic writing, but contained 
no visual symbols.  
 
The crescent, like the swastika, is a pre-Islamic symbol. 
 
Unlike the swastika, however, whose origins are debated, the crescent and star have clear 
polytheist (mushrik / pagan) significance : 
 
The crescent is one of the oldest symbols known to humanity.  Before Islam, the crescent was 
the symbol of Sassanids and after capturing Persian lands, the crescent has been adopted by 
Arab Muslims and later by other Muslims. The crescent and star also appears on pre-Islamic 
coins of South Arabia. 
 
In the 12th century the crescent and star were adopted by the Turks and since then the 
crescent has been a frequent symbol used by powerful Muslim empires such as the Ottomans 
and the Mughals. It is a historical symbol of the Turks, associated especially with the Ottoman 
Empire, but pre-Islamic Turkic nations such as the Göktürks used the crescent and star figure 
on their coins.  
 
Source : 
 
https://selfuni.wordpress.com/2015/03/02/muslim-use-of-the-swastika/ 
 

28. Swastik used in Various Places and ways : 
 

 
 

Grave in a Vietnamese cemetery 
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Buddhist temple 
 

 
 

The Boreyko coat of arms 
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Traditional Slavic embroidery 
 

 
 

In 1925 Coca Cola made a lucky watch fob in the shape of a swastika with the slogan, “Drink 
Coca Cola five cents in bottles.” 
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A drug company called the "Swastika Drug Company", complaining about Hitler's 
adoption of their symbol 

 

 
 

The Swastika Laundry was a laundry founded in 1912, located on Shelbourne Road, 
Ballsbridge, a district of Dublin, Ireland 
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Soviet passport 
 

 
 

Chinese Beer Advt. 
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Carlsberg Beer Labels 
 

 
 

US-Made Lucky Coins 
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Tiles at Indiana University 
 

 
 

The Corn Palace, commonly advertised as The World's only Corn Palace and the 
Mitchell Corn Palace, is a multi-purpose arena/facility located in Mitchell, South 

Dakota 
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The Eponis Quatrefoil is a Celtic symbol of the eponymous Epona, the Goddess of 
horses 

 

 
 

An early Anglo-Saxon (5th to 6th century) cinerary urn with swastika motifs, found 
at North Elmham, Norfolk (now in the British Museum) 
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A comb with a swastika found in Nydam Mose, Denmark (3rd or 4th century) 
 

 
 



 

136 
 

 
 

Etruscan pendant with swastika symbols from Bolsena, Italy, 700-650 BC 
 

 
 

In Thebes, ca. 700 BCE 
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Constellation Ethology 
 

According to Constellation Ethology in Astrology subject in Hinduism because of position of 
Chitra, Pusha Revti and Brihaspati constellation Swastik is formed. Swastik can also be formed 
by Mantras and one one should pray to all 4 constellations (Chitra, Pusha Revti and 
Brihaspati).   
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9. Shriyantra and Mosque in Iran : 
 
There is a similarity between Shri Yantra which represents Goddess of wealth (laxmi) in India 
and Mosques in Iran.  
 

 
 

Shriyantra 
 

1. Bastak : 
 

 
 

Bastak, Iran 
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Bastak, Iran 
 

2. Imamzadeh Jafar : 
 

 
 

Imamzadeh Jafar, Mausoleum, Boroujerd, Iran 
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Imamzadeh Jafar, Mausoleum, Boroujerd, Iran 

Built in the 11th century AD, Imamzadeh Jafar is one of the few examples of the architecture 
of the Seljuq and Ilkhanid eras in Iran. A very similar mausoleum is the Tomb 
of Daniel in Susa, south western Iran. The building is octagonal with a high dome in the center. 
The height of the conic-shaped dome is 25 meters from the base. The main entrance is in east 
side and there are two halls decorated with tile work from the Safavid (16th century) 
and Qajar (19th century) times. The doors and the fringes are decorated by Safavid era 
intricate decorations. The interior decoration of the building has changed during different times 
and lastly, it has been covered with millions of small mirrors. 
 
The main gate is made of wood, with engraved decorations from Safavid era. 
 
This shrine is located in the middle of a historical graveyard with many old graves and trees. 
30 meters far from the main building there is another historical tomb, known as Do 
Khāharan ("The Two Sisters") which belongs to two saints. 
 
The March 2006 Borujerd earthquake caused extensive damage to the tomb. The mud-brick 
parts of the building were damaged and a hole appeared on the dome. 
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3. Tomb of Daneal : 
 

 
 

Tomb of Daneal, Susa, Iran 
 

The Tomb of Daniel is the traditional burial place of the biblical and Islamic[1] prophet Daniel. 
Various locations have been named for the site, but the tomb in Susa, Iran (Persia), is the 
most widely accepted, it being first mentioned by Benjamin of Tudela, who visited Asia 
between 1160 and 1163. 
 
Susa, Iran : 
 
The Book of Daniel mentions that Daniel lived in Babylon and may have visited the palace 
of Susa, Iran, but the place where he died is not specified; the tradition preserved among the 
Jews and Arabs is that he was buried in Susa. Today the Tomb of Daniel in Susa is a popular 
attraction among local Muslims and Iran's Jewish community alike. 
 
The earliest mention of Daniel's Tomb published in Europe is given by Benjamin of Tudela who 
visited Asia between 1160 and 1163. In the façade of one of its many synagogues he was 
shown the tomb assigned by tradition to Daniel. Benjamin declares however, that the tomb 
does not hold Daniel's remains, which were said to have been discovered at Susa about 640 
A.D. The remains were supposed to bring good fortune: and bitter quarrels arose because of 
them between the inhabitants of the two banks of the Choaspes River.  
 
All those living on the side on which Daniel's grave was situated were rich and happy, while 
those on the opposite side were poor and in want; the latter, therefore, wished the bier of 
Daniel transferred to their side of the river. They finally agreed that the bier should rest 
alternately one year on each side. This agreement was carried out for many years, until the 
Persian shah Sanjar, on visiting the city, stopped the practise, holding that the continual 
removal of the bier was disrespectful to the prophet. He ordered the bier to be fastened with 
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chains to the bridge, directly in the middle of the structure; and he erected a chapel on the 
spot for both Jews and non-Jews. The king also forbade fishing in the river within a mile of 
Daniel's bier. According to Benjamin, the place is a dangerous one for navigation, since godless 
persons perish immediately on passing it; and the water under the bier is distinguished by the 
presence of goldfish. 
 
Muslim traditions agree in stating that Daniel was buried at Susa, and a similar tradition was 
current among the Syriac writers. Al-Baladhuri (ninth century) says that when the 
conqueror Abu Musa al-Ash'ari came to Susa in 638, he found the coffin of Daniel, which had 
been brought thither from Babylon in order to bring down rain during a period of 
drought.[5] Abu Musa referred the matter to the calif Umar, who ordered the coffin to be 
buried, which was done by sinking it to the bottom of one of the streams nearby.  
 
A similar account is given by 10th-century Arab chronicler Ibn Hawqal who writes : 
 
"In the city of Susa there is a river and I have heard that in the time of Abu Musa al Ashari a 
coffin was found there; it is said to contain the bones of Daniel the Prophet. The people held it 
in great veneration and in times of distress, famine or droughts brought it out and prayed for 
rain. Abu Mousa Al Ashoari ordered that the coffin be encased with three coverings and 
submerged it in the river so that it could not be viewed. The grave can be seen by anyone who 
dives to the bottom of the water". 

  
Istakhri gives a similar account and adds that the Jews were accustomed to make a circuit 
around Daniel's tomb and to draw water in its neighborhood. Al-Muqaddasi refers to the 
contention between the people of Susa and those of Tustar. A slightly divergent tradition 
reported by Ibn Taimiyyah says that the body was found in Tustar; that at night thirteen 
graves were dug, and it was put in one of these—a sign according him, that the early Muslims 
were opposed to the worship of the tombs of holy men. 

  
William Ouseley in Walpole's Memoirs of the East described the Tomb of Daniel in Susa as 
being situated in "a most beautiful spot, washed by a clear running stream and shaded by 
planes and other trees of ample foliage. The building is of Mahomedan date and is inhabited by 
a solitary Dervish, who shows the spot where the prophet is buried beneath, a small and 
simple square brick mausoleum, said to be (without probability) coeval with his death. It has, 
however, neither date nor inscription to prove the truth or falsehood of the Dervish's assertion. 
The small river running at the foot of this building, which is called the Bellerau, it has been said 
flows immediately over the prophets Tomb, and from the transparency of the water, his coffin 
was to be seen at the bottom; but the Dervish and the natives whom I questioned 
remembered no tradition corroborating such a fact; on the contrary; it has at all times been 
customary with the people of the country to resort hither on certain days of the months, when 
they offer up their prayers at the tomb I have mentioned, in supplication to the prophet's 
shade." 
 
The current tomb was renovated and repaired in 1870 A.D. by order of Shia scholar Sheikh 
Jafar Shooshtari, the work being executed by Haj Mulla Hassan Memar. Later Mulla Hassan's 
son, Mulla Javad carried out further renovations in the site. 
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Alternative locations : 
 

 Iran : 
 
Malamir : 
 
The Jewish Encyclopedia notes that a five days journey from Dezful, near Mala Amir, 
in Khuzestan of Iran, there is another sacred tomb said to be that of Daniel. 
 

 Iraq : 
 
Babylon : 
 
The Martyrologium Romanum of 1584 assigned Saint Daniel's feastday to July 21. The place of 
his death is given as Babylon, Mesopotamia. Though this martyrology does not say so, it was 
claimed that he was buried in the royal vault there. 
 
Kirkuk : 
 
A tomb attributed to Daniel is located within the Kirkuk Citadel in the city of Kirkuk, Iraq. 
Originally the site was a Jewish synagogue then later it was turned into a Christian church and 
finally into a Muslim mosque. The mosque has arches, pillars and two domes on a decorated 
base and beside it there are three minarets, which belong to the end of the Mongolian reign. 
The mosque is about 400 square meters and houses four tombs believed to belong 
to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. As from the respect of Kirkuk people towards 
Prophet, they desired to bury their dead next to Daniel's Tomb. This graveyard may be 
regarded as the first cemetery in Kirkuk.  

  
Mosul : 
 
A tomb attributed to the Prophet Daniel also was located in Mosul, Iraq, until it 
was demolished by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant in July 2014. 

  
Muqdadiyah : 
 
A reference to the Tomb of Daniel being located in the village of Al Wajihiya 
near Muqdadiyah, Iraq, was made after a bombing at the site in 2007. The tomb, situated in 
the Diyala Governorate, was targeted by Islamist terrorists and most of the structure collapsed 
as a result, including its green dome. 

  
 Turkey : 

 
Mausoleum of Danyal in Tarsus, Mersin and also Tarsus Grand Mosque. 
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 Uzbekistan : 
 
Samarkand : 
 
There is another claimed tomb of Daniel, located just outside Samarkand, Uzbekistan. 
According to the local legend, the Turkic conqueror Amir Timur attempted to conquer Syria for 
many years, but was unsuccessful. One of his ministers suggested it was because the saint 
from the biblical times, Daniel, was buried there. Timur then sent his army to where Daniel 
was entombed in Syria, and after a fierce fight with the Syrians, was able to take some of his 
remains back to Uzbekistan. It is also said that on the day Daniel was entombed a natural 
source of water sprung up at that spot, and it is believed by locals that its water has the power 
to heal. 
 

 Morocco : 
 
The shrine of Sidi Denaine, or Daniel, is located at Jorf El-Yhoudi in Morocco. The site is 
popular with Jews and Muslims. The grave is eight meters long. Each year after Mawlid, a huge 
feast is held at the site. 
 

4. Tomb of Yaqub Laith Saffari : 
 

 

Tomb of Yaqub Laith Saffari, the first Iranian prince after Islam, Dezful 
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The tomb of Yaghoub Laith Saffari, which has been registered in the list of national monuments 
with number 2550, is not in a good condition. SlowlyAccording to the Mehr correspondent, the 
tomb of Yaghoub Laith Saffari, which has been registered in the National Monuments of Iran 
under No. 2550, is located in the village of Shahabad, ten kilometers from Dezful, on the right 
side of the Dezful-Shushtar road. Next to this tomb, the survivors of Jundishapur can be seen. 
Also, in the western part of Dezful city, from Andimeshk to Dezful, a huge statue of Yaghoub 
Laith riding a horse has been installed, and this seal is another confirmation of the existence of 
Yaghoub Laith's tomb. 
 
Yaqub Laith Saffar was the first person to declare Persian as the official language of Iran 200 
years after the arrival of Islam in Iran, and after that no one had the right to speak in his court 
in a language other than Persian. Dr. Mohsen Abolghasemi has stated in his book "History of 
Persian Language": In 254 AH, Yaqub Laith Saffar established the independent government of 
Iran in the city of Zaranj in Sistan and made Dari Persian the official language, which is still the 
official language.  
 
In this regard, Mojtaba Ghashtoni, spokesman for the Association of Cultural Heritage Lovers 
of Tariana Khuzestan, added: The tomb of Yaghoub Laith with a long white toothed dome in 
the northeastern part of Shahabad village, 5 km from Dezful-Shushtar road, among one of the 
most important historical sites Iran means the ruins of the Sassanid city and Jundishapur 
University. The dome of this tomb of Yaghoub Laith Saffari is one of the best types of conical 
domes located in Khuzestan. 
 
The secretary of the Association of Cultural Heritage Lovers of Tariana Khuzestan stated: The 
mausoleum has an entrance and separates the inner surface of the tomb from the outer 
surface. The main structure of the building is raw clay and has embossed designs, mortar, 
plaster and soil. 
 
"According to the locals, because there was an inscription on the wall of the dome about a few 
decades ago, which was written in Arabic in the name of Yaqub Laith, the great general and 
the first Iranian prince, it is assumed that the tomb of Yaqub Laith is located in this place." Is 
doing a lot. But now they have erased the name of Jacob Leith with black spray. The cultural 
heritage painting has also been distorted with the same black color. 
 
The spokesperson of the Association of Cultural Heritage Lovers of Tariana Khuzestan, stating 
that in the 9-hectare and fenced area of the tomb, there is a large cemetery whose old 
tombstones testify to the oldness of this building, added: He is not sleeping under this soil, 
whether that person is Yaqub Laith or Shah Abolghasen. 
 
In different parts of the iron shrine of this tomb, fruit chests have been used to connect 
different parts of the shrine, and on the bricks and the old wall of the tomb, rusty nails, 
crooked wires, wide spider webs, colored carpets and rugs Gone, the entrance door is often 
locked, improper landscaping, etc. attracts attention in a beautiful way.  
 
With its 9-hectare area, this tomb has two toilets that have not had water for a long time and 
their doors are not open. There is not even a word about equipping a two-room building that 
was already built in the area and intended to set up a Jundishapur base. The launch of this 
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base was approved in the first round of the government delegation's visit, but so far no action 
has been taken to launch it.  
 
Dezful : 
 
Dezful city is one of the oldest and most amazing cities of Khuzestan province. The beautiful 
and eye-catching nature of the region such as the largest waterfall in the Middle East, valuable 
historical monuments such as the oldest bridge in the world, the texture of the brick museum, 
the Persian language revival tomb, the oldest music and naval documents and the clearest 
urban river with handicrafts And its special souvenir has created one of the most special 
tourism complexes in Iran in Dezful. 
 
In this application, you will get acquainted with various historical, natural, pilgrimage, 
recreational sights, national and international features, souvenirs and handicrafts, hotels, 
restaurants, history and location of Dezful city. 
 
Dezful also known as Dīzfūl and Ab I Diz is a city and capital of Dezful County, Khuzestan 
Province, Iran. At the 2011 census, its population was 420,000 people in 105,000 families. In 
2006, the city had 235,819 inhabitants. 

  
Dezful is located 721 kilometers away from the national capital of Tehran and 155 kilometres 
away from the provincial capital of Ahvaz. The city is located 300 kilometres from the Persian 
Gulf and is at an altitude of 143 meters. 
 
The city is located at the foot of the Zagros Mountains and has a history that dates back to 
the Sassanian era. The area around Dezful has been home to civilizations for 5000 years.  

 
Located in an area with a history that extends back to ancient civilization, the city houses a 
bridge that dates back to 300 AD. 
 
Etymology : 
 
The name Dezful has been derived from the two words diz (fortress) + pul (bridge), which in 
combination could stand for 'the bridge to the fortress' or 'fortified bridge'. The original name 
of the city was Dezhpul, but after the Muslim conquest of Persia, the city was renamed 
Dezful. since the arabic language does not have 'p' and 'zh' sounds. 
 
History : 
 
Dezful is one of the oldest cities in the Khuzestan province. According to Walther Hinz 
excavations, Awan (capital of the first Elam empire) was located in Dezful. The bridge was built 
during the reign of Shapur I who used Roman prisoners of war to build the bridge.  
 
The bridge protected the city from military interventions, hence its name. The old part of the 
city adjacent to the bridge is known as the Qaleh (castle). In the middle of the river, close to 
the bridge, you can see remains of several water mills built ca. 300 AD. Most of them were 
actually used up to the beginning of the 20th century. The last one was in use up to 1985.  
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The Academy of Gundishapur, a teaching hospital that was the intellectual center of 
the Sassanid empire, was founded near Dezful.  
 
People : 
 
The people of Dezful, known as Dezfuli, Dezfoolians or Dezfulians, speak Dezfuli – a dialect 
distinct to Dezful – and Shushtar, which is sometimes considered the most archaic of Persian 
dialects. 

  
Archaeology : 
 
North Khuzestan was home to some of the oldest civilizations in the world. The Chogha 
Mish hills have more than 8,000 years of treasures from different periods, and archaeologists 
have called on the city of dawn. Susa Zanbil temple symbolizes the people of knowledge in this 
area over 3000 years ago. Apadana Palace is a symbol of the greatness of the Iranians. 
Shushtar waterfalls are a symbol of Iranian engineering and technology. Dezful Old Bridge is a 
symbol of Persian authority. Cole Farah Izeh symbol of nobility of the people. These attractions 
put Dezful Area in the list of archaeologists' main study areas. 
 
Geography : 
 
Dezful sits close to the foothills of the Zagros Mountains on the main north-south highway 
from Tehran to Ahvaz, the provincial capital of Khuzestan. The main rail line from Tehran to 
the Persian Gulf is 15 km (9 mi) from Dezful, on the opposite side of the Dez River. 

 
5. Tomb of Jacob Leith, buried in Jundishapur : 

 

 
 

Tomb of Jacob Leith, buried in Jundishapur 
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Jundi Shahpour, or in Persian, Gundi Shapur, was one of the most important cities of the 
Sassanid period, which was built by order of Shahpour I. From its inception, Jundishapur 
gradually became one of the scientific and medical centers of the world at that time. Author: 
Ali Shalchian Jundi Shahpour, or in Persian, Gundi Shapour, was one of the most important 
cities of the Sassanid period, which was built by order of Shahpour I.  
 
From its inception, Jundishapur gradually became one of the scientific and medical centers of 
the world at that time. Jundishapur School or University was founded during the reign of 
Shapur I, and expanded during the reign of Anushirvan, where a large number of scientists 
and physicians taught, studied and practiced medicine. In this center, in addition to books 
written by Iranian scholars, many Greek and Indian books were translated into 
Pahlavi and taught. According to historians, the university provided all kinds of facilities for 
scientists, regardless of their opinions and thoughts; And scientists in medicine, mathematics, 
philosophy, astronomy and physics migrated there.  
 
The strictness of the medieval Roman Empire towards some non-Catholic Christian 
denominations such as the Nestorians and the Jacobites, as well as the opposition of the 
Catholic Church to neo-Platonic philosophers in the Roman Empire and the tolerance towards 
the Sassanid Shapur II and later Anushirvan It was done in Hindi, Chinese and Greek, caused 
the migration of many of them to the city of Jundishapur in Khuzestan and provided the 
ground for the scientific prosperity of this city and university in the world of that day.  
 
The presence of skilled doctors in the hospital of this city also caused its prosperity. Doctors 
from the Roman and Greek territories, as well as from Syria and Egypt, traveled to this land, 
and the skill of some Zoroastrian priests in medicine caused the hospital to reach its peak of 
fame. According to some sources, a person named Harith Ibn Kaldeh was one of the trained 
physicians of this city who later became the special physician of the Prophet (PBUH) and also in 
the post-Islamic period, during the Abbasid caliphs, one of the medical services of this The 
hospital was used. 
 
Later, the most important writings made there were translated into Arabic, and the Baghdad 
School of Medicine made extensive use of the experiences and teachers of the Jundishapur 
School at the beginning of the Abbasid Caliphate. 
 
Jundishapur : 
 
Jundishapur University was one of the most important educational and research centers in the 
world at that time, where many scientists and physicians were teaching, studying and 
practicing medicine. In this center, in addition to books written by Iranian scholars, many 
Greek and Indian books were translated into Pahlavi and taught. 
 
In the time of Anushirvan, some Greek philosophers, who took refuge in Iran after the closure 
of the Academy of Athens due to the prejudice of the Roman Empire, were supported by this 
king. They taught at Jundishapur University. Anoushirvan even sent some to India to study 
science. Greek medicine became popular at Jundishapur School. The philosophy of Aristotle 
and Plato was translated into Persian during the time of Anushirvan. Borzoyeh Tabib also went 
to India during the time of Anoushirvan and returned to Iran with some Indian scientists and 
books. 
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Jundishapur School has played an important role in chemistry, biology and medical sciences. In 
addition to establishing Jundishapur School of Medicine, Anoushirvan established another 
school in Jundishapur where mathematics, philosophy and astronomy were taught. 
 
In 17 AH, according to another tradition, in 19 AH, the city was conquered by the Muslims. The 
city was captured without war or bloodshed, meaning that the city gates were open and people 
entered or left the city without weapons, as in peacetime. It has been taken out. 
 
In the early days of Islam, in addition to the prestigious medical university, the city was 
famous for its handicrafts, agriculture, sugarcane and rice, whose products were exported to 
distant places. The city of Jundishapur was inhabited until 372 AH and in the sixth century AH, 
according to Moqaddisi (historian), it was destroyed by some tribes. 
 
This rich and rich history undoubtedly has a lot of knowledge to explore that can prove the 
greatness of Iranians in history to the world more than before, but this great historical treasure 
still suffers from the lack of a serious and calculated excavation and the rich heritage lies in it. 
It is being destroyed. A spokesman for the Khuzestan Association of Cultural Heritage Lovers 
told the Mehr correspondent in Ahvaz about this ancient monument: "It is surprising that a 
place that can show the peak of scientific greatness of Iranians at a time when most parts of 
the world lived in the most primitive way was so neglected and So far, no calculated 
excavations have been carried out.  
 
Agriculture on 500 hectares of land Mojtaba Ghastouni emphasized that the total ancient area 
of this university is 1000 hectares, which is currently cultivated in 500 hectares, added: 
Jundishapur University, which may be called the first intellectual and scientific center in the 
world, was handed over in 1979 by a group of seven people. The land was given to local 
farmers and farmers cultivate wheat on it, which continues to this day. He added: "Near this 
historical site, there is a village called Qaleh Sardar, which makes this historical site always 
open to people." Before the victory of the Islamic Revolution, this area was given to an 
American group for civil works, which fortunately, with the victory of the revolution and the 
departure of the Americans from the country, the work of this group remained incomplete and 
prevented serious damage to this area.  
 
Action was taken. Pointing out that a lot of destruction has taken place in this historical site to 
date, Gastoni said: "In every agricultural season when the land of this area is leveled, many 
ancient objects come out of the soil with tractor shovels and are destroyed, and this is how the 
works of glory are." Iranian civilization is destroyed by indigenous farmers. 
 
He added: "In the meantime, many healthy objects have come out of the soil by farmers and 
some diggers, some of which have been handed over to cultural heritage and a significant 
number of them by profiteers from farmers who are not aware of the historical importance of 
these objects." Will be taken over. 
 
Crossing the road from the campus The secretary of the Khuzestan Association of Cultural 
Heritage Lovers said: "The issue that is of great concern to cultural heritage lovers now is the 
issuance of a permit to build an asphalt road that passes right through the center of the 
university, which is done by order of Dezful governor." But the cultural heritage of Khuzestan 
has opposed this. 
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He added: "Unfortunately, the opposition of cultural heritage to this matter has been done too 
late because the preparatory and infrastructure works for the construction of the road have 
been done by the contractor and part of the area has faced a major problem." Also, in recent 
years, a permit has been issued to dig 10 water wells in this area, which has been used to 
irrigate the agricultural lands in this area. 
  
One of the things that can always be used to discover forgotten or destroyed historical sites is 
the presence of some unnatural hills. These hills are related to ancient buildings that after 
destruction, soil accumulates on them over time and turns into earthen hills. 
 
In this regard, we can mention the discovery of the Haft Tappeh Choghaznabil Temple, and it 
was mentioned by oil industry explorers who were exploring the area with winged wheels and 
observed unnatural hills, which eventually led to the discovery of the magnificent Choghaznabil 
Temple. 
 
"There are many ancient hills on the campus, and by exploring each of them one can find relics 
from the ancient university of Jundishapur, but this has never been done, and these ancient 
hills are one after another by different people," says Gastoni. Farmers have been destroyed. 
  
Complete destruction of some hills in his area continued: According to the announcement of 
agricultural jihad and due to their lack of technical knowledge of the complete identification of 
ancient hills in 1977, there were 16 ancient hills in this area, which were reduced to eight hills 
in the 70s. That is, eight hills in this time interval have been completely destroyed due to the 
destruction and excavations. 
 
"At the same time, the report of the Khuzestan Cultural Heritage Guard Unit in the early 1980s 
states that these destructions, attacks and levelings amounted to 50 ancient hills." However, 
there are still hills to explore in the area that the cultural heritage is expected to do with the 
allocation of funds. 
 
The secretary of the Khuzestan Association of Cultural Heritage Lovers, noting that the current 
situation of Jundishapur is critical and worrying, added: "We expect that the Jundishapur 
archeological site will be set up as soon as possible to rehabilitate and organize this area and 
this area will be redefined." Be privy. Of course, this site was designated in 2006, but this work 
was rejected by the Technical Council of the Khuzestan Cultural Heritage Organization due to 
the weakness of the archeological team in fulfilling the criteria for determining the boundaries, 
and its case remained silent. 
 
Regarding the measures needed to save the site, Ghashtoni said: "Jundishapur archeological 
site has special national funds for basic archeological excavations, expediting the establishment 
of Jundishapur archeological site, registering Jundishapur site in the World Heritage List, 
immediate withdrawal of farmers from The region is expected to revive this area by purchasing 
their share of land by the cultural heritage and paying all the damages of the agricultural jihad 
to the cultural heritage of Khuzestan. 
 
 
 
 



 

152 
 

Jundishapur University : 
 
Educational cap - According to historical documents and certificates of scholars, tradition and 
academic heritage in Iran is ancient; Much older than the founding of the Academy of Arts, 
which contemporaries are familiar with, as well as the history with which Westerners are proud 
and define their cultural identity. At its 39th General Conference, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has declared the establishment of 
Jundishapur University to be 1750 years old and has declared it the oldest university in the 
world. Congratulations. 
 
This event is valuable from the point of view that the world's leading universities, such as 
Bologna, Oxford, Cambridge, and the Sorbonne, which were nearly 1,200 years old, considered 
themselves to be the beginnings of the academic tradition. He transferred it from the west to 
the east, which is the historical land of Iran, which is considered as a golden leaf in the history 
of this border and region by every small owner.  
 
The establishment of the university institution was a historic and civilizing thing that is now 
registered under the name of Jundishapur; A fact that shows the high understanding and 
diligence of Iranians to learn knowledge and its manifestation in schools, military and other 
historical educational and research centers of this land, although the historical ups and downs 
are much to reflect and research. 
 
Jundishapur University has features that are still considered by advanced universities and 
cultural organizations such as UNESCO; Distinctive features such as 1. Production and 
promotion of science in the fields of medicine, pharmacology, mathematics, astronomy, 
philosophy, botany and others; 2. Systematic classifications within each discipline; 3. The 
presence of scholars with different intellectual and ideological backgrounds from the farthest 
parts of the world. Existence of students from other lands for learning science in this institution 
and scientific center who returned there after learning enough knowledge and skills to serve in 
their homeland.  
 
Having a large library full of various works in the field of knowledge in multiple 
languages Pahlavi, Syriac, Greek and Sanskrit. These show the Iranians' wisdom, 
pacifism, originality and avoidance of dogmatism. 
 
With such a historical background, our responsibility, mission and mission today is to achieve 
goals such as production and promotion of science, movement within the borders of knowledge 
and achieving scientific development, without which sustainable development of the country in 
cultural, social, economic, political and environmental fields is not possible. The university is 
responsible for transmitting intellectual traditions, social and cultural values on a national and 
religious scale. On this basis, a scientific, social and cultural institution with the characteristics 
of science production, training of specialized personnel, sociability and cultural acceptance are 
important determinants in the bio-world of any country. 
 
I am very happy now that the scientific tradition of Iranians in the world is praised because of 
the ancient university of Jundishapur and the world respects it. 
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In March of this year, Jundishapur University of Technology in the ancient city of Dezful, the 
birthplace of the world's oldest university, will host a glorious international conference to 
commemorate the 1750th anniversary of the founding of Jundishapur Ancient University. 
Universities, higher education centers, research and technology institutes, and scientific 
associations are expected to take an active and worthy part in celebrating Jundishapur 
University and introducing its history, importance, and scientific and cultural impact on the 
history of human civilization, given the historical and cultural significance of this event. So that 
the dear people of our country, especially the young generation of students, become more and 
more familiar with the brilliant history of Iranian civilization. 
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10. Holika Dahan and Charshanbe Suri : 

1. Holika Dahan : 
 

 
 

Holika Dahan, India 
 
Holika was a demoness in Hindu Vedic scriptures,aka Simhika who was burnt to death with the 
help of god Vishnu. She was the sister of King Hiranyakashipu and aunt of Prahlad. 
 
The story of Holika Dahan (Holika's death) signifies the triumph of good over evil. Holika is 
associated with the annual bonfire on the night before Holi, the Hindu festival of colors. 
 
Celebrated by Hindus all over the world, Holi lasts for a night and a day, starting on the 
evening of the Purnima (Full Moon day). Holi is celebrated on the full moon day in the month of 
Phalgun (Feb-Mar). The first evening is known as Holika Dahan (burning of demon holika) or 
Chhoti Holi and the following day as Holi, Rangwali Holi, Dhuleti, Dhulandi, or Phagwah. 
 

2. Charshanbe Suri : 
 

 
 

Charshanbe Suri 
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Charshanbe Suri (lit. "Festive Wednesday") is a prelude to the New Year. In Iran, it is 
celebrated on the eve of the last Wednesday before Nowruz. It is usually celebrated in the 
evening by performing rituals such as jumping over bonfires and lighting 
off firecrackers and fireworks.  

 
In Azerbaijan, where the preparation for Novruz usually begins a month earlier, the festival is 
held every Tuesday during four weeks before the holiday of Novruz. Each Tuesday, people 
celebrate the day of one of the four elements – water, fire, earth and wind. On the holiday eve, 
the graves of relatives are visited and tended.  
 
Spoon banging is a tradition observed on the eve of Charshanbe Suri, similar to 
the Halloween custom of trick-or-treating. In Iran, people wear disguises and go door-to-door 
banging spoons against plates or bowls and receive packaged snacks. In Azerbaijan, children 
slip around to their neighbors' homes and apartments on the last Tuesday prior to Novruz, 
knock at the doors, and leave their caps or little basket on the thresholds, hiding nearby to 
wait for candies, pastries and nuts. 

  
The ritual of jumping over fire has continued in Armenia in the feast of Trndez, which is a feast 
of purification in the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Armenian Catholic Church, celebrated 
forty days after Jesus's birth.  
 
Ancient Origin : 
 
The festival has its origin in ancient Iranian rituals. The ancient Iranians celebrated the festival 
of Hamaspathmaedaya (Hamaspaθmaēdaya), the last five days of the year in honor of the 
spirits of the dead, which is today referred to as Farvardinegan. They believed that the spirits 
of the dead would come for reunion. The seven holy immortals (Aməša Spənta) were honored, 
and were bidden a formal ritual farewell at the dawn of the New Year. The festival also 
coincided with festivals celebrating the creation of fire and humans. By the time of 
the Sasanian Empire, the festival was divided into two distinct pentads, known as the lesser 
and the greater panje. The belief had gradually developed that the "lesser panje" belonged to 
the souls of children and those who died without sin, while the "greater panje" was for all 
souls. 
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11. Nowruz in Iran and India : 
 

 
 
Growing wheatgrass is one of the most common traditional preparations for Nowruz. 
  
Nowruz is the Iranian New Year, also known as the Persian New Year, which is celebrated 
worldwide by various ethno-linguistic groups. 
 
Despite its Iranian and Zoroastrian origins, Nowruz has been celebrated by diverse 
communities. It has been celebrated for over 3,000 years in Western Asia, Central Asia, the 
Caucasus, the Black Sea Basin, and the Balkans. It is a secular holiday for most celebrants that 
is enjoyed by people of several different faiths, but remains a holy day for Zoroastrians, 
Bahais, and some Muslim communities.  
 
Nowruz is the day of the vernal equinox, and marks the beginning of spring in the Northern 
Hemisphere. It marks the first day of the first month (Farvardin) of the Iranian calendar. It 
usually occurs on March 21 or the previous or following day, depending on where it is 
observed. The moment the Sun crosses the celestial equator and equalizes night and day is 
calculated exactly every year, and families gather together to observe the rituals. 
 
The first day of the Iranian calendar falls on the March equinox, the first day of spring, around 
21 March. In the 11th century CE the Iranian calendar was reformed in order to fix the 
beginning of the calendar year, i.e. Nowruz, at the vernal equinox. Accordingly, the definition 
of Nowruz given by the Iranian scientist Tusi was the following: "the first day of the official 
New Year [Nowruz] was always the day on which the sun entered Aries before noon." Nowruz 
is the first day of Farvardin, the first month of the Iranian solar calendar.  
 



 

157 
 

In the Shahenshahi and Kadmi calendars, which do not account for leap years, the New Year's 
Day has drifted ahead by over 200 days. Followers of those calendars (some Zoroastrians in 
Pakistan and India) celebrate the spring equinox as Jamshed-i Nouroz, with New Year's Day 
then being celebrated in July–August as Pateti, the day of penitence".  
 
The word Nowruz is a combination of Persian words now—meaning "new"—and ruz—meaning 
"day". Pronunciation varies among Persian dialects, with Eastern dialects using the 
pronunciation (as in Dari and Classical Persian, whereas in Tajik, it is written as Navröz), 
western dialects, and Tehranis. A variety of spelling variations for the word nowruz exist in 
English-language usage, including novruz, nowruz, nauruz and newroz. 
 
Timing Accuracy : 
 

 
 

Illumination of the Earth by the Sun on the day of equinox 
 
Nowruz's timing in Iran is based on Solar Hijri algorithmic calendar, which is based on precise 
astronomical observations, and moreover use of sophisticated intercalation system, which 
makes it more accurate than its European counterpart, the Gregorian calendar.  
 
Each 2820 year great grand cycle contains 2137 normal years of 365 days and 683 leap years 
of 366 days, with the average year length over the great grand cycle of 365.24219852. This 
average is just 0.00000026 (2.6×10-7) of a day shorter than Newcomb's value for the mean 
tropical year of 365.24219878 days, but differs considerably more from the mean vernal 
equinox year of 365.242362 days, which means that the new year, intended to fall on the 
vernal equinox, would drift by half a day over the course of a cycle. 
 
Sizdah bedar : 
 
In Iran, the Nowruz holidays last thirteen days. On the thirteenth day of the New Year, 
Iranians leave their houses to enjoy nature and picnic outdoors, as part of the Sizdebedar 
ceremony. The greenery grown for the Haft-sin setting is thrown away, particularly into a 
running water. It is also customary for young single people, especially young girls, to tie the 
leaves of the greenery before discarding it, expressing a wish to find a partner. Another 
custom associated with Sizdah bedar is the playing of jokes and pranks, similar to April Fools' 
Day. 
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Ancient roots :  
 

 
 

Bas-relief in Persepolis, depicting a symbol in Zoroastrianism for Nowruz 
 
There exist various foundation myths for Nowruz in Iranian mythology. 
 
The Shahnameh credits the foundation of Nowruz to the mythical Iranian King Jamshid, who 
saves mankind from a winter destined to kill every living creature. Jamshid may symbolise the 
transition of the Proto-Iranians from a hunter-gatherer lifestyle to animal husbandry and a 
more settled life. To defeat the killer winter, Jamshid constructed a throne studded with gems. 
He had demons raise him above the earth into the heavens; there he sat, shining like the Sun. 
The world's creatures gathered and scattered jewels around him and proclaimed that this was 
the New Day (Now Ruz). This was the first day of Farvardin, which is the first month of the 
Iranian calendar.  
 
Although it is not clear whether Proto-Indo-Iranians celebrated a feast as the first day of the 
calendar, there are indications that Iranians may have observed the beginning of both autumn 
and spring, respectively related to the harvest and the sowing of seeds, for the celebration of 
the New Year. Mary Boyce and Frantz Grenet explain the traditions for seasonal festivals and 
comment: "It is possible that the splendor of the Babylonian festivities at this season led the 
Iranians to develop their own spring festival into an established New Year feast, with the name 
Navasarda "New Year" (a name which, though first attested through Middle Persian derivatives, 
is attributed to the Achaemenian period)." Since the communal observations of the ancient 
Iranians appear in general to have been seasonal ones, and related to agriculture, "it is 
probable that they traditionally held festivals in both autumn and spring, to mark the major 
turning points of the natural year."  
 
Nowruz is partly rooted in the tradition of Iranian religions, such as Mithraism and 
Zoroastrianism. In Mithraism, festivals had a deep linkage with the Sun's light. The Iranian 
festivals such as Mehrgan (autumnal equinox), Tirgan, and the eve of Chelle ye Zemestan 
(winter solstice) also had an origin in the Sun god (Surya). Among other ideas, Zoroastrianism 
is the first monotheistic religion that emphasizes broad concepts such as the corresponding 
work of good and evil in the world, and the connection of humans to nature. Zoroastrian 
practices were dominant for much of the history of ancient Iran. In Zoroastrianism, the seven 
most important Zoroastrian festivals are the six Gahambar festivals and Nowruz, which occurs 
at the spring equinox. According to Mary Boyce, "It seems a reasonable surmise that Nowruz, 
the holiest of them all, with deep doctrinal significance, was founded by Zoroaster himself"; 
although there is no clear date of origin. Between sunset on the day of the sixth Gahambar and 
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sunrise of Nowruz, Hamaspathmaedaya (later known, in its extended form, as Frawardinegan; 
and today known as Farvardigan) was celebrated. This and the Gahambars are the only 
festivals named in the surviving text of the Avesta. 
 
The 10th-century scholar Biruni, in his work Kitab al-Tafhim li Awa'il Sina'at al-Tanjim, 
provides a description of the calendars of various nations. Besides the Iranian calendar, various 
festivals of Greeks, Jews, Arabs, Sabians, and other nations are mentioned in the book. In the 
section on the Iranian calendar, he mentions Nowruz, Sadeh, Tirgan, Mehrgan, the six 
Gahambars, Farvardigan, Bahmanja, Esfand Armaz and several other festivals. According to 
him, "It is the belief of the Iranians that Nowruz marks the first day when the universe started 
its motion." The Persian historian Gardizi, in his work titled Zayn al-Akhbar, under the section 
of the Zoroastrians festivals, mentions Nowruz (among other festivals) and specifically points 
out that Zoroaster highly emphasized the celebration of Nowruz and Mehrgan.  
 
Achaemenid period :  
 

 
 

A bas-relief at the Apadana, Persepolis, depicting Armenians bringing their famous 
wine to the king 

 
Although the word Nowruz is not recorded in Achaemenid inscriptions, there is a detailed 
account by Xenophon of a Nowruz celebration taking place in Persepolis and the continuity of 
this festival in the Achaemenid tradition. Nowruz was an important day during the Achaemenid 
Empire (c. 550–330 BCE). Kings of the different Achaemenid nations would bring gifts to the 
King of Kings. The significance of the ceremony was such that King Cambyses II's appointment 
as the king of Babylon was legitimized only after his participation in the referred annual 
Achaemenid festival.  
 
It has been suggested that the famous Persepolis complex, or at least the palace of Apadana 
and the Hundred Columns Hall, were built for the specific purpose of celebrating a feast related 
to Nowruz. 
 
In 539 BCE, the Jews came under Iranian rule, thus exposing both groups to each other's 
customs. According to the Encyclopædia Britannica, the story of Purim as told in the Book of 
Esther is adapted from an Iranian novella about the shrewdness of harem queens, suggesting 
that Purim may be an adoption of Iranian New Year. A specific novella is not identified and 
Encyclopædia Britannica itself notes that "no Jewish texts of this genre from the Persian period 
are extant, so these new elements can be recognized only inferentially". Purim is celebrated 
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within a few weeks of Nowruz as the date of Purim is based on a lunar calendar, while Nowruz 
occurs at the spring equinox. It is possible that the Jews and Iranians of the time may have 
shared or adopted similar customs for these holidays.  
 
Arsacid and Sassanid periods : 
 
Nowruz was the holiday of Arsacid dynastic empires who ruled Iran (248 BCE–224 CE) and the 
other areas ruled by the Arsacid dynasties outside of Parthia (such as the Arsacid dynasties of 
Armenia and Iberia). There are specific references to the celebration of Nowruz during the 
reign of Vologases I (51–78 CE), but these include no details. Before Sassanids established 
their power in Western Asia around 300 CE, Parthians celebrated Nowruz in autumn, and the 
first of Farvardin began at the autumn equinox. During the reign of the Parthian dynasty, the 
spring festival was Mehrgan, a Zoroastrian and Iranian festival celebrated in honor of Mithra.  
 
Extensive records on the celebration of Nowruz appear following the accession of Ardashir I, 
the founder of the Sasanian Empire (224–651 CE). Under the Sassanid emperors, Nowruz was 
celebrated as the most important day of the year. Most royal traditions of Nowruz, such as 
royal audiences with the public, cash gifts, and the pardoning of prisoners, were established 
during the Sassanid era and persisted unchanged until modern times. 
 
After the Muslim conquest : 
 
Nowruz, along with the mid-winter celebration Sadeh, survived the Muslim conquest of Persia 
of 650 CE. Other celebrations such as the Gahambars and Mehrgan were eventually side-lined 
or only observed by Zoroastrians. Nowruz became the main royal holiday during the Abbasid 
period. 
 
Following the demise of the caliphate and the subsequent re-emergence of Iranian dynasties 
such as the Samanids and Buyids, Nowruz became an even more important event. The Buyids 
revived the ancient traditions of Sassanian times and restored many smaller celebrations that 
had been eliminated by the caliphate. The Iranian Buyid ruler 'Adud al-Dawla (r. 949–983) 
customarily welcomed Nowruz in a majestic hall, decked with gold and silver plates and vases 
full of fruit and colorful flowers. The King would sit on the royal throne, and the court 
astronomer would come forward, kiss the ground, and congratulate him on the arrival of the 
New Year. The king would then summon musicians and singers, and invited his friends to 
gather and enjoy a great festive occasion.  
 
Later Turkic and Mongol invaders did not attempt to abolish Nowruz. 
 
Contemporary era : 
 
Before the collapse of the Soviet Union, Iran was the only country that officially observed the 
ceremonies of Nowruz. When the Caucasian and Central Asian countries gained independence 
from the Soviets, they also declared Nowruz as a national holiday. 
 
Nowruz was added to the UNESCO List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2010. 
To commemorate the UN recognition, Iran unveiled a commemorative postage stamp during 
the first International Nowruz Celebrations in Tehran on Saturday, 27 March 2010.  
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Locality : 
 
Traditional costume for Nawriz in Kazakhstan. 
 
The festival of Nowruz is celebrated by many groups of people in the Black Sea basin, the 
Balkans, the Caucasus, Western Asia, central and southern Asia, and by Iranians worldwide.  
 
Places where Nowruz is a public holiday include : 
 

 Afghanistan 
 

 Albania 
 

 Azerbaijan (five days)  
 

 Georgia 
 

 Iran (thirteen days)  
 

 Iraqi Kurdistan 
 

 Kazakhstan (four days)  
 

 Kosovo 
 

 Kyrgyzstan  
 

 Bayan-Ölgii, Mongolia 
 

 Tajikistan (four days)  
 

 Turkmenistan (two days)  
 

 Uzbekistan 
 
Nowruz in Bharat (India) :  
 
In Bharat Nowruz is celebrated but in a different way. It is dedicated to Goddess Durga. 
 
(Lot of deities like Ishtar, Astarte, Inana, Lilith, Kadesh, Qudhu and Hathor are shown riding a 
lion like the Hindu goddess Durga.) 
 
There is a festival connected with Goddess Durga called Navratri where for 9 days Navratri is 
celebrated. 
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There are 4 Navratri in a year : 
 

1. Shardiya Navratri (September-October), 
 

2. Basanti Navratri (March-April), 
 

3. Ashadh Navratri (Jun-July) and, 
 

4. Paush/Magh Navratri (Jan-Feb) 
 
1st and 2nd one is celebrated all over India in different forms by common Hindu people. While 
3rd and 4th one is not celebrated by common people. Sadhu, Muni, rishi who are follower of 
Shakta branch of Hinduism do penance and worship Shakti form of Brahm (supreme power). 
 
Besides religious importance of Navratri if you notice all navratri occurs at transition of Season 
change.  
 
4 season change is correspond to 4 navratri : 
 

1. Shardiya Navratri (start of sharad ritu (mild winter season) just after monsoon), 
 

2. Basanti Navratri (start of spring just after winter end), 
 

3. Ashadh Navratri (Start of monsoon just after summer) and, 
 

4. Paush/Magh Navratri (start of harsh winter from mild one). 
 
If you notice first two season changes are more prone to disease and seems to be that’s why 
more popular and suggested for common people.  
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Jaya Parvati Vrat : 
 

 
 
Jaya Parvati Vrat is observed in Ashada Maas by unmarried girls and married women in Gujarat 
and some other Western India parts. This vrat is observed for five days for 5, 7, 9, or maybe 
even 11 years. 
 
The story or legend of Jaya Parvati vrat is associated with a Brahmin woman who observed this 
vrat to get her husband free from his curse (was not really a curse). The divine couple Lord 
Shiva and Goddess Parvati is worshipped during this vrat. 
 
Gujaratis also worship Goddess Gauri in Ashadh Maas as Gauri Vrat. 
 
There is a legend behind the Jaya Parvati Vrat. There was a Brahmin couple. They were 
devotees of Lord Shiva. They had everything in their life but a child. They used to worship Lord 
Shiva every day in the temple. Lord Shiva was propitiated with the devotion of the couple and 
there was a revelation which said "My Shiva Linga is at a certain place in the jungle. No body is 
performing its puja. If you go there and perform its puja, then your wishes will be fulfilled." 
The Brahmin couple was pleased when they heard this. They went to the jungle and found out 
the place where Lord Shiva's Shiva Linga was. The couple found the Linga and the Brahmin 
went in search for flowers to perform the puja, where he was bitten by a snake and fell 
unconscious. His wife got worried as her husband did not return and went in search for him. 
She prayed intensely for her husband's safety. Lord Shiva saw the true devotion of the 
Brahmin woman and brought her husband back to consciousness. Later, the couple prayed at 
the Linga and they were blessed with a son. 
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Vrat : 
 
When observing Jaya Parvati vrat, one cannot eat tomatoes, spices, salt, and vegetables. It is 
believed that Jaya Parvati vrat brings happiness and blesses the girl with a good husband and 
a happy married life. 
 
On the first day of the vrat, wheat seeds (javaara) are planted in a small bowl/pot and kept by 
the temple in the house. Prayers are then offered to the javaar pot. A nagla (a necklace made 
from cotton wool) is decorated with vermillion (kumkum). This ritual is carried out every 
morning and the wheat seeds are watered. 
 
On the last day, the women who have observed the fast have to remain awake the whole night 
of the fifth day called as jagran. On the sixth day the javara are taken out of the pot are 
immersed in the holy waters of rivers or ponds after taking a bath and wearing beautiful 
dresses; offer prayers at Mataji's temple and break the fast by eating a full meal consisting of 
salt, chapaatis made of wheat, and vegetables. 
 
Here we can see the common similirities in Aryan traditions but because of the invasions and 
seperation of lands into different countries a lot is lost but time has now come to rebuild the 
lost traditions and alliances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

165 
 

12. Stick Dance of Iran and Dandya Raas of India : 
 
Stick Dance, Claping hands in circle and Horse dance which is another kurdish (war) dance 
about the protection of homeland is done by Kurmanji Nomads of Khorasan Provience of Iran.  
 
Kurmanji is one of the kurdish folk language.  
 
Traditional folk dances of Khorasan have more rythm and are more energetic than other folk 
dances of Kurdistan because they were sent to protect Iran's northern borders from Turkic 
invasions and were always at combact with enemies. 
 
The dance is also known as "Yeltan" and "Piltanan" which means the warriors preparation for 
the battle ahead.      
 

1. Stick dance of Iran : 
 
Sarbedaran : 

 

 
 

Sarbedaran Persian New Year Ritual Dance 
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Sarbedaran Persian New Year Ritual Dance 
 

 
 

Sarbedaran Persian New Year Ritual Dance 
 

In the city of Sabzevar in northeastern Iran, an interesting traditional ritual is performed in the 
last days of the year before the new year (Norouz) arrives. In this ritual known as Sarbedaran, 
men move in a circle performing various moves with their hands and wooden sticks. This is 
similar to other rituals performed after harvesting crops when people would pray to God. 
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Norouz (Nowruz) in Persian means "New day". It is the beginning of the year for the peoples of 
Iran (Greater Iran, including: Afghanistan, Arran (Republic of Azerbaijan) and Central Asian 
Republics). It begins precisely with the beginning of spring on vernal equinox (on March 20th 
this year). 

 

 
 

Traditional Kurdish Kurmanji dance from Northern Khorasan Province, Iran 
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Local Dance in Kurmanj, Iran 
 

 
 

Khorasan, Iran 
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Choob Bazi / Raghs-e Choob : 
 
Dance with sticks is called choob bazi or raghs-e choob. This is an aggressive and active sports 
dance, and only men take part in the dance. This is a kind of duel between two men with 
sticks. During the dance, one of the dancers attacks, the other one defends. The attacker 
circles around the opponent during the dance and tries to catch him by surprise and hit his 
legs. The opponent must fight back with a stick. 
 
This sort of dance was also performed in India but because it became violent or ended in fights 
it was stopped.  

 
2. Dandya Raas of India : 

 
Raas is a form of folk dance done in pairs. It is a dance done to reenact the Raas Leela or 
the dance of Lord Krishna. The pair dances with sticks in their hands and hit each other's 
sticks while dancing. Garba is a folk dance done in a circle with a group of people by 
following simple steps. Raas Garba is done during Navratri, weddings and any other 
celebrations. 
 
Women wear chaniya choli or ghagra choli with a kamarbandha. A kamarbandha is a 
coloured waistband. It may be made out of cloth or in a chain-like jewellery manner. The 
kamarbandha is worn over the chunni to keep the chunni from flying away. 
 
Men wear keviya and churidars. Churidars are tight trousers. Keviya is tight long-sleeved 
coat plaited with frills. They are embroidered with mirror work to add to the festive feel. 
 

 
 

Gujarat Dandya Raas 
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Gujarat Dandya Raas 
 

 
 

Gujarat Dandya Raas 
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Gujarat Dandya Raas 
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13. Local Iran and India Dance : 
 

1. Local Iran Dance :  
 

 
 

North Khorasan 
 

 
 

North Khorasan 
 

In North Provience of Iran called Khorasan local people perform a dance, especially in 
Esfarayen and Quchan where they form a circle and clap their hands and dance. (I am not sure 
but this sort of dance is also done in Mazandaran Provience, Iran).  
 
In India also this sort of dance is done which is called Garba. 
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2. Local India Dance : 
 
Garba : 
 
Garba dance is done in Navratri festival by both men and women.  
 
Hindus across the world will be celebrating Navratri. The holiday honors nine different forms of 
the mother goddess and is marked by special rituals, ceremonies, and fasts. 
 

 
 

Aarti of Goddess Durga 
 
Imagine hundreds of brightly-dressed dancers swirling in unison around the colorful statue of a 
beautiful Indian goddess, as a drummer quickens the pace on his dhol. 
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Dhol 
 
This is Garba and Dandya Raas, traditional dances that are performed to honor the warrior 
goddess Durga during the holiday.  
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Goddess Durga 
 
Durga is worshipped all over India, but people from the state of Gujarat have for years used 
Garba as a special way of honoring the goddess. 
 
An earthen lamp or a statue of Durga is usually placed at the center of a large hall. Celebrants 
muster all the energy they have to dance vigorously in concentric circles around Durga. 
 
In Raas, another dance associated with Navratri, participants strike sticks together to tap out a 
rhythm. 
 
The Garba and Raas dances are actually dramatizations of the final battle between Durga and 
Mahishasur, marking the moment when good triumphed over evil. 
 



 

176 
 

 
 

Garba 
 
Modern-day Garba Raas dances are a fascinating mix of religious and cultural traditions. 
Garbas are largely open to anyone who enjoys dancing. 
 
Traditionally, Garba Raas dances feature a live band of Indian musicians and singers. The 
person to look out for is the dhol player, the standing musician who hammers out a beat on a 
two-sided classical Indian drum. The songs start out slowly and then the musicians push the 
dancers faster and faster. 
 
The moves on the Garba dance floor may look complicated, but they are repetitions of the 
same basic steps. 
 
“The key is that the steps are rhythmic and repetitive, so once you watch and follow a 
combination of footwork and hand movements, you can join in the main circle”. 
 
The traditional Garba is a series of steps that include spinning, some hand-clapping and 
sweeping of the arms. 
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Garba 
 

 
 

Garba 
 

After that, dancers will grab colorful dandiya sticks to perform the Dandya Raas dance. The 
participants form two circles or two lines and will strike the dandiya of the person standing in 
front of them. One circle goes clockwise and another goes counter-clockwise. 
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Dandya Raas 
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14. Horse Dance of Iran and India : 
 

1. Horse Dance of Iran : 
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Horse Dance is another Kurdish (war) dance about the protection of the homeland.  
 

2. Horse Dance of India : 
 

 
 

Horse dance from Kutch District, India 
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15. Sword Dance of Iran and India : 
 

1. Sword Dance of Iran : 
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Raghs-e shamshir or dance with swords originates from Ancient Persia as early as three 
thousand years ago. Dance with swords was a traditional entertainment in the province of 
Baluchistan and Sistan. Two men with swords and shields participate in the dance. Under the 
rhythm of the drum, dancers demonstrate battle movements, attack and defend themselves 
and gradually the movements get faster and more furious. 
 
Razif is another kind of sword dance, which was popular among the sailors of the Persian Gulf. 
They were dancing to relieve tension. Now Razif is a popular dance at weddings. 
 

2. Sword Dance of India : 
 
This dance is generally done by the Rajputs who represent warrior community and Maher 
Community. 
 

 
 

Rajput Performing Sword Dance 
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Rajput Police Officer Performing Sword Dance 
 

 
 

Rajput Woman Performing Sword Dance 
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Maher Performing Sword Dance 
 
 

 
 


